Do I Have To Forgive?

"The energy to forgive is directly related to our awareness of how much we have been forgiven".

1. When it comes to forgiving others, I ...

__ forgive easily.

__ forgive after the other person apologizes.

__ easily forgive people I love; others are more difficult.

__ usually have trouble forgiving.

2. Read Ps 32:1-2 and 1 Jn 1:9. To what extent are we forgiven by God? Does God keep a record of our wrongs to hold against us?

3. In the parable of the unmerciful servant, the master cancels the servant's debt of millions of dollars. Later, however, the servant refuses to cancel a friend's debt of only a few dollars (Mt 18:21-35).

List some of the debts that God, the Master, has forgiven you of in 

...the past week

...the past year

...your life before you became a Christian

Thank God for His unlimited forgiveness.

Now  think soberly about Mt 6:12, 14, 15; 18:21-35. Do you believe one's own refusal to forgive others is a ground for God's refusal to forgive him? Why, or why not?
4. According to the following verses, why should we forgive our enemies?

Mt 18:32-35 ; 2 Cor 2:5-11 ; Eph 4:32 ; Col 3:13

Now think of someone whom you find it difficult to forgive. Do you have a right to withhold forgiveness?  .

Ask God to give you a forgiving heart.

5. Jesus' statement in Lk 17:3-4 has been interpreted as saying we are not to grant reconciliation until the person repents, not that we are to withhold forgiveness. Do you agree or disagree? Why?
What should you do if someone continues to commit the same sin against you repeatedly, even if he claims to have repented?

6. Meditate on Rom 12:7-11. Why, if we are to love our enemies, did Paul cite approvingly Prov 25:21-22, which explains that in doing good to our enemies we will "heap burning coals" on their heads? What does it mean to do that? 
Read Lk 6:35-37. Can you really have forgiven another if you don't do positively good things for him? Why, or why not?

7. Meditate on how much God has forgiven in your life—both before you knew Him and since you became a Christian. Include both actions and attitudes (pride, lack of love or faith, etc.). How would your life be different if He held all these things against you? Thank Him for the way He has forgiven it all.

