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Community Excel Services Conference: BREAKOUT: Church Without Walls

Sat: A Community Of Compassion (Luke 10:25-37)
By Reverend Elisha Satvinder

Introduction
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What does it mean to be a community of compassion? Compassion is not about charity or feeling good. Compassion is the very heart and sacrifice of God as it drove Jesus to the cross. 

As believers, we lack social engagement. We have drifted from our biblical and historical heritage. Although churches in Malaysia have been actively involved in community work, they are still in the comfortable zone. 

We need to shift gear from the comfort zone to the war zone because God does not have a Plan B. WE ARE IT! We are God’s redemptive society to embrace the purpose and passion of Christ that will bring about powerful transformation in society that will impact our nation.

We, as Christians, sometimes sing songs that we do not mean. We come to the altar but we do not encounter the cross. If we are to impact the society, we must go beyond clichés and being just Sunday Christians. Social engagement, reaching out to the poor and the marginalised is not a CALL. It is a COMMANDMENT. Revival happens when we see people turning away from their ways and embracing God, bringing national and social transformation. We must go beyond a city vision; we must see a national vision!

[image: image2.png]



The Parable of the Good Samaritan

Let us journey through the progression of this parable:
An expert of the law post this question to Jesus one day, Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life? (v 25)

Jesus turned the situation around and asked,
What have you read from the scriptures? (v 26)

The lawyer replied, ’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and, love your neighbour as yourself’ (v 27)

Jesus replied, ‘You have got it right! Do this and you will live’ (v 28)

Who is my neighbour?
But the lawyer wanted to justify himself and asked ’Who is my neighbour?’ (v29)
[image: image3.png]



Jesus then told a story.

A JEWISH man, after performing his religious obligations was travelling from Jerusalem to Jericho when he fell into the hands of robbers. He was stripped of his clothes, beaten and was left to die. (v 30)
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A Priest going down the same road saw the man and passed by on the other side. (v 31)
Stopping to help would mean inconvenience to the priest. How many people have passed us by daily but we failed to stop and engage?

Likewise, a Levite came to the place, saw and checked on the man, and passed by on the other side. (v 32)

According to the Pentateuch, God had instituted certain duties to the Priests and Levites, which included how to take care of widows, orphans and also people in trouble. Both the Priest and the Levite have failed in carrying out their duties.  
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Then came a Samaritan, who was at that time regarded as ‘pariahs’ or outcasts of society and when he saw the injured man, he had COMPASSION on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then, he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next day, he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him’, he said. ‘And when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have’ (v 33 – 35)

The Jewish man who was beaten up can be compared to a white supremacist, who believed that a person of a different skin colour from him was cursed by God. The Samaritan can be compared to a black freedom fighter, who had been oppressed by society. 
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Jesus then asked, ‘Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?’ (v 36) 

The lawyer said ‘The one who had mercy on him’. (v 37) 

Jesus said ‘Go and do likewise’ (v 37).

What does it mean to love God and neighbour?
God has commanded us to love our neighbour to the same extent that we love God. Love and compassion were demonstrated to us when the Samaritan stopped and met the injured man’s needs. 

As yourself this: If we give RM500 to the poor, does that mean that we love the poor? If we pray for a poor family, do we really love that family, or is it just something we do to fulfil our Christian duty?

What will compassion do to us?
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i. It will cost us something
We will be discomforted. The Samaritan was obviously on his way to somewhere when he stopped. In order to help, he had to change direction, use his own wine and oil to nurse the man, put the man on his own donkey, and spend his own money. Compassion will always cost us something. What are we willing to sacrifice?

ii. It confronts your comfort zones

Imagine the apprehension that the Samaritan had. He had been despised and oppressed by the Jews. Yet, he stopped to help the very person who would consider him a dog in society. Isn’t that the gospel in action?

If something bad were to happen to someone who despised us, our normal reaction would be, ‘Serve him right! God has vindicated me.’ We need to truly understand the meaning of compassion before making such statements.

Pastor gave an example of a group of youths who were supposed to go for a camp, but when the flood hit Brisbane, they spent the weekend cleaning mud instead. It was definitely not comfortable or convenient, but it was necessary. That weekend, they became a community of compassion.

iii. It deals with our individualistic attitudes

Traditionally, this parable speaks of a moral, ethical issue. However, it also leads to a ‘spatial definition’ of who MY neighbour is. Do our neighbours just mean the people in our homes, neighbourhoods and workplaces and those outside these circles are someone else’s neighbour? This spatial definition fits our individualistic lives.

We do not physically break down our church walls to become a church without walls. As people of God, we may have erected psychosocial, emotional and mental walls which are harder to remove than the physical walls. What walls have we put up that people cannot enter or that we cannot go out?  The greatest walls that we need to tear down are the walls within us. 
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In the same way, we love God with our heart, mind, soul and strength, we are to love the battered and rejects of society. Mission work and Christian living begin the moment we walk out the church door. 

How would we react, if by God’s supernatural work, a group of people from society, who are not so well to do, smelly, poorly dressed and rowdy walks into our church next weekend and occupy the first 3 rows of seats? Will we be able to love them?

If we go into the homes of the poor and broken and we begin to show compassion and follow through, we do not need to preach John 3:16 or the 4 spiritual laws because the gospel has been displayed through our actions. Action speaks louder than words.

iv. It causes us to cross our social and ethnic boundaries
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Would we be a community that would cross over social, ethnic and religious boundaries to share the message of the gospel? 
Sometimes in our community, we may feel as if we are looked down upon and marginalised and we react by sending our children overseas or migrate to another country. What then gives us the right to pray for revival in this country? 

John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that He GAVE His one and only son… 

For all groups of people in this county, John 3:16 is for them. Can we break social and racial barriers and bring the compassion of Christ to all people? 

