12&13 May, 2007
        CELL LEADER’S WEEKLY RESOURCE
    Prepared by Pr. Eng Eng

1. WORKS 

1. Our Relationships, Our Connected Community
Straight from my heart….
On the 13th May we celebrated Mother’s Day. Its has become very commercialized where businesses from retail to the F&B were kept busy and booming. Prices of flowers shot up as it would be for Valentine’s Day.

It can be quite cut and dry when we describe how we celebrated Mother’s Day i.e. we would describe the gifts and the meal we had…..but it’s different when we describe of the person call “mom”, “ma”, “ah ma”, “mummy”, “mother” or ‘m’ for some.
As for me, it was a time to celebrate a wonderful special mum who raised 9 children of whom I am the youngest. Mum is 84yrs old, a stroke patient and her movements are limited and her memory failing. In my eyes, she is still my special mum…one who loves the Lord dearly..yielding her desires to the Lord, submissive to my late dad, always ever giving…sacrificing her own pleasure so that others around her will enjoy. She is well respected by the people in the local church and the local community for her wise counsel and her practical help, always so generous in sharing her possessions and her gifting. I can sit here for hours talking to you about my mum.
How is your relationship with your mum? Leaders call up 2 of your members whom you know have a good relationship with their mothers and or worked through and overcame a difficult relationship with their mothers and get them to share that testimony (3mins, written down for accountability). This testimony will give an opportunity to:

· Give glory to God

· Encourage others

· Overcome satan

For Oikos building, take the opportunity to organize a “Happy Parents’ Day” just before Father’s Day……have a bbq, a buffet dinner using our homes…get your members to bring their aged parents, grandparents. Let them know you care. If you want more ideas, call me.

Let’s walk our talk in our” Connected Community of Grace and Godliness.”
2. Our MCCC ( 26th-29th May 2007 )
Below is an article from STRETCH, a weekly e-prayer bulletin published by the writing team from the DUMC Intercessory & Prayer Ministry. I am inspired and would like to share this with you. Read on:
I still remember the morning when I first heard of the Johor flood early this year. I remember reading and hearing how thousands of people became homeless, stranded, lost and ‘family-less’ overnight.  “How can this happen? What are you saying, God? Is the end of time really getting so near?” as I sought Him in prayer.  But the Lord’s still voice simply said, “It is an opportunity for you to serve”.  I was kind of taken aback but He definitely caught my attention. 

The next few days unfolded just as He said. As DUMC assembled teams to go down to Johor to help the flood victims, there were needs for coordination in KL. An SOS came from our church office calling for help to assemble ‘relief packs’ for the teams to bring down to Johor.  As we shared and prayed during cell meetings, all our 14 cell members responded in unison to volunteer to take full responsibility of packing the essentials for the flood victims. Within a day of two, cell members of different talents and organization skills came together to source, buy, assemble and pack loads of ‘medical kits’ and ‘school kits’ for the flood victims. 

As I look back, I am simply amazed at how God used the church network of Malaysia, including DUMC and many cell groups in our midst to mobilize service to those who are in need.  It was done in same spirit, in same sense of urgency and with ‘no strings’ attached. It was truly a remarkable way of showing God’s love to those who not yet know Him.  In my observation, the only reason DUMC was able to respond to this crisis in such speed was because we already had a connected network of cell groups that were ready to be mobilized by God.  So, let’s all continue to build this community that is of ONE SPIRIT and always READY to be mobilized for God’s work on earth!
Are you ready to be mobilized to serve? Now is your chance! Volunteer yourself to serve during MCCC and be a blessing to the delegates who are coming to visit our church!
 

2. WORD 
Core Value #2: Connected Community in Grace and Godliness
Speaker: Pr Daniel Ho

Scripture Passage: Eph. 4:1-13

Note: the background and outline below is an attempt to help you as cell leaders understand the context of the scripture passage. Please let me know if it is of help or not.

Background to book of Ephesians:

· Paul wrote Ephesians (as with Philippians, Colossians and Philemon) while imprisoned in Rome. 
· He was confined and awaiting trial (3:1, 4:1, 6:20), yet his heart was with the Ephesians. Infact, he ministered there for two full years ( Acts 19:8-10), developing so deep a relationship with the Ephesians that his farewell messages to them is one of the Bible’s most moving passages (Acts 20-17-38). Does that show a “Connected Community”?

· Ephesus was one of the seven churches to whom Jesus addressed His letter in Rev 2 & 3.

· The book of Ephesians unveils the “mystery” of the church as no other epistle. The throbbing message is “to the praise of His glory” (1:6, 12, and 14).It also unfolds the process by which God is bringing the church to its destined purpose in Christ.

Outline to Ephesians 4
4:1-6

The believer’s call to pursue unity with diligence.
4:7-11

The believer’s call to accept grace and gifts humbly

4:12-16
The believer’s call to grow in ministry as part of the body

4:17-19
The believer’s call to refuse worldly mindedness

4:20-32
The believer’s call to put off the old and put on the new
Application Questions: Prepared by Pr Daniel Ho
1.      Share the blessings and benefits of belonging to a cell group. What has changed in your life since you belong to a cell group? How would you actively help worshippers to belong to a cell for those who haven’t?

2.      Discuss in what ways your cell group can reach out in evangelism, in meeting needs and in serving other people. Now set goals to carry this out before the year is over.

 
Soft copy available from DUMC’s website: http://www.dumc.com.my/dua
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