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Studies on Psalm 119: Series VII 
God’s Word in Challenging Times (Psalm 119:145-160)
By Senior Pastor Dr Daniel Ho
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How many of us will look back over this past year, and rejoice that we have grown in wisdom, character and Christ-likeness? This change and transformation of our lives can only come about through the power of God’s Word.

As we continuously strive to “present everyone mature in Christ” (which is also our church theme for 2011), we need to remember three crucial aspects of growing in maturity:

· The Word of God

· Prayer

· Ministry
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The more we involve ourselves in ministry and service, the more we will begin to grow and mature in our walk with Christ. Therefore, we are challenged to ask ourselves: is there at least one area in which we are currently involved in serving (whether in the church, outside the church, or out in the marketplace)? In all that we do, we need to ensure that we are engaged in making Jesus Christ known, and bringing people one step closer to the Kingdom of God.
Introduction
We need to recognise that we will all be faced with challenges, difficulties and problems as we go through life. As Christians, we seek to obey God, walk in line with His Word and live righteously before Him.
For the Righteous in Challenging Times:
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1. They obey and keep God’s laws in spite of challenges (v. 145, 146, 153)

“I call with all my heart; answer me, LORD, and I will obey your decrees. I call out to you; save me and I will keep your statutes.” (v. 145,146)
“Look on my suffering and deliver me, for I have not forgotten your law.” (v. 119:153)
In the midst of emphasising the purpose, the power, the blessings, and all else that we can derive from God’s Word, the psalmist also tells us very honestly that there will be problems and difficulties that we will be faced with.
As we seek to walk in accordance with God’s laws, we will be faced with difficulties and problems. Pastor Daniel related a recent experience where he was chatting with couple over lunch. The conversation gradually steered towards ancient civilisations and in response to a question, Pastor Daniel shared that the collapse of ancient civilisations was due to issues of spiritual and physical morality. Upon bringing up the topic of faith and ethics, the couple turned very defensive and began to be almost shockingly aggressive.
Likewise, when we seek to communicate and befriend people, we will sometimes tread on sensitive ground, and may be subject to retaliation and attacks. Nevertheless, in spite of challenges, it is important for us to hold on to God’s Word.

A clear example of this can be found in the Book of Job. Now, Job was a man who sought to walk with God and honour God in all areas of his life and family. Nevertheless, problem after problem came upon him until: “His wife said to him, ‘Are you still maintaining your integrity? Curse God and die!’.” (Job 2:9)
However, Job replied: “He replied, ‘You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?’ In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.” (Job 2:10)
Job knew and accepted that life would be full of challenges and problems, some of which could not be explained or understood, even though the attacks and problems which came again and again had begun to cause even his own wife to doubt God’s goodness.
Like Job, in spite of challenges, there is a need for us to respond correctly. If we do not respond correctly, it would enslave us and make us useless for God. Therefore, we need to learn to look to God and hold on to God’s laws in spite of whatever challenges that may come our way.
2. They meditate on God’s promises (v. 148)

“My eyes stay open through the watches of the night, that I may meditate on your promises.” (v. 148)
The psalmist gives us a glimpse of his life where he meditated on God’s promises when he was unable to sleep.
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Similarly, at times when we are unable to sleep, we should take it as an opportunity to spend time with God. We don’t need to force ourselves to sleep using sleeping pills or other methods, rather, this would be a great time to spend with God, reading God’s Word and talking to God. When everyone else is sleeping, we can revel in God’s presence and appropriate God’s promises to us.
Pastor Daniel shared the testimony of the Chief Minister of Penang whose time spent in detention in earlier years had caused God’s Word and God’s promises to become so real and alive to him. Sometimes, it is only when we have been cut off from all people, friendship and fellowship that we realise that it is God’s Word that we need to hold on to.

For the righteous, when we meditate on God’s promises, we will begin to see God at work in a mighty way.

3. They put their hope in God’s Word (v. 147, cf. Psalm 19:7-11)

“I rise before dawn and cry for help; I have put my hope in your word.” (Psalm 119:147)
In the midst difficulties, it is God whom our hope lies in and it is God whom we trust totally and completely.
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Kim Dae-jung was a man deeply concerned with serving the nation of South Korea. Unfortunately, he was imprisoned numerous times and was nearly killed by the regime at that time. However, by God’s grace, he survived and eventually became the President of South Korea. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2000 for his efforts in attempting to bring about reconciliation between North and South Korea.
This was a man who suffered enormously due to his concern to fight for the good of his country and for that which was true, just, fair and right. In a recent exhibition in Malaysia commemorating the 100 year history of the Nobel Prize, there was a display of Kim Dae-jung’s paraphernalia, showing the things he had with him whilst he was in prison. Among the items on display was Kim Dae-jung’s Bible.
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It was none other than this Bible that kept and sustained him. It gave him hope in God, so that he did not give in or give up.

