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Studies in John’s Gospel: Knowing the Master XV
The Master’s Crucifixion (John 19:16-37)
By Pastor Datuk Kee Kue Sing 
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Jesus’ crucifixion is recorded in four different books in the Bible: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. This sermon is from John’s perspective (John 19:16-37), bringing us back to the scenes where the Darling of Heaven was crucified.  
I. The Walk to The Cross (v16)
The perpetrators of that walk: Who is responsible for the death of Jesus?

“Then Pilate turned Jesus over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus away” (John 19:16)
The above verse, when studied carefully, one may point finger at Pilate, claiming that he is the one responsible over Jesus’ crucifixion. Some say the Jews are the ones who killed Jesus; others say the Roman soldiers. The movie “Passion of the Christ” by Mel Gibson had raised the most controversial question, “Who killed Jesus?” 
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While the movie had moved many to tears, the most obscured detail of the crucifixion scene had gone unnoticed. When Jesus was placed on the cross, the camera zoomed in to Jesus’ hands. To the nail that was held there, then to the mallet and the hand that held the mallet as the nail was hammered into Jesus hand. What audiences do not see, are the eyes and face of the persecutor. Who was nailing Jesus to the cross? It was Gibson.  In an interview Mel Gibson said, "It was me that put Him on the cross. It was my sins [that put Jesus there]."

Mel Gibson is a representation. All of us are the real perpetrators. It is our sins that had put Jesus on the cross. Caiaphas, Pilate Pontius, the Jews, the Roman soldiers and Judas Iscariot are not the ones who hold sole responsibility for Christ’s crucifixion. We are all culpable. We are all guilty. Mankind killed Jesus. 
II. The Plan of That Walk (v. 17-18)
It is important to know that Jesus was not killed. When His human body died, it was because He gave Himself up voluntarily to honour our Father in heaven. To accomplish what had been prophesied, Jesus went willingly to the cross. A few Bible verses that illustrate Jesus’ willingness:
· John 19:16b, “…Then they took Jesus and led Him away” 

· Isaiah 53:7, “He was led as a lamb to the slaughter”
· John 10:15, “I lay down My life for the sheep”
Jesus was in charge at all times. He was not a victim but a VICTOR. If there was no crucifixion, there would be no redemption. If there is no redemption, there will be no gospel for the gospel stems from the foundation of Christ’s crucifixion.
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Whilst things are under His control, Jesus had willingly carried His own cross (v.17) for about 700 yards from Jerusalem to Golgotha (Calvary, also known as the Skull). Golgotha is a place that was often associated with death in Jerusalem, it involves an agonising walk to reach there. It is also the place designed to host the death of the Lamb of God, but instead, death was defeated. It was there where Jesus was crucified (v.18). No gory details of the crucifixion was recorded, because the agony of the cross was well-known during the days of Jesus. It was famed for its cruelty, despicable and slow death, maximum suffering, and probably the most brutal death penalty in human history. 

Our Lord’s account for the crucifixion is well described in Isaiah 53: 9 & 12; 
9He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.


12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
After the crucifixion, those who stood by were deeply affected. The death of Christ had left a deep and compelling impact to all who witnessed the crucifixion:
· Joseph of Arimathea who was secretly a disciple of Jesus because he feared the Jews (John 19:38). He rose up and had the courage to ask for Jesus’ body for burial.
· Simon of Cyrene who was initially compelled to carry the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, later showed compassion to Jesus. He and his family had an encounter with the Passover Lamb that surely changed his life forever, including his son, Rufus.
· The people who gathered to witness the crucifixion. Luke 23:48 recorded, “When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away.” 
· A penitents thief’s response: One of the criminals who was crucified on the right of Jesus, repented when he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom” (Luke 23:42). It is never too late to accept Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour and Lord.  
· Testimony: A friend of Pastor Kee’s wife who is dying of terminal cancer had repeatedly rejected the offer of salvation. However, she accepted the Lord in the hospital after persistent invitation. 
Each of us has to make a decision about Jesus, it can’t be evaded or avoided. There is no neutrality in this matter. 
III. The Writing Above the Cross (v.19-22)
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Pilate wrote "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews" (verse 19) in three different languages (verse 20 [NKJ]),  for the title of Jesus’ cross. They were: 
· Hebrew which is the language of religion; 
· Greek which is the language of culture; 
· Latin which symbolises the language of power. 
The reason why Pilate did so was to irritate and annoy the Jews, as a form of revenge, a sinister rebuke, and as a joke/mockery to them. He was caught in between his belief that Jesus was innocent, the anger of the Jews, and the fear of being deprived of his position. Eventually, he succumbed to the pressures and blackmails from the Jews, which led him to deliver Jesus to be crucified. It was a hard decision for Pilate for he was described as "a man of inflexible disposition, harsh and obdurate.” As result, his name became a name of shame. Therefore, Pilate sought revenge through Jesus’ agonies on the cross, for the sake of healing his own damaged pride.
Pilate is a classic example of many of us. In the situation described above, Pilate had taken a stand of a wrong thing, and at the wrong time. This is a reflection to all of us in our daily life. Whilst there may be a lot of argument over insignificant issues in our life, we must not go against our Lord for any reason, and be adamant in our relationship with God. We may stay as stubborn as we are but there will be a time when every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Philippians 2:11) and that He is Lord of lords and King of kings (Revelations 17:14). 
IV. The Wardrobe below the Cross (v.23-24)

