[image: image2.jpg]SALIGTIGHT l |



[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]




Table of Contents

2Sermon Summary


21. To submit to the governing authorities (1 Peter 2:13, 14).


32. To pray for the governing authorities (1 Timothy 2:1-4).


43. To do good to all (1 Peter 2:15; cf. Galatians 6:9, 10).


44. To use our freedom well (1 Peter 2:16).


45. To show proper respect to all (1 Peter 2:17).


5Contributed by the Writing Team,


5Background study


51. Responsibility toward the state: 1 Peter 2:13-17


62. Public prayers for all: 1 timothy 2:1-7


7Exegesis


71. Responsibility toward the state: 1 Peter 2:13-17


92. Praying 1 Timothy 2:1-7


11Application questions


11Prayer


11MINISTRIES & EVENTS: social club 1 October 2011


11MALAYSIA MY NATION: Security laws




[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.png]


[image: image1.png]Unde
rstan
ding

Disco
very

Appli
cation




Sermon Summary
The Christian Citizen & Nation-Building II

(1 Peter 2:13-17; 1 Timothy 2:1-4)

By Senior Pastor Dr. Daniel Ho

 
As Christians, we are called to be the salt and the light of the world, i.e. salt to prevent decay and light to expose any wrongdoing or evil. This means that the church is to be the agent of change and transformation of the community and the nation. When the community falls apart, it can be said that the church is to be blamed.
The greatest ally of any government is the church of Jesus Christ. Thus, the government has to work with the church if its leaders are serious about transformation and concerned about the values of truth, justice and righteousness. Indeed, Christianity has transformed communities and nations that have fundamentals based on the Word of God. These are the developed western world, which sadly, have been abandoning the very foundations on which they have been built of late, and thus are now falling apart.
According to Scriptures, the responsibilities of the Christian in nation-building cover five areas:

1. To submit to the governing authorities (1 Peter 2:13, 14).

“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.”

The governing authorities have been instituted by God. Therefore, they are: 

· Accountable to God

The power that is wielded by the governing authorities, especially at the top levels, could cause havoc.  Any abuse of such power and corruption of leaders would rob us, not only of our future, but also the future of our children.

· To maintain justice, law and order

The authorities have been placed over the people by God for a specific purpose, i.e. to punish those who have committed wrongdoings as well as to commend those who have done right. 
However, authorities who punish the good and reward evil would lose their divine right to rule. This was exemplified in the rule of President Marcos of the Philippines, who after 20 years of misrule, was overthrown by the Catholic church who rose up against his tyranny.     

2. To pray for the governing authorities (1 Timothy 2:1-4).

Because of the tendency of the governing authorities to misuse their power, we must pray for the following: 

· Their rule is just and fair.

It is not an easy task to rule Malaysia as its people comprise of multi-ethnic backgrounds, and also have different views and aspirations. Our leaders need wisdom. We should also pray that God will convict corrupt or evil leaders, so that they repent and walk upright.
· We live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness (v. 2).
“for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.”
We need safety in our neighbourhood and community. At present, gated or guarded communities are required to prevent crimes and house break-ins.
The Word of God is important. When we discard it, we would lose our moral moorings about what is right and wrong. E.g. God forbids covetousness in the Ten Commandments. The recent British riots by the youths can also be attributed due to the word of God being taken out from society and education. 
· People accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour (v. 4).
“who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”
The greatest and best news of all, i.e. the Gospel, should be shared so that people can come into a living relationship with Jesus. 
· We must understand the power of prayer.

We must not allow ourselves to be misled that when things are going well, there is no urgency to pray. Prayers can make a great difference and so we need a radical mindset change as prayer meetings are the most important activity and yet the least attended. As such, we must gather continually to pray for the governing authorities.

3. To do good to all (1 Peter 2:15; cf. Galatians 6:9, 10).

“For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.” (1 Peter 2:15)
It is the call of God for Christians to do good. Without any hidden agenda, for many years, the Community Excel Services, DUMC’s community arm, has been extending its help to the poor, the needy and the marginalised, irrespective of their ethnic background. We must not get weary in doing good because God cares for the down-and-outs of society. So, find an area in the community to get involved in! 
4. To use our freedom well (1 Peter 2:16).

“Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.”
· To live as free people.

We must be familiar with the Federal Constitution of Malaysia, so that we are aware of our rights and freedom, i.e. fundamental liberties such as freedom of speech, assembly and religion.

When we know our rights, we have no unnecessary fear. 
· To use our freedom to serve God.

This refers to reaching out to draw people to the kingdom of God.

5. To show proper respect to all (1 Peter 2:17).

“Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.”
· To love everyone, regardless of ethnic, religious and social background. 

We should put aside our prejudices and past difficulties, and should instead love and bless everyone. In DUMC, we choose to be colour blind. Every person is treated the same.
· To fear God and to honour the king.

Governing authorities should not suppress or oppress the people, and create fear. Our fear should not be of men, but of God, i.e. a God-fearing people. If we fear men, they may abuse their power and position, and eventually destroy the company or the country.

In conclusion, we must be the salt and light wherever we are in our place of responsibility, be it our workplace, school, home, or neighbourhood. We must be the agent of change to make a difference, to bring change and transformation, and to impact society and the nation. 

Contributed by the Writing Team,
Lee Kum Chee
Background study 
1. Responsibility