This is the power of the Word of God. You and I can put our hope in the Word of the Living God, because it comes from God Almighty Himself.

Therefore, when we live righteously and seek to obey God’s laws, we find that we can have certainty about the hope and the promises that we can appropriate from the Word of the Living God.

For the Unrighteous:
1. They often concoct evil (v. 150)

“Those who devise wicked schemes are near, but they are far from your law.” (Psalm 119:150)
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There will be people who will try to come up with all types of evil schemes in order to create problems and difficulties, because the unrighteous are not happy when the righteous are prospering and being blessed. This might happen in our places of work, where there may be people deliberately trying to sabotage us or our companies.

Sometimes, the unrighteous may not actively concoct evil, but they may deliberately distort the truth in order to create confusion in the hearts and minds of people around (as we ourselves as a church have experienced, arising out of the 3rd Aug event in DUMC).

Therefore, we need to understand that as we live in this world, we need to live lives that are upright and are in line with the Word of the Living God.

When Rev. Joe Wright, Senior Pastor of Central Christian Church, was invited to serve as guest chaplain of Kansas House of Representatives in 1996, he led the House of Representatives, on 23rd January 1996, in a prayer of repentance identifying with all that was wrong in society.
Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask your forgiveness and seek your direction and guidance.  We know your Word says, "Woe on those who call evil good”, but that's exactly what we have done.  We have lost our spiritual equilibrium and inverted our values.

We confess that:

· We have ridiculed the absolute truth of your Word and called it pluralism.

· We have worshipped other gods and called it multiculturalism.

· We have endorsed perversion and called it an alternative lifestyle.

· We have exploited the poor and called it the lottery.

· We have neglected the needy and called it self-preservation.

· We have rewarded laziness and called it welfare.

· We have killed our unborn and called it choice.

· We have shot abortionists and called it justifiable.

· We have neglected to discipline our children and called it building self-esteem.

· We have abused power and called it savvy.

· We have coveted our neighbour's possessions and called it ambition.

· We have polluted the air with profanity and pornography and called it freedom of expression.

· We have ridiculed the time-honoured values of our forefathers and called it enlightenment.

Search us, O God, and know our hearts today; cleanse us from every sin and set us free. Guide and bless these men and women who have been sent here by the people of Kansas, and who have been ordained by you to govern this great state. Grant them the wisdom to rule, and may their decisions direct us to the centre of your will. I ask it in the name of your Son, the Living Saviour, Jesus Christ, Amen.
The response was immediate – some people, top politicians of the state of Kansas, walked out.

This is what is happening in the world today. Sometimes, when we desire to do good, and to be frank and honest about things which have gone wrong, there will be others who will deliberately disagree and refuse to accept the realities and consequences which are confronting them and the nation.

[image: image10.bmp]This can be seen happening time and time again, for instance, in the case of the debt crisis in Greece, which was already known much earlier (as reported recently by the International Herald Tribune, Australia). It is almost certain that the problem had already existed for years, but the people in power had deliberately chosen not to address it.

Once again, the heart of the problem is the problem of the human heart. This is what is happening all over the world now, when the people in power care more for their pockets than for the future of the country.

As God’s people, we need to pray that His purposes and plans will be brought to pass, and that all lies, evil and injustice will be exposed. We need to pray for our land, Malaysia, to arise and be a great nation.
We need to walk right, speak right, do right, and contribute to the good of the nation. When we are faced with the various concoctions of evil, it is important for us to remain firm and steadfast in the plans and purposes of God.

2. They are faithless and disobedient (v. 158)

“I look on the faithless with loathing, for they do not obey your word.” (Psalm 119:158)
The unrighteous have no desire to live by God’s Word, and will therefore have no compunction about breaking any rule that is available.
However, living in this world, there must be an agreed understanding of ethics in life – what is right and wrong, just and fair, truth and falsehood – else there would be absolute confusion. This is true in life as well as marriage.
3. Salvation is far from them (v. 155)

“Salvation is far from the wicked, for they do not seek out your decrees.” (Psalm 119:155)
The unrighteous have no heart for wanting to know God and His Word. As a result, they are estranged from God.
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However, we must never give up on praying for them. We must continue to reach out and show God’s love and grace to them at every opportunity, and we must be open to accept them.

