DUMC Cell Weekend - The Blessings and Power of the Cell (Acts 2:42-47)

WORD

Discovery questions (5-7 mins)

(These questions merely assist the reader to read Scripture consciously. The answers are all directly from the text, or from the surrounding text.)

1. Who are the “they” in the passage? Describe them as best as you can. (2:9-11, 14, 22, 37,41) Note especially their 'ethnicities' (2:9-11).

2. Where did they meet? How often?

3. List down what they did (2:42-47) – pick out the verbs in the passage as clues.

4. What were they 'devoted to'?

5. List down what they were like – pick out the descriptor words or adjectives.

Understanding questions (15-20mins)

(These questions require a little more thought than the above. Take time to ponder them, rather than rush through. I share a few of my thots, not as answers, but as examples of possible answers. You need NOT do all the questions.)

1. Why do you think Luke was taking up space, to describe this group of people, in the manner that he did, in Acts 2:42-47? 

I think he deliberately described it in such a manner because it was a RADICALLY DIFFERENT kind of community. If such communal behavior was already common among Jews of the time, then such a description would have been superfluous or redundant. Mind you, Jewish society was already a very communal society so this 'new' community must have been really something!!

2. This community of believers was described as “enjoying the goodwill of all the people” (NLT). The Message words it as “People in general liked what they saw”. The people had not yet accepted what these Christians had to say, but they liked what they saw. What might they have seen, that they liked? (Try not to fall back on merely verbatim quotes from the text here. Paraphrase, picture, dramatize.)

As mentioned earlier, Jewish society was already a very communal society so this 'new' community must have been rradically communal! So re-read the passage and see if you can imagine how radical it must have been!

3. There were about 3000 new believers at that time – a very sudden growth!! They are described in v.44 as “together” (NIV), “united” (Amp), “lived in such harmony” (Msg). 

What do you think was or were the keys to these 3000 believers becoming such a harmonious community, given their diverse 'ethnicities'? 

Perhaps it had something to do with the “devoted themselves to ...” part.

4. Note how the 'unity' or 'together-ness' is evidenced, by the immediately following description of them having “everything in common”. Luke must have considered it worthy of a description as he elaborates it in the next verse (v45). Why do you think this sharing of material possessions reflected unity?

5. “...breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart” v46 (NASB, emphasis added). They ate together. Why does Luke mention the manner in which they ate together? 

Obviously not all 3000 were rich. Otherwise, v44-45 would be meaningless. Therefore, when they ate together, there was a real possibility that the poorer ate at the table of the richer believer. The converse may have been true, too. In such contexts, gladness and sincerity may be worthy of mention since it would have been easy for the rich to despise the poor, and the poor to envy the rich.

Application Questions (20 mins) – in addition to the questions in the bulletin

(These questions take the 'understanding' from above and works out the implications for us, in the present. Again, you may not want to do all the questions.)

1. Get yourself a large sheet of paper, and get ready to write down the cell members' responses. If Acts 2:42-47 described your cell today, how would you describe your cell group community? As a group, offer at least 10 descriptions. Make sure that no more than 5, are descriptions of the cell meeting. You need to distinguish between cell meeting and cell life.

2. What are you 'devoted to', that contributes to growing your personal relationship to God and your immediate community of believers? 

3. What could the cell group as a whole, be 'devoted to', to build and edify the entire cell group, to make it a 'radically communal community'?

4. Suppose someone within the cell group is currently in great material need? How can the cell group have 'everything in common', as in Acts 2:44,45? 

5. Would you join the church or community of believers described in Acts 2:42-47, if it was in the present? Why? How can you be part of 'creating' such a community? What would be your challenge?

Application Questions – from the bulletin
1.      Share the benefits you have received in being part of a cell.  How can each one of you help those who are still not in a cell in DUMC to belong to one?

2.      How can your cell reach out to your non-Christian friends and/or relatives?  Share some concrete action plans for the rest of the year and for 2007.

WORKS 

(Post-Cell Weekend: Do remember to call the visitors assigned to your CG -  and extend a great BIG welcome! ( )

	Post-Cell Weekend

	1. Please see Flowchart below
2. A list of visitors’ (those who signed up to attend a CG) contact details will be emailed to you in an Excel spreadsheet. (See below)

3. Please check your emails on Sunday (29th October) evening or Monday (30th October) morning. If you have no access to emails, do get your ZL (or a fellow cell leader) to check the list and inform you of visitors assigned to your CG.

4. At the end of Week 3, please report* whether or not the visitor has attended CG (See page 3).

5. Send it back by Sunday, 19 November 2006 to shelley.tay@dumc.com.my 
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Visitors List
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Follow Up Report
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*The “Report” simply means, entering a “1” in one of the 3 columns!
Flowchart








