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Saturday: The High Call to Jesus’ Disciples - Present Your Body as a Living Sacrifice and Preach the Gospel
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By Pastor Dennis Balcombe
Pastor Dennis Balcombe was born and raised in California. He found the Lord at the age of 16 and was called into ministry. In fact, Pastor Dennis believes that everyone is called into the ministry, and that everyone has a calling, as depicted in the title of today’s sermon: The High Call to Jesus’ Disciples- Present Your Body As A Living Sacrifice And Preach The Gospel. 

More details of Pastor Dennis Balcombe can be found here.
Are you willing to be a “Living Sacrifice”?

Romans 12: 1-2

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”
When the Bible says “as living sacrifices”, it includes of our everyday deeds - our time, what we do with our personal lives, families, finances, etc., which is to be “holy and pleasing unto the Lord.” The phrase “act of worship” means that worship is not something what we do in church only, but what we do everyday. 

Therefore, our mind is “transformed” by the power of the Holy Spirit. Pr Balcombe shared a “secret” with the congregation: he said that if we were to pray in tongues for at least half an hour (or one hour) every day, eventually our thinking would change. We will: 

· Have the love for the things of God

· Holy Spirit will pray through us
· God will speak to us (we will hear His voice)
· Our thoughts will change
· We will no longer be interested in the worldly things

· We will want to please God and pray for many, many people
The Bible says that if we do that, then we “will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will” as we pray in the Holy Spirit. As we do this, we will begin to hear the call of Jesus that comes to every generation to all of His believers. He wants us to be His disciples. 
The call to discipleship

Luke 14:25-27

Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
The word “cross” often speaks of the persecution and obstacles of Christians who are living in the dark world. As Christ followers, we must be willing to pay the price. 

The call to produce fruit

As often as we hear about the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, kindness, long suffering, patience, gentleness, goodness, (Galatians 5:22-23) these are all His character. The longer we follow Jesus, the more we will form a more complete Christian character. However, in the Gospel of John, Pr. Balcombe believes that Jesus was not talking about our character. He was talking about leading people to Christ, preaching the Gospel, and building the Kingdom of God.

John 15:15-17

I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other.

Today is the time of the ‘Harvest’, as compared to many years ago when it was just a time for ‘Planting’ in China, Russia, South America, India and Asia, where missionaries had spent their whole life to only see a few converts. They planted the Word.
Lift up your Eyes and Look on the Fields!

In John 4:35, Jesus said to His disciples, “…open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.” 
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Looking at today’s “field”, the Chinese form the largest community in the world. Many experts believe that China probably now has 1.5 billion people, contrary to the underestimated report by the China government, which claims that China has only 1.34 billion people. With all the Chinese overseas, 1 out of 4 people in the world today are Han Chinese. Their language, “Han Yu” or “Pu Thong Hua” (Mandarin) is the most widely spoken language in the world. More people are speaking Mandarin than English, or any other languages. However, more than 80 percent of people in China have never heard of the Gospel. Pastor Balcombe believes that the Chinese is the greatest harvest field. 
How Beautiful Upon the Mountains

Isaiah 52:7

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!”

[image: image6.jpg]


The Good News is that our God is reigning, and He reigns forever. We are to proclaim His salvation, the Good News. Pr Balcombe reminded us to keep on “preaching the Gospel”, and leave other discussions, such as Armageddon, 666, the beasts, etc, to Bible studies and discourses, for only God knows the future. But one thing we know for sure is that God has died for our sins. He came to give us abundant life, forgive our sins, heal our bodies, set people free, cast out demons in the name of Jesus. This is part and parcel of the Good News. 

Evangelism is the Key to Unity

Isaiah 52:8

Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for joy. When the LORD returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eyes.

The Bible says that the watchmen will lift up their voice, and with their own eyes they will see God returning to Zion. 

In China, there are two type of churches: The House church (the unregistered/underground church, that usually refuses to register with the government because they believe they are too tightly controlled, or are not fully conveying the message of the Bible) and Three-Self church (state-controlled Protestant church, who believes in a different theology from the Bible).
· The House Churches are working together in Chongqing, which has over 38 million people: over 5,000 house churches, and about 500 open churches.

· The spirit filled house churches in Chongqing are in complete unity because all are involved in preaching the Gospel.