The indifference of men
While Christ was saving the world with His sacrifice, the soldiers were casting lots to divide Jesus’ clothes. When crucifixion was taking place, the soldiers were completely oblivious to what was going on. They totally missed the bigger picture. In the phase of eternity, it is only the temporary that these soldiers had their eyes fixed upon. Such indifference tells us that preoccupation with the unimportant is deadly. Our Lord’s cry out to this is reflected in the cry of Jerusalem, as depicted by Jeremiah in Lamentations 1:12, 
 “Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Behold and see If there is any sorrow like my sorrow, Which has been brought on me, Which the LORD has inflicted In the day of His fierce anger.  
Nevertheless, what happened was the fulfilment of a 1,000-year-old prophecy before Christ was crucified which says, “They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing” (Psalm 22:18,).

V. Words from The Cross (v.26-30)

The three of the seven words Jesus had spoken on the cross:
1. Jesus speaks to Mary and John (v.26-27): 
When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.
It was a moment when Jesus truly deserves to self-focus, but He did not. He had obeyed the commandment to honour his earthly parent, not forgetting His role on earth as a son. Until the very end, He remained others-centred. 
To ponder: Where were other disciples, where were Jesus’ brothers? It takes courage to be there. Would you have been there? John remained when others fled. 
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Jesus speaks to the soldiers (v.28)
“I am thirsty” 
What was spoken by Jesus once again fulfilled prophecy. 
· “They put gall in my food and gave me vinegar for my thirst” (Psalm 69:21);
· “My mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death” (Psalm 22:15)
Do you know that Christ had fulfilled 332 prophecies in the Old Testament (Henry Liddon). The mathematical probability that all of these could be fulfilled by a single person by chance has been calculated as one in 84 times ten to the 123rd power (84 followed by 123 zeroes/ 1 in 84 x 10123).
3. Jesus speaks to the Father (v.30)
“It is finished.” -- The Greek word for this is ‘tetelestai’. This word is associated with the painter who finished a painting, a trader who concluded a deal or a servant who has finished the master’s task. 
What Jesus spoke here signifies the cry of Victory. It stands finished and will always will be finished, it is “Done.”
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As Sabbath was drawing near and the Jews didn’t want the bodies to remain on the cross, the soldiers broke the knees to the two criminals on either side of Jesus. To confirm His death, one of the soldiers pierced His side. Blood and water flowed out - indicating that He was truly dead. It was also seen as a symbolism of water and the Holy Spirit (John 19:34) and yet another prophecy fulfilled: “…They will look on me, the one they have pierced…” (Zechariah 12:10).
Summary
We all killed Jesus. Jesus died because He had given up His spirit, voluntarily He took His own life. Jesus controlled His own death (cf John 19:30, Luke 23:46). He died because He had fulfilled all the scriptures; no one has ever died like that. That’s omnipotence, that’s God.
Of all the things that happened, it is nevertheless a Good News. Now that we can all come and gaze at the cross, you and I can lay our burdens at the foot of our Lord Jesus Christ.

What is Christ’s death to you? 
Do you love Him? Has He died in vain for you? Don’t you love Him more for that? 
“Would you not love Me with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength?”
A young man was at the end of his rope, seeing no way out, dropped to his knees in prayer.
"Lord, I can't go on," he said. "I have too heavy a cross to bear."
The Lord replied, "My son, if you can't bear its weight, just place your cross inside this room.
Then, open that other door and pick out any cross you wish."
The man was filled with relief said, "Thank you, Lord," and he did as he was told.
Upon entering the other door, he saw many crosses, some so large the tops were not visible. Then, he spotted a tiny cross leaning against a far wall. "I'd like that one, Lord," he whispered.
And the Lord replied, "My son, that is the cross you just brought in."
When life's problems seem overwhelming, it helps to look around and see what other people are coping with. You may consider yourself far more blessed than you imagined.
No matter what kind of burdens we may have, He is always there for us. 
Presented by the Writing Team:
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Chrisandra Wong
Following Him
[image: image10.jpg]


Scripture:
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Observation: 

When Jesus met His disciples for the very first time, they were asked to follow Him. Without doubts, they left everything, and followed Him. The disciples, whom most probably were big in their physical size (as fishermen), needed to have faith like the little ones to leave everything behind, just to follow a ‘carpenter’. 
 