We are challenged to start a conspiracy of LOVE. Although there will be reservations and suspicions, God’s heart and love will be revealed at the end. 
v. It causes us to become the healing agent of Christ
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Christians represent a healing society, demonstrating God’s healing and touch especially to the weak and abused. Therefore, we need to connect with society, build bridges and intentionally make friends across ethnicities. 

Being a community of compassion will not be easy but it is definitely worth it. 

Conclusion
A young boy, known in a little village as a rascal, caught a bird in his hands one day. He said to himself ‘HAHA! Today I will embarrass the foolish old man!’

Across the village lived a wise old man, whom many people go to for counsel. The young boy ran to the wise man’s house with the bird in his hands and shouted, ‘WISE MAN! WISE MAN!’

The wise man, sensing trouble, asked the boy, ‘Yes, young boy?’

The boy replied, ‘I have a bird in my hands. Can you tell me whether it is alive or dead?’
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The wise man thought to himself, ‘If I say the bird is alive, and the bird IS alive, the boy would kill it.’ So he said, ‘Son, the life of the bird is in YOUR hands.’ 
In the same way, the lives of the communities that need to be impacted and transformed are in our hands. It will be a difficult journey because we first need to get out of our comfort zone and our prejudices. We need to surrender to God and pray that transformation begins in us, so that we can be a community of compassion, touching one life at a time to bring about revival.

Will you become God’s community of compassion? 
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Sun: Working Towards a Just Distribution of Resources
By Ms. Robyn Robertson

As of August 2011, the world’s population exceeded 7 billion, of which, many are suffering from poverty because there is not enough resources to go around. Despite much of the riches that are concentrated in mega cities, many of the world are impoverished. 

How could this be? That is because the distribution of resources today (and ever since the fall of mankind in Genesis) has been imbalanced. In order to battle poverty, we must make it personal to ourselves. Put ourselves in their shoes. 
Over the past years, many campaigns to eradicate poverty are happening around the world, the most recent one by the United Nations being the Millennium Development Goal. That said, poverty will never be eradicated because Jesus did say, “You will always have the poor amongst you” (John 12:8)
Why did Jesus say such a thing?

[image: image13.jpg]


To understand this, we need to have this picture in our mind. Imagine a hospital with a palliative care ward and an emergency ward. The intensities of these two departments are very different with the latter typically with dire urgency. Most of us think of poverty as “patients in the palliative ward”. To battle poverty, we must think of them as “patients in the emergency ward”. 

Poverty is a huge problem and God wants us to deal with high intensity, as it is an urgent matter.
Why do we need to pursue after justice?

In God’s original design, His plan was for Man to have a relationship with Him. He created man and wanted Man to be fruitful and rule over the earth. But there were certain rules that man has to obey. God forbade the first man and woman to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 2: 16-17). The serpent came and tempted them. They chose to ignore the consequences and ate the fruit. The relationship between God and man was broken. God’s original plan was affected. That moment marked the beginning of injustice. When leaders and those in power no longer fear the consequences of their actions, they exploit people. Corruption starts and the unjust distribution of resources results.      
But Christ has come to intervene. John 10:10 reminds us that Christ has come to give life and life to the full. We must work with Christ to restore life and fight the injustice that is so prevalent all over the world that results in poverty.                                           

3 principles to understand when we intend to battle poverty:

1. Eternity is real. Know who is really in charge and fight for it. In the world, most people do not think of God as being the one in charge. For the church, we know that Christ is in charge. God wants us to fight the injustice on earth for He is with us. When Moses requested that Pharaoh release the Israelites to worship God, Pharaoh refused because he thought he was in charge. In actual fact, God was the one in charge and later showed it through signs and wonders. 

2. Investments in the temporal world are important. Invest into lives that matter, and these include lives of those who are poor and marginalized of this world. In situations where there are the weak and the strong, God always stand on the side of the weak. To fight for justice we must allow God to live in us. We must act, doing what God requires us to do. And when there is breakthrough, all glory is to be attributed to God because He is in charge.
3. Every Christian is called to serve Christ’s mission (Luke 4:18-19). We need to get out of palliative care and move into the emergency ward! Ask yourself this question: How do you see the poor today? How does Jesus see the poor today? How could we let others of the world, like movie stars, do more for the needy than those from churches? When will we see what is happening in the world from Christ’s eyes?
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Robyn later shared a personal story of hers on how she viewed the poor. 

During the time when she served in India, she would pass by three beggars on her way to work. One day, she was late to work and right before boarding the tramp, one of the beggars pulled her aside. He offered her a cup of tea and then asked her to sing hymns with him.

Standing at that crossroad, Robyn was thinking whether she should rush to work so that she could “serve” the poor or be an agent of Christ and serve that beggar there and then. Needless to say, she agreed to sing hymns with the beggar and later on found out that the poor man used to work for the British Council. His children all passed away and now he is left alone with no one to care for him. 
Christ comes in the form of the poor. Matthew 25:40 clearly says this, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 
There will always be the poor amongst us because that is how Jesus shows Himself. We cannot begin to have a personal relationship with Jesus until we have a personal relationship with the poor. The poor and Jesus cannot be disconnected because He always sides with the poor. 
Remember, the poor amongst us are not patients waiting in the palliative care ward. They are in the emergency ward to whom we need to give our immediate attention to. Jesus Christ came to the earth to serve the poor and needy. As God’s children, we must follow Jesus and serve His mission.
Be challenged that Christ has called us to love those whom He loves too. Take up the cross and serve the poor. 

Contributed by:

Kenny Lum, Felicia Chang, Chuey Ee (Writing Team Interns)










* Weekly Reflection *





Seminary educated my mind, but the poor education my heart


—Rev Elisha Satvinder -- 
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