The Challenge of Missions in Asia

The Lord wants us to ask of Him. Pastor Balcombe was called to China when he was young, and he began asking for China when the country was closed.

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession (Psalm 2:8)
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Through meditating on the verse above, Pastor Balcombe started to pray for China 3 hours everyday, and prayed all night long every Fridays without fail from 1961-1969 when he went as a missionary to Hong Kong. From there, he prayed and fasted for another eight years until China opened, by asking God for the people of China. Eventually, his prayers (and of many others) came to past when China declared its Open Door Policy in 1978. 

He challenged us to think of the things we want to do with the rest of our lives. Do we want to make more money, get a nice house and retire? Everybody does that. Or do we want to preach the Gospel and bring in the harvest so that when you see the Lord He will say, “Well done my good and faithful servant”.
Out of the rough figure of 1.5 billion people in China, 6% are not Han Chinese and had never heard of the Gospel. Other than those who practice faith oppose Christianity, the rest are very open to the Gospel. The government and polices of China have no problem with these people becoming Christians, thinking that it is far better than them joining a religious militant or political group. Pr Balcombe stressed the importance in preaching the Gospel in all places, and then the Lord will return.
And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. (Matthew 24:14)

The bottom line of the Covenant: You will be a blessing to other nations!

God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:2-3 are formed into two parts:

Part 1: Top line of the promise

“I will make you into a great nation 
   and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 

Part 2: 
   and you will be a blessing. 
 I will bless those who bless you, 
   and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
   will be blessed through you.”
We all want to be blessed, and God will do that for us. But the bottom line is that most Christians are not really interested in preaching the Gospel and that is where the heart of God is. 
As promised, we will receive the promise to Abraham:
Galatians 3:16, 29

16 The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ.

29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.

The mentioned “promises” are the promises to the church today. There is no such thing as “substitute theology”, and there is no substitute only to Israel. God has a plan for Israel and for the church. Both are equally important. 
The Jews are his natural (Earthy)
“I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies…” (Genesis 22:17)
There are two types of seeds where the Lord will multiply it: 

(1) As the stars in the sky (Spiritual Descendants)
(2) As the sand on the seashore (descendants of Israel, natural seeds of the Lord)
The SAND of the shore

Even Jacob prayed according to the Lord’s promise to the descendants of Israel (natural seeds of the Lord):

But you have said, ‘I will surely make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted.’” (Genesis 32:12)
The STARS in the sky

Spiritual Descendants of Abraham:

He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. (Genesis 15:5-6)
This is the time of revival. The churches are growing much faster than the population is (in China): 

· All over the world, there’s an estimate of 170,000 or more people who come to Christ and baptised in water every day.

· All over the world, there’s an estimate of over 1,000 churches planted everyday.
Any church that believes in Mission will grow. 
	Chinese Idioms

Pr. Balcombe shared some of his favourite Chinese Idioms that teach us to be humble:

1. 活到老学到老(You are a learner all your life)

2. 抛砖引玉 (Throw out the brick to get jade)

3. 温故事而知新 (Study the old to learn new things)
4. 三人行必有唔师 (When three of us walk together, one is my teacher)



China has always been like a magnet that attracts foreign missionaries to the shore, the first being Robert Morrison in 1807 who believes that only God will change China. It took him 7 years before his first convert, and 14 years before the Bible was translated. All these happened 196 years ago. Now, China has the largest Christian population of any nation in the world, with probably around 100 million Christians in China right now. 
However, missionary work is not without sacrifice. Below are the two examples where many Christian lives were taken:
1. Heavenly Peace Revolution in the early 19th century: 20 million people died in this Christian revolution.

2. Boxer Rebellion in 1900: 45,000 Christians and 266 missionaries were killed in 3 months.

Still, many more missionaries come to China, to name a few: Timothy Richard, John Sung, Lottie Moon, Pastor Xi Sheng-mo, and Hudson Taylor. We may be reluctant to go when God has command us, but the Lord said, “You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you” (Jeremiah 1:7).

In Paul’s finishing testimony, he made a moving statement, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). How about you? There is a call of God in your life. But have you kept the faith? The only way to keep this is through the baptism of the holy spirit, the fire that comes from the Holy Spirit: 
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:21-22)
With all the testimonies we hear about missionaries sacrificing everything for the salvation of people in China, it is the love of Christ that conquers all. 