Application:  

This verse reminds me of the importance of having childlike faith. Difficult, it sure is. But God’s grace makes all things possible. Pondering upon it, the word “surrender” came to mind. All believers must surrender our will to God, and to bear fruits for Him. For faith without works is dead. 
 
Response: 

Heavenly Father, thank You for Jesus. Please forgive me for my wavering faith at times, and for doubting You as You have entrusted Your plans and purposes to me. Please help me to become steadfast, fruitful, and fully dependant on You alone. In Jesus’ most precious name, I pray, Amen. 
 
Result: 

I need to learn to listen to Him in peace. While God has His wonderful plans for me, my task is to seek Him to find that path. I will work harder in cultivating a more prayerful life, and pray more consistently with my sister-in-Christ for my oikoses (pre-believer friends). I will seek every opportunity to share the gospel not by my own might, but through the help of the Holy Ghost. I need also to constantly remind myself not to take His grace for granted, but to be thankful and grateful for Jesus is my friend, my Saviour, and my Lord. 
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[image: image14.bmp] MINISTRIES & EVENTS: Fuelled YA Camp 2011
The YA (Young Adults) will be organising a camp from 23rd-25th September 2011. Its purpose is to assist young adults to discover their passion for life in various areas: God, relationships, work and self. Speakers include: Eric Lau (Strategic leader in the corporate world), YB Hannah Yeoh (Malaysia’s state assemblyman), Ps. Chris Kam (District Pastor in DUMC), and Ho J-Son (Serving full-time in DUMC).
Pray: 

· Sufficient participants (target for 300 participants), both Christians and non-Christians, to take part in this camp and be blessed by the messages.

· Wisdom, guidance, and patience for the speakers and organising team.

· God will speak to the YA, for them to rediscover their true fuel in life.  

· Successful marketing efforts. 

· A smooth communication and dealings between related parties at the camp venue of the FELDA resort.
Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:5-6)
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 A TRANSFORMED WORLD: Syria and Hama dispute
Syrian tanks firing shells and machineguns stormed the city of Hama had killed at least 45 civilians in a move to crush demonstrations against President Bashar al-Assad's rule.
Pray:

· Peace to come to these countries and comfort to the family members of the deceased civilians.

· Peace and salvation for victims of the disputes (residents in the unarmed residential districts where the Syrian armies were shooting with their snipers and tanks at). Providence of daily necessity as they flee their homes as a result from of these disputes.

· Humanity within the government of Syria and its forces.

· God’s intervention in the political issues for the good of the people.

· God will open the eyes of the people and reveal Himself to them.
“He gives power to the weak, and to those who have no might He increases strength.” (Isaiah 40:29)
* Weekly Reflection *


“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 


-- 1 Corinthians 15:55 --





"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." (Matthew 4:19)








� SERMON: Christ Crucified


Pray:  


We will remember that Jesus has done it all to save us from sin and death, and we have been redeemed by His crucifixion and resurrection.


We will reminisce of our first love, Jesus Christ.


Loving Christ will not be merely a spoken act, but accompanied by transformed living.


Churches and Christians around the world to comprehend the true meaning and the reason for Jesus’ sacrifice.





Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. (Revelation 2:4)





� MALAYSIA MY NATION: �HYPERLINK "http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2011/5/26/nation/8759875&sec=nation"��Government commitment to Electoral Reform


�After the renowned Bersih 2.0 Rally, where many Malaysians voiced out their wish and hope for free and fair elections, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak made a commitment to electoral reform during his speech to conclude the Malaysian Student Leaders Summit (MSLS) in Kuala Lumpur on 31 July 2011.


Pray:


Our country will indeed practice fair and just elections.


All officials involved in the election process will serve with honesty and integrity of heart.


The selected candidates will be people of righteousness and of God's choosing.


Malaysians of all races will come together in unity to achieve oneness in spirit, and to care for each other in times of distress and despair.


Every potential voter will cherish and exercise their right to vote.


There will be a two-way communication between citizens and the Malaysian government.


All students will have self-dignity and disengage themselves from morally despicable behaviour and activities.





When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people groan. (Proverbs 29:2)
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