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Vision Weekend I – 2012 theme: 

Making Disciples.. Multiply Leaders (Matthew 29:19, 2 Timothy 2:1-7)
By Senior Pastor Dr Daniel Ho
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2011 has passed by quickly like a toilet roll. The more we use it, the faster time runs. Knowingly this, we need to look forward to the next day. Life becomes more exciting when we have a sense of vision and purpose. 
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Our focus last year was building depth and about laying the right foundation. Our focus this year is on building distance.  We need a strong solid framework to last the distance.  We make disciples and multiply leaders in the context of the life of DUMC. Jesus called everyone to make disciples. The disciple of Christ is a pupil, disciple and follower of Him.

We make disciples through preaching, cell groups, School of Leadership (SOL) and Advanced School of Leadership (ASOL). DUMC makes sure that this will take people deeper into the things of God and the word of God. This will build us.  The Greek word for disciple is mathetes from which the word “martyr” comes from. Dietrich von Hoffer wrote in “The Cost of Discipleship” that ‘When Christ calls a man, He bids him to die.’ There is a cost involved. We need to be serious and committed before God.
Last weekend, we learnt that the consequence of discipleship is that firstly, it is critical. This week, we learn that the other consequence is the need to answer to the:
· Commission of the world (Matthew 28:19)

· To make disciples of all nations. 

Jesus Christ commissions us to go to the whole world and make disciples of all nations. “Nations” in the Greek language is “ethne”, where we get the word ethnic. We are to go to all people groups to spread the word (e.g. the Hans of China ; the Tamils, Telegus, Gujeratis of India, etc.). We must always observe and seize every opportunity to share the word. There are many people who are hungry for Jesus. We need to be close to them to reach out to them. For example, Pastor Daniel targeted to lead 50 persons to Christ (one-on-one ) in 2011. We must make goals and set numbers.

1. The status of the Great Commission
We must pray that there be a church in every ethnic group. Out of the 16,700 people groups in the world, 6,900 has less than 2% evangelical Christians. India (2,218 people groups), Pakistan (416), China (426) are among the countries with the most unreached people groups. Most of these, are found in countries located in the 10/40 window.

2. The Gospel to the ends of the earth

How do we reach all people groups in the world? This is done by adopting Coco Cola’s motto, that is, “to put the coke in every human hand.”  Christians do this by:

· Bible translations: When people have the word of God in their own language, they are more open to know the God of the Word. 
· Film: The Jesus Film has been watched by over 6.5 billion people cumulatively and it is translated in many languages. 
· Christian Radio Broadcasting: 91% of the world has a Christian Radio Broadcast. 
3. Dramatic recent progress

As a result of these, evangelical Christianity is growing explosively all over the world at 2.6% as compared to other major religions such as Islam, Buddhism or Hinduism. There is an explosion of church growth in the non-western world.  Christianity has grown by 300 million in the past 10 years, out of which only 10 million are western. China has 125 million believers now versus 1 million believers in 1948. Countries in the world are sending missionaries to the 10/40 window countries. Today, South Korea are the leading country but China is rising fast with the recognition that every Christian believer is one better citizen for the country. 
Why has the Great Commission not been completed? 

1. Spiritual Challenge: Satan is keeping people under bondage. There are more Christians martyred in the 20th century than all the 19 previous centuries combined.

2. Population Challenge:  The world has hit 7 billion people and the harvest is plentiful. 

3. People Group Challenge: The remaining people groups are the most difficult to penetrate in terms of geographic, linguistic and cultural. 
4. Political/National Challenge: The countries with the largest number of unreached tend to be the most closed to Christianity, such as North Korea. The government is relentlessly prosecuting Christians in these countries. These countries are typically poor when they attack God’s people, as Christians are a blessing to any nation.

5. Resource Challenge: Only 1 in 10 missionaries go to unreached peoples and less than 1 penny in every dollar of mission aided-funds are spent on reaching unreached people groups. 
What is our final purpose?

Our final purpose is that there might be worshippers of every tongue and tribe. Missions is about worship and this is aptly surmised in Revelation 7:9. 
Multiply Leaders (2 Timothy 2:1-7)

· To multiply leaders effectively (2 Timothy 2:2)

[image: image5.jpg]


Our second call is the command to multiply leaders and this is indicated in the Vision Flyer for 2012 which states that it will be achieved through:   
1. All leaders to mentor 2 generations down
2. MAG (Mentoring and Accountability Group)
3. Forming core teams in cell groups so that cells can multiply effectively.
4. SOL and ASOL : DUMC is serious in multiplying leaders.
What kind of leaders do we want to multiply? (based on 2 Timothy 2)
1. People with endurance (v. 3) : People who can ‘take it’ like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.
2. Guard against entanglements (v. 4) : Focused on pleasing the Master and not be entangled with distractions of this world. The 3 areas of possible entanglements are R.A.G:
a. Relationships: For singles, make sure the person you marry loves the Lord as much as you or they will pull you away. For those who are married, stay faithful to your spouse.
b. Addictions: Computer, pornography, gambling, smoking, etc. that are hindering us from living our lives fully devoted to the Lord.
c. Greed: Of all forms, especially money. Beware of foolish investments in things that do not last in eternity.

3. Play by the rules (v. 5) : Our rules in life ought to be based on the word of the living God. Investing in the word of God is the wisest investment one can make.