In Romans 10 it is clearly stated that people need to hear about the Gospel before they can get saved. Therefore, if we do not preach, they will perish:

2 Timothy 4:1-5

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.

Whatever happens, be faithful to the call for your life:


Acts 20:21-24 

I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there.  I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me.  However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace.

A total of 250,000 missionaries have died in China. For example, John Sung burnt himself alive for the Gospel and had led over 100,000 Chinese to the Lord. Wang Ming Dao (the father of the House Church movement) was imprisoned for 28 years because he was reluctant to join the official churches at that time, the Three-Self Church, because of the doctrine that does not believe in Jesus rising from the dead and the basic principles of Christianity. Yet, he said it was a 28 year honeymoon with the Lord Jesus Christ. All these are done because Christ came and died for us. 

[image: image8.bmp]Pr. Dennis Balcombe shared with us his life journey as a missionary in China, from disguising as Chinese to as a corpse in a casket. He also showed us video clips about how Christians in China serve regardless of the venue or comfort level of the surroundings. Great testimonies such as massive growth of 6 believers to 3,000 people in a church in China. Revival is taking place. 
Through miracles, God is going to change our city, our church, and our families. Through miracles, the power of God is going to bring healings. Messages preached by Pr. Dennis never change, “Be filled with the Holy Spirit”, and we will be going back to the days of the Bible, where miracles, signs, and wonders happened, whole villages turn to the Lord, and people are being raised from the dead.

Sunday: Studies on Psalm 119: Series VIII
Getting the Most Out of God’s Word (Psalm 119:161-176)
by Pastor Datuk Kee Sue Sing
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Introduction
As believers of Jesus Christ, we should all be convinced that God’s word is precious and the authoritative Word of God. 

Quoting Charles Colson, from his book “Loving God”:  The bible is banned, burned, beloved. More widely read, more frequently attacked than any other book in history. Generations of intellectuals have attempted to discredit it; dictators of every age have outlawed it and executed those who read it. Yet soldiers carry it into battle believing it more powerful than their weapons. Fragments of it smuggled into solitary prison cells have transformed ruthless killers into gentle saints. Pieced-together scraps of Scripture have converted whole villages of pagan Indians.
Yearly, the Bible outsells every bestseller. Portions have been translated into more than 1,800 languages, and even carried to moon. 

Literature classics endure the centuries. Philosophers mold the thoughts of generations unborn. Modern media shape current culture. Yet nothing had affected the rise and fall of civilisation, the character of cultures, the structure of governments, and the lives of the inhabitants of this planet as profoundly as the words of the Bible. 
Ages have changed but nothing has changed the Word of God. In fact, the Word of God has changed the world. 

We have heard the past 7 sermons on the Word of God from Psalm 119. We have seen how the psalmist was deeply devoted to the Bible. We need to ask ourselves today:

How many of us have truly benefited from the bible?

How many of us have ready testimonies to share with others about the bible?

The 4 steps in seeking the most out of God’s word:

Step 1- Value the Word

[image: image10.bmp]We need to have a proper assessment and estimation of the bible to recognise and appreciate the intrinsic value (worth) of the bible. We need to have high regard towards the Word of God, honour and esteem it. We should then stand in awe of the truth and power of God’s word and get the most out of God’s word. 
Let’s examine the examples of the attitudes of the groups of people below and examine if we possess the same attitudes.

The example of attitudes of:

1. The Attitude of the Psalmist

a. He trembles at God’s word (v.161)

‘Tremble’ here conveys a holy fear, reverence, respect and awe. There is a deep sense of holiness of God stamped upon every sentence of the Word of God. Therefore, the psalmist takes heed and yields himself entirely to His holy influence, so afraid to reject or disregard its dictates. 

There is a good reason to tremble at God’s word. We should be struck by an awe and tremble upon the Word of God as in these verses reveal its truth. 

Romans 1:16 – I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.
Hebrews 4:12 - For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
Jeremiah 23:29 - "Is not my word like fire," declares the LORD, "and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 

Isaiah 55: 10-11 -  so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
John 12:48 - There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day.
When we are confronted with the Word of God, we need to receive it with trembling and respect and not try to find loopholes to avoid it. 

