27 & 28 December 2008
        CELL LEADER’S WEEKLY RESOURCE
         Prepared by Pr Gan Jin Leong

	To all leaders,

I. Leaders’ Day – Leaders’ Daily Devotion & Journaling with Senior Pastor (SP) 

& SP’s Vision Casting for 2009

Please be reminded of:

1. The above which will be held as follows:

Date    : Thursday, 1 Jan 2009 
Time   : 8.30am – 12.45pm (please be punctual)

Venue: Auditorium
2. Leaders’ Daily Devotion and Journaling

Date   : 2-4 January 2009 
Time  : 6.30-7.30am
Venue: To be advised on 1 Jan 2009
II. Fellowship Meal – First for Year 2009

Here is a suggestion to begin the New Year as a family in the cell by sharing in the Fellowship Meal and asking the Lord:

1. To help us relate to one another in the love of the Lord.
2. Any strained relationships and misunderstanding:
· To release forgiveness to one another.
· Ask God to heal and restore these relationships.



I. WORKS
1) Post Home-E/Christmas Day Evangelistic Celebration/Children Church Christmas Party
Invited oikoses/family members/relatives/guests – follow them up:

a) Invite them to your cell, our weekend Celebrations or Children’s Church.

b) New believers:

· Spend time with them using the “My New Life – a course for new believers.”* (strongly encouraged)

· For those who are not being followed up one-on-one in the cell, get them to sign up for “My New Life” Class (which will begin on 11 Jan 2009) @ Information Counter.

* This material could be purchased from DUMC.

2) Men’s Conference 2009 – Climbing Higher (9-11 Jan 2009)
Encourage your cell to pray for this and the men to sign up soonest possible – please do not leave it until final week. God is seeking to build authentic manhood and help men to be better men.
The sermons on Sat 10 Jan and Sun 11 Jan will be different and also intended for the children, youth, and women. (Closing date: 4 Jan 2009)
3) Anniversary & Gift Weekend 2009: 10 & 11 Jan 
Ask the Lord concerning the amount to give – cheerfully, freely, generously and sacrificially.
Come prepared for this and cheques preferred.

II. WORD - DUA
Reflection on 2008 – Year of Alignment
Speaker: Pr Daniel Ho   
Scripture Passage: Psalm 100
· Read the scripture passage. 

· Do a THREE-MINUTE SUMMARY of the sermon highlighting KEY POINTS
God has been good to us throughout 2008 and we are now at the threshold of stepping into 2009. Therefore, it is important for us to look back and reflect upon the year that has gone by. 

This weekend, Senior Pastor Dr. Daniel summarises the Year of Alignment that we have been through together as a church and focuses on 3 things on the whole area of alignment.
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Alignment of thinking (Romans 12:2)

Everything begins in our mind. Hence, there is a need to renew our minds as our thinking will affect our living and journey of faith.

In life, if our emphasis is on the outward, we will put emphasis on our outward image only. However, if our emphasis is on the inward, we will put emphasis in developing our character and allow God to change our lives and our heart.

· To think biblically and theologically correctly regarding “church, state and politics” for example.

In the life of the church, it is crucial to ensure the church will think correctly and respond rightly. The church held the following events in conjunction with the 2008 election:
- Pre-forum on “church, state and politics” to help us understand from scripture how they are inseparable with one another.
- Invited politicians across the political divide for a panelled forum here at the Dream Centre.
- Post forum to discuss the Christian response in light of the election results.

Examples of people believers who accomplished great exploits politically:

- People in the Bible

Joseph – Prime Minister of Egypt

Daniel – Next highest position to the kings of his generation
- People in history
William Wilberforce – involved in the abolishment of slavery in the British Empire.

Abraham Kuyper – Prime Minister of Holland who is also a journalist and theologian.

By the grace of Lord, we need to think correctly and our living out in this world must reflect our faith. There should be no dichotomy between the spiritual and the secular. Hence, we need to do everything to the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10:31)!
Alignment with God’s power and authority (Luke 9:1,2)

We need to align ourselves to God’s power and authority and make prayer, healing and deliverance ministry an important part of the church. We have seen God’s power at work during the Nights of Fire.
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Alignment with the supernatural

The supernatural should become a natural life of the church where people who come to church will experience God’s presence. At times, a touch from God through healing or miracle is enough to win people to the kingdom of God. 

Why signs, wonders and miracles are important?

i. It reveals the glory of God

- Jesus turned water to wine (John 2)

- Jesus healed the cripple (Matthew 8)

ii. It affirms who Jesus is

- Nicodemus acknowledges Jesus as a man who is of God (John 3)

iii. It exposes sin, bring people to the decision and causes people to glorify God

- Miracle of the large catch of fish confronted Peter’s sinfulness (Luke 5)

iv. It is a key to winning cities of the world

- Jesus rebuked cities of Korazin and Bethsaida (Matthew 11:20-24)

- Life of Apostle Paul in his missionary journey

v. It brings courage to people who are involved in it

- Peter and John were bold and courageous before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:13) and were bold to heal the cripple at the Beautiful Gate

vi. It brings generations together

- When we have miracles to testify, our children will be excited (Psalm 145:4)

- Would we be able to share similar stories like Moses, David and Goliath etc., in our own lives?

vii. It validates the church

- People recognise there is power and authority in the church of Jesus Christ (Luke 9:1,2 ; Luke 10:9)

· This shows the importance of faith and prayer. 
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Alignment with God’s heart (John 3:16)

· God’s heart for the world

E.g. One Life exhibition we were able to be part of communicating the struggles of AIDs sufferers worldwide. 

Through such exposures, it confronts us to have a heart for the world. Other realities that confront us:

- We belong to the top 8% of wealthy people in the world.

- There are 3 billion people in this world do not have the privilege of religious freedom.

- There are cases of refugees and foreign workers who are abused and exploited in Malaysia. 

· God’s heart for the community

E.g. Sharing and showing the love of Jesus through Children Church Christmas concert, LOUD concert and Punctuation production.

We are indeed challenged that our heart must burn for the lost and those around us. 

Reflection gives us wisdom, insight and understanding of what happened in the past 12 months and what we need to do in the coming days. At the end of it, what we aim to do needs to be aligned with the heart of God. And the heart of God is for the whole world and the community. 

How many lives have you touched in 2008? How many more will you desire to do so by the end of 2009? 

Let us all make it a commitment to lead people to the Lord! 

Worth a thought!

Contributed by,

Tan Lay Guan (Writing team – PJN4)
Application questions
1. What is one highlight for you in the Year of Alignment 2008?
How has that impacted your life and what actions are you following through with this in your life so that the impact is long lasting?

2. In the Year of Alignment in 2008, share one specific area in which you feel that you are better aligned with God’s principles and purpose and the church’s vision and values. 

How has that helped you in your journey of faith and what is one area you think you have grown in the Lord?
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