Each of us needs to reach out to other people, not in judgement, but in love, care and support. We need to help them in every way possible, as we pray, in God’s grace, that salvation will indeed be near to them.
The Assurance of the Righteous:
1. God’s Word is true and everlasting (v. 152, 160; cf. 1 Peter 1:24, 25a; Matthew 24:35)

“Long ago I learned from your statutes that you established them to last forever.” (Psalm 119:152)
“All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal.” (Psalm 119:160)
The Word of God is true, righteous, and lasts for all eternity.

“For,‘All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord endures forever.’” (1 Peter 1:24,25a)
God’s Word lasts forever. From time immemorial till today, empires have come and gone, nations have risen and fallen, but the Word of God carries on.
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“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.” (Matthew 24:35)
God’s Word lasts for all eternity, and that is why we need to spend time digging into God’s Word.
What would our response be if one day, God’s Word was taken away from us. Would we be indifferent? Or would we weep and cry that we had missed reading the Bible till it was too late?

It is crucial for us to make time for God’s Word in our lives everyday.

2. The Lord is near (v. 151; cf. Psalm 145:18)

“Yet you are near, LORD, and all your commands are true.” (v. 151)
“The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.” (Psalm 145:18)
When we call upon God sincerely and honestly, as we seek to live lives pleasing to Him, God longs to hear and answer us.
A brother in DUMC had a wake-up call recently when he was diagnosed with a brain tumour. He was told by his doctors that the tumour had to be removed, but that the operation was extremely risky with only a 50/50 chance of survival. When he called upon the Lord desperately asking for mercy and grace, God was merciful. He had a successful surgery and today serves the Lord joyously and fervently.
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God is near to all those who call upon Him. As God’s people, we have an enormous privilege that no other people on earth have. We just need to call on God and He is there.

“‘Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.’” (Jeremiah 33:3)
Let us not come to God only when we are desperate and when faced with a serious crisis. Let us not take prayer lightly, but make it a point to call on God.
3. God’s compassion is great (v. 156; cf. Psalm. 51:1)

“Your compassion, LORD, is great; preserve my life according to your laws.” (Psalm 119:156)
“Have mercy on me, O God,  according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.” (Psalm 51:1)
This was David’s prayer to God (in Psalm 51) when he had sinned and have committed adultery with Bathsheba. David cries before God and asks for God to visit him with forgiveness and cleansing.

Our God is good and wants to show his grace and compassion towards us.
Conclusion
Another brother in DUMC had just returned from a holiday in England. He had just attended his daughter’s graduation ceremony and was in great spirits – as his daughter had graduated with first class honours from a top British university.

When he returned, he was feeling a bit unwell, so he went to see a doctor for a quick check-up. He was shocked when the doctor did a scan and told him there was something abnormal in his brain. Within 24 hours, he went from being on top of the world, to depression.
He was diagnosed with AVM (arteriovenous malformation), a rare disorder affecting perhaps only one in a million people. The doctors eventually told him that he would have to undergo a risky surgery.
It was a traumatic experience for him and his family. However, the church and the care group rallied around him as he went for the surgery in Singapore. God broke through powerfully for him in great compassion, and his treatment was successful.

Today, he is back, rejoicing and serving God with greater fervour and energy, because of what God’s word says, “Great is His compassion towards His people”.

As we can see, there are no guarantees in life – anything may happen at anytime.

Therefore, whilst we have time and energy, strength and health, we need to do our very best so that we will not live in regret, but rather, we will be able to look back in gratitude because God has given us an opportunity and privilege of using our lives to serve him well.

[image: image14.png]



And we can do all this because of God’s Word, from which we know God’s compassion, God’s promises, and in which we have great hope.

The Bible is the most important book that we can ever read or study. 

So don’t short-change yourself and don’t miss out on the grace of God.

Presented by the Writing Team:
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Stanley Lee and Melissa Chua
Light of the World Came to Save Me
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Scripture:
Observation: 

How amazing that this chapter prophesies the coming of the Messiah, our Lord Jesus, that would come to save the world. He came as an ordinary man which was out of the Israelites expectation of a flamboyant king. Instead, I observed that the verses imply Him as a servant, a man of similar sufferings with ordinary mankind, you and me. 

The Old Testament has vividly shown to us how the Messiah suffered and died for our sins. How astounding that, before Jesus came, it has already been prophesied that by Jesus’ wounds, we would be healed and the punishment that we deserved for our sins was on Jesus. 
Application:  

Jesus suffered on the cross and died for my sins. He went through rejection, physical torture and died to pay for my sins so that I can be set free and have the gift of eternal life. His humbleness and servanthood is a reminder to me of His obedience towards the cross and how much He loves me.
Response: 

Dear Lord Jesus, thank You once again for suffering and dying on the cross for me. I am so grateful that Your light has come to my life and I am no longer living in darkness. My life has been exceedingly blessed with Your love, joy and faithfulness throughout my journey with You for the past six years.