The man who trembles at God’s word is the man to whom the Lord will look (Isaiah 66:2)

b. He treasures God’s word (v.162)

Soldiers looked for spoils of war after they had won the battle so as to make wealth or fortune out of it. But the psalmist described that the riches he found in the Word of God is far above the spoils found from war. David valued God’s word far above the spoils. The Word of God is a precious gem. It involves great effort to dig and find treasures in them. As Charles Spurgeon says, it demands us the discipline and courage, like soldiers, to rummage and dig deep to find the treasures.

· Paul urged us to give ourselves wholly to study the Word (1 Timothy 4:15). We must labour in the Word and doctrine, toil to the point of weariness and exhaustion (1 Timothy 5:17).

· D L Moody says that he never saw a useful Christian who was not a student of the bible.
2. The Attitude of our Lord Jesus Himself

Jesus often quoted the Old Testament in support of His teaching to the crowd, in the discussion with the antagonistic Jews, in answering questions of the crowd, in instructing to the disciples; refer to it in his prayers to the Father, and on the cross in His suffering and in His resurrection glory. Though we may see a different picture painted by the 4 gospels, but they agree on the representation of the attitude of Jesus Christ towards to Old Testament, its constant use and unquestioning endorsement of its authority of the Word of God. 
3. The Attitude of the New Testament Writers

They hold the Scripture in the highest regard. They use quotations in their sermons, histories, letters, prayers, and in addressing churches, Jews and Gentiles, seasoned Christians, new converts and crowds. They use it for argumentations, illustrations, and instructions. They used it for documentations, prophecies and reproves. They used it in times of stress and mature thinking, in prison or abroad. They often used the Word of God and were ready to refer to the Scripture. They included:

· 250 express or direct OT quotations

· 1000 indirect or partial quotations
4. The modern day example - story of Alexander Duff

He was a Christian Protestant Presbyterian missionary of Scottish heritage who worked in India. After an adventurous voyage during which he was twice shipwrecked, his entire library of 800 volumes of immense treasures of literature was lost. He lost everything. He then saw a small package floating in the sea and it was his bible. In spite of his lost, his heart soared and he was grateful that this one Book alone is worth all the others put together. He gathered the travellers that survived and began to preach the Travellers Psalm (psalm 107). He began his class on the bible, from a class of five that grew to 300. Duff opened a school in which all kinds of secular subjects were taught, from the rudiments upwards to a university standard, alongside the Bible.
Therefore, hold the bible of high esteem, for this is the mark of true saints.
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Step 2- Loving the Word

Value it > Love it

When something is perceived to be valuable, it is natural that we will love it. Like how mothers naturally love the child, treasure and take care of them tirelessly (v163, 167)

It should be natural for Christians to love the bible. The way we treat the bible is a reflection of our love towards God.

· Love is predominantly shown by the giving of time. 

It is the same with the Word of God. We grow in word and in His truth, not just from Sunday sermon, but through lively, intentional and daily intake of the Word of God.

We do not try to find time, but carve out time for God’s word (v. 97)
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A man in Kansas City was severely injured in an explosion. Evangelist Robert L. Sumner tells about him in his book “The Wonders of the Word of God.” The victim’s face was badly disfigured, and he lost his eyesight as well as both hands. 
He was just a new Christian, and one of his greatest disappointments was that he could no longer read the Bible. Then, he heard about a lady in England who read Braille with her lips. Hoping to do the same, he sent for some books of the Bible in Braille. Much to his dismay, however, he discovered that the nerve endings in his lips had been destroyed by the explosion. One day, as he brought one of the Braille pages to his lips, his tongue happened to touch a few of the raised characters and he could feel them. Like a flash he thought, I can read the Bible using my tongue. At the time Robert Sumner wrote his book, the man had “read” through the entire Bible four times (The Wonders of the Word of God, by Robert L. Sumner).
What extent will we go for the Word of God?

Let’s make a decision today to read His word and commune with Him daily.
Step 3- Obeying the Word of God

Value it > Love it > Obey it (v.166-168) 
Love and obedience is intertwined and the relationship between love and obedience are illustrated in John 14:15,21; 23-24.
Outward perspective or appearance can be deceptive and words are cheap. It is difficult to tell if a person genuinely love Jesus. But it’s easy to tell if a person is obedient.