4. Hardworking (v. 6) : DUMC was built by hard and lasting work by people who serve in different ministries. It requires every person to do it together. 
The kind of culture that DUMC seeks to cultivate 

Culture is the glue that binds the church together and is what we see and experience. 

We aim to build a church with these seven attributes:
1. Humility: A culture of submission where we don’t throw our weight around. Everyone is important in DUMC and is respected, accepted and loved the same.

2. Holiness:  We must take sin seriously and not compromise. There is no power without holiness. God is watching. We must repent immediately.

3. Authenticity: Being real, transparent, honest and truthful. No mask. We have nothing to hide, proof, lose and fear despite. Because there is authenticity, there is authority. All kinds of false charges will not stick.
4. Generosity:  DUMC is a generous church as we just give with no strings attached. It is more blessed to give than to receive. We never lose out when we are generous.
5. Faith: Dare to believe God for the impossible. Building DUMC was a great step of faith. We managed to raise more than RM50 million for the Dream Centre when we started with only RM1 million. He provides.

6. Courage: Doing God’s work requires huge courage. We need to stand strong and firm. When we live by the word of God, we have nothing to fear. We practice the 1 Malaysia policy, as we welcome and serve all people from all races and backgrounds.

7. Servanthood: We seek to serve one another and bless one another. A great church has great servants and not bosses. Serve when no one is looking.  A church with servants will make an impact to the church, community and the world. We much reach out to serve everyone, regardless of race, colour and status.

With the vision and theme set before us in 2012, are you excited for all that the Lord will work through us this year? It will truly be a Year of Promotion for all, as we build upon the foundations laid and embrace the promises of God’s Word. 

Sermon summary contributed by Abbey Thangiah
Journal and Prayer Points contributed by Tan Lay Guan
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Power to overcome all things
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Scripture:
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Observation: 

Psalm 124 shares about the challenges in life and living. Written by David, probably after being defeated in battle, he was thankful to God for His mercy and sustenance. He still anchors his hope on God knowing that God is on his side. 

Application:  

· With God by my side, I am able to face greater exploits and challenges in life.

· I could be facing trials and tribulations in 2012, not knowing what is ahead, but with the name of the Lord, I have the power to overcome them.

· I must be mindful that I am carrying the name of the Lord. Hence, I must live a life worthy of His name.

Response: 

Heavenly Father, thank You Lord for the amazing privilege to be carrying Your name and that Your name has the power to overcome all things. I ask Lord that I will bear Your name well in 2012 that in whatever I do and wherever I go, I will carry Your authority, approval and anointing. Help me Lord to overcome whatever that is in store in this new year. In Jesus name, Amen.
Result: 
As I set out this new year, this Psalm is a wonderful reminder and assurance that God will be with me throughout 2012. A response from my end would be firstly to carry the name of the Lord wisely and walking closely with Him. Secondly, I must also be bold to declare the name of the Lord for His name is powerful and allows me to overcome situations that are beyond my abilities, especially in the area of evangelism.
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MINISTRIES & EVENTS: Miracle Rally by Rev Dr Colton Wickramaratne (13-15 January 2012)
Pray:
· Thank the Lord that we can have Rev Dr Colton Wickramaratne with us for a time of miracle and healing.
· Many people, both believers and non-believers, will come to the miracle rally and be touched by the power of God, whether physically, mentally or spiritually. 
· Many will be inspired by Rev Dr Colton’s message and testimony and be changed and transformed to live extraordinarily for God.
· Signs, wonders and miracles, similar to what will happen in this rally, to be a common occurrence in DUMC and will draw many more people to God’s kingdom.
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:40)
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 A TRANSFORMED WORLD: Nigeria Christians hit by fresh Islamist attacks
Nigeria has been hit by a fresh wave of violence apparently targeting the country's Christian communities with certain states being declared a state of emergency.
Pray:

· God’s peace and comfort to be upon friends and families of all Christians that were killed and injured by the attacks.

· God’s divine intervention upon the persecuted Christians in Nigeria.

· The ruling government will step up efforts to crack down on Islamist extremism in the country as well as to protect all of its citizens.

· The church of Jesus Christ will not compromise its position and will continue to be salt and light to all people during this time of danger.
Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, so great is his unfailing love. (Lamentations 3:32)
�








* Weekly Reflection *





“There has never been a spiritual awakening in any country or locality that did not begin in united prayer." 


--  A.T. Pierson  --








Our help is in the name of the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.


(Psalm 124:8)
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Pray:


We will have the sense of urgency to spread the gospel and engage in the area of missions.


More DUMC members will be faithful disciples and also rise up to be godly anchored leaders in their area of work, ministries and families.


All DUMC members will grow into becoming servants of Jesus Christ by practising the 7 culture attributes that DUMC seeks to cultivate.


More Christians will rise up to the challenges facing our church, community and nation and live radically for God.





To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." (John 8:31-32)
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On January 4th, the Prime Minister hosted a luncheon with the Christian Federation Malaysia and other key Christian leaders at his residence in Putrajaya. He announced that the government will introduce several measures to address concerns raised by the Christian community. 


Pray:


The government is sincere in its dialogue with the Christian leaders and will keep their word on the measures announced by the PM. 


Effective and clear implementation of these measures that will benefit the Christian community.


The government will take urgent steps to resolve other major issues involving the Christian community.


More opportunities to have an open and constructive dialogue between the Christian community and the government.


 


There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28)
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