Lord, I pray that I will continue to remember that my sins are forgiven because You have died and rose again to save me. I will treasure my new life and also I pray that I can be a blessing to those around me. I pray that my family, relative, friends, fellow colleagues, suppliers and customers will also come to know You and receive Your salvation. Lord, let them hear the Good News and use me O Lord, to be Your channel. Amen.
Result: 
My desire for people is that they come to know our Lord Jesus as their Saviour. I thank God that, in His faithfulness, God transformed my life and gave me exceeding blessings that I am able to be a witness for Him. After becoming a Christian, I actively pray, show and give guidance to my immediate family to come to know Jesus. Within one year, my younger brother, younger sister and mother were saved. A few years later, my dad was also saved. Today, I am so happy that my parents attended the Baptism and Membership Encounter Weekend (BMEW).
Until today, I still pray and desire for people to come to know Jesus. Every day I desire to share about God and His goodness in my office and also to those who work in a team with us. My husband and I also will make a stand that every person that works with us must have the opportunity to hear the Good News. Thank God, He always opens the door for us to share.
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MINISTRIES & EVENTS: Christmas Evangelistic Weekend Celebrations (December)
Pray:
· Christians and pre-believers who will be coming to hear the Good News will know that Jesus is the Immanuel, “God with us.”

· Oikoses to have a deeper understanding of Christmas about Christ who has died on the cross for all mankind.
· Pastor Daniel to be anointed in sharing the message and those who are serving to be anointed to minister to those who will be receiving Christ for the first time.
· Many to come and respond to Jesus in a positive way and also backslidden Christians to be revived again.
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. (John 3:17)
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 A TRANSFORMED WORLD: European Financial Crisis
The danger is most pressing for Italy, for the country is with debts totalling 120% of their Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and is one of the key economies in Europe. Higher debt rates create a dangerous scenario, which means higher borrowing cost and more interests to pay. This could spiral into an untenable national debt. Nations that have experienced a sharp run-up of borrowing costs in recent days are France, Austria and Finland. Continuous crisis will breed social ills to the Eurozone and the world.
Pray:
· God’s intervention into the European financial crisis and to bring healing to their land so that they can regain economic growth and social rest.
· For the vulnerable and poor, such as those who are unemployed, children, women, disabled and those with chronic diseases to receive help and basic protection.
· Each European country to rise up and promote economic recovery, especially in human capital, so that the Eurozone will have a strong foundation to boost productivity and acceleration in employment.
· Against work of the evil one that sows societal unrest and depression which will lead to more crimes and destruction.
· Peace, faith and strength for those who suffer from the effects of the financial crisis and that they will be drawn to Jesus as Lord and Provider.
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10)
* Weekly Reflection *


“The Bible is to me the most precious thing in the world just because it tells me the story of Jesus." 


 �HYPERLINK "http://thinkexist.com/quotation/a_bell-s_not_a_bell-til_you_ring_it_a_song-s_not/217665.html"�George MacDonald � 





“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our inequities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him.”


(Isaiah 53:5)





� SERMON: God’s Word in Challenging Times


Pray:


Christians will obey and keep God’s word despite the challenges they face at home or at work.


Christians to pick up the habit of meditating upon God’s word daily and to appropriate God’s promises upon their life.


Christians to look to God, trust His Words and put their hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in every aspect of their lives.


All of us to mature in Christ and to be able to identify and stay away from the wicked and their wicked ways.





Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. (Matthew 24:35)





� MALAYSIA MY NATION: Peaceful Assembly Bill


The Peaceful Assembly Bill is mooted as the best measure to safeguard public interest as the nation enters a new era that is shaped by public opinion. The intention is to allow people to gather and express their opinions in a peaceful manner, without rioting and free from provocation. However, there are those who feel that this would restrict their rights to freedom of assembly as police permits are still required.   


Pray:


Malaysians to be continually united and assemble for justice and righteousness in a peaceful manner without provocation.


Malaysian government and the police force to continue to support peaceful assemblies without favour or prejudice.


Malaysian politicians and religious fanatics will not use or hijack peaceful assemblies for their own political agenda or interest and to sow discord through these means.


God’s direction and sovereignty upon our nation, so that whatever decisions or actions made will be aimed to protect and fulfill the people’s interest instead of serving a political agenda.





You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature, rather, serve one another in love. (Galatians 5:13)
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