From Pastor’s recent journaling, he read Matt 1 on the birth of Jesus Christ. During this season of Christmas, one man is always forgotten – Joseph! 

· Joseph – the forgotten man

· Most admirable character

· Just, righteous, protective, courageous and OBEDIENT (Matthew 1:24)

· His awesome responsibilities – God placing His Son under his care!

When the angel of the Lord asked him to take Mary as his wife and later asked him to flee to Egypt with Mary and Jesus, he obeyed. His obedience is commendable (Matthew 1:24; 2:13-14). He took on the awesome responsibility to take care of Jesus. God saw the obedience of Joseph. 

· Our incredible influence upon our children

What about you and I? God also entrusted us children/ grandchildren/ nieces & nephews. These are awesome responsibilities. He placed them into our care to be loved, nurtured and to grow to give glory to Him. 

Therefore, the Word of God should occupy the preeminent part of our lives in order for us to impart to our children. We need to relate to our own life and let the Word of God be the dominant and guiding force for our lives. We need to regulate our lifestyles and set good examples to our children.

The proof of our love for God is our obedience to the commands of God.

[image: image13.bmp]Step 4- Benefiting from Word of God

Value it > Love it > Obey it > Benefitting from it 
(v. 165) He is the Prince of peace who comes to bring peace to us by embracing His Word. 

(v. 169) When we feel the desperate need for spiritual understanding when we stumble, we must acknowledge God’s help.

(v. 170) When there’s no way out of our circumstances, apart from God’s deliverance through His word.
(v. 173) God will be there when we need help.

Have you ever needed help?

God sends us His help daily through His matchless and awesome Word.

The Bible is a marvelous unequaled book.  Everyone should put a warning label on the Bible that says: "Warning: this book is habit forming, regular use causes loss of anxiety, decreased appetite for lying, cheating, lusting, hating and stealing.  Symptoms of condition are increased feelings of joy, peace, love and compassion." 

Recap

Value the Word

             V

Love the Word

             V

Obey the Word

             V

Benefitting from the Word
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Get into the habit of the above. The 4 steps above go on to form a cycle like a wheel. When we value the Word of God, we will love the Word of God increasingly and all the more eager to obey the Word of God and benefit from it greatly. When we are diligent, we will soon find ourselves making multiple revolutions of the cycle. Like a wheel when we pick up speed and we integrate this into our daily life, it soon will become seamless and run smoothly.

We are privileged and have an awesome resource and inheritance. But we take such little advantage of it. The irony is that sometimes we are gasping in the sea of our problem and wonder why God is not saving us. But we forgot that we can all draw from Him from His word, the lifeline, and the streams and fountain of Living Water that can save us! (Illustration of the Amazon river flowing into the ocean and the sailors who sail near its shore who ironically died from thirst).

Conclusion
The psalmist rounded up Psalm 119 with verse 176, that gives an insight into the conclusion of what we should be doing with the Word of God:-
“I have strayed” – propensity for the psalmist to wander, get lost and stumble
“Seek Your Servant” – professing the need for help; he expressed his utter inability to find his way back without God’s help
“I have not forgotten” – he still did not forget the Word of God and it is still deposited in his heart and mind.
The psalmist is someone who loves His word and is thoroughly devoted to the Word of God. Yet, he ends the psalm by confessing his tendency to wander off. That shows how real and easy it is for us to wander off. However, we take comfort that God can and will use His word to bring us back. There is absolutely no reason for us not to read and study His word.

So to conclude the study of Psalm 119, one verse that you can probably gleaned from Psalm 119 is

· BACK TO THE WORD

May we all treasure the Word of God and seek to get the most out of it!

Presented by the Writing Team:
Chrisandra Wong and Amy Wong
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Father-Son/Daughter relationship
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Scripture:
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Observation: 

The most beautiful thing about Christianity is the father and son/daughter relationship we have with God Himself. God was the initiator who embraced, received and called us His own. God bestowed upon us His spirit so that we can recognise Him as our Father in Heaven, which is a privileged and precious status, and not a slave (subject to bondage of the world). God also made us His heir, who can inherit the richness of His spiritual inheritance.

