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1. WORKS (15 minutes)

a) Marriage Breakthrough Conference (August 14)
( All cell leaders (including assistants and interns) and zone leaders (interns, too) are strongly encouraged to sign up for this conference. 

( Sign up the married and courting couples in your cell. Singles are also encouraged to sign up.

( Conference is also opened to and relevant for non-Christian couples and singles.

b) Breakthrough in Prayer & Fasting
Do a progress check on the prayer and fasting life of your cell members. Ask them how they are doing with their prayer life and fasting. (Remember by faith, we are looking to the Lord and working towards praying 60 minutes a day and to fast 5 days a month during this Year of Breakthrough (2004/5).

For our purpose, definition of one-day fast is fast three meals in any one day (i.e. fast breakfast, lunch and dinner). For e.g., if an individual fasts on cell meeting day (3 meals) and breaks fast at suppertime, this is considered one-day fast.

c) Prayer & Intercession:

· Marriage Breakthrough Conference: Pray for people to sign up, esp. the leaders; for Dr Chong Kwong Tek & Goldie Chong (speakers) and their preparation.

· 6th National Pastoral Leaders’ Prayer Summit (29-31 July at Sepang).

2. WORD

Note to Edification Leader: The questions below are a guide. Please be free to formulate & tailor your questions according to the needs of your members.

Discovery & Understanding Questions (10 minutes)
Read the scripture passage.
a) What confidence does verse 28 give you about events that occur in your life? Do you say the same thing when suffering (v.18) comes your way?

b) According to James, what should be a Christian’s attitude when facing trials (v.2-4)? How realistic is this?

Before you move on, do a 3-minute summary of the sermon (in point form; please DO NOT preach).

Facilitator: Please avoid asking members of their opinion of other people. The purpose of the application questions is to get members to open and share about their own lives.

Application Questions (45 minutes)

a) Have you felt the pressure to conform to the expectations and opinions of the world and your friends and relatives?  How did you overcome this?

b) Read Romans 8:28 and James 1:2-4.  How has God used circumstances, trials and troubles in your life to bring growth and Christ-likeness?  In what area of your spiritual growth do you need to be more patient and persistent?

c) What is the most common temptation you face and what Christ-like character is God desiring to work in you through defeating that temptation?  Who and in what way should you hold yourself accountable to so that you may be able to defeat a persistent temptation in your life?