Application:  

God is not the authoritative dictator or judge from on high, but a gracious and compassionate Father who loves us as His sons/daughters. When we receive that great assurance, our spirit will leap and call Him ‘Abba Father’, out of joy and freedom. We are His spiritual heirs, and we should resemble and follow after His character by displaying the fruit of the Spirit and bear good witness to His name.

Response: 

My heart is warmed again after reading these assuring words from You, Lord. I thank You that You are the greatest Father who loved me for who I am, picked me up from my pit and had bestowed upon me such an awesome spiritual inheritance. I am so grateful that I can live everyday victoriously knowing that I am Yours and that I do not have to be subject to slavery of sin and the devil. Help me to be more like Christ everyday in the way I perceive life, treasure people and value what truly matters. I want to live a life with great purpose, fulfilling your destiny and design for me. Thank You Lord, In Jesus name!

Result: 
To know whom one belongs to is absolutely crucial to determine how we live and manage our lives. Whenever I am faced with challenges or temptations in life, I always remember that He is my gracious Father and will always watch over me and direct my path. In my recent quest on my career direction, I not only grew spiritually by listening intently to Him as my Abba Father, but I gained the confidence and faith to walk down the path that He directed me with no fear or doubts. His peace truly transcends all understanding.
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MINISTRIES & EVENTS: Christmas Evangelistic Campaign: KINDLE (16-18 Dec) 
Pray:
· Many receptive pre-believers will turn up and be ministered by the cast and the anointed evangelistic message.
· For a mighty and powerful visitation of the Holy Spirit so that many hearts will be touched, ministered, healed and transformed to walk into the light of His kingdom.
· Protection, good health, divine strength and heightened sensitivity to the Holy Spirit upon the entire cast, ministers, counsellors, and pastors throughout the 3 day campaign. 

· For open hearts and mind, and against deception or hindrances of all forms so that every person will receive a clear message and call from the Lord.
'Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.' (Jeremiah 33:3)
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 A TRANSFORMED WORLD: Protection and peace during times of Persecution and Threats
Recently, cases of persecution and threats of violence were reported against Christians, such as: 

- Muslim Extremists Destroy Lives, Church Buildings in Nigeria

- Christian Civilians in Burma Face Deadly Attacks

- Al Qaeda Cell in Turkey Accused of Planning to Bomb Churches

Pray:
· Conviction upon the heart of the extremists to turn away from their sinful and wrongful acts and that this will lead to their repentance. 
· Wisdom and cooperation of authorities and citizens to work together to contain the outbreak of violence and hatred, and instead to promote peace and harmony.
· Christians to turn to God in prayer and intercession to gain divine confidence that He is in control and in charge of every difficult situation.
· Christians to rise up in faith and courage to be the agent of peace and to be God’s strong, immovable church of Jesus Christ in these countries.
Rescue me, LORD, from evildoers; protect me from the violent, who devise evil plans in their hearts and stir up war every day (Psalm 140:1-2)

* Weekly Reflection *


When you read God's Word, you must constantly be saying to yourself, "It is talking to me, and about me." 


--Soren Kierkegaard--








Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, <"Abba>, Father." So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. (Galatians 4:6)


(Gal 4:6-7)








� SERMON: Getting the Most Out of God’s Word


Pray:


Christians will truly love His words and hide them in our hearts. 


Christians will seek to meditate, glean and get the most out of God’s word.


Christians will drink from the ‘Living water’ that satisfies the deepest longing of our hearts and not settle for ‘cheap substitutes in life.


All of us will grow in maturity and depth in understanding the Word of God and the God of the Word.





I obey your statutes, for I love them greatly (Psalm 119:167)





� MALAYSIA MY NATION: Permit for Carollers


It was reported recently about a request by the Klang district police for two churches to hand over details of homeowners they would visit while carolling, which indicates an attempt to clamp down on religious freedom.


Pray:


The police will respect and not politicise long-held religious customs by imposing irregular requests on submission of names and activities of carolers or the need for permit applications.


The true spirit of Christmas and caroling (to spread joy and peace to homes) will be upheld and protected.


Malaysians will continue to enjoy and appreciate the celebration of Christmas openly, without persecution or injustice.


The Malaysian government, overzealous religious authorities and the police force will continue to respect religious freedom and practices that do not disturb public order, and to refrain from infringing on the religious freedom of others.





You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you (Isaiah 26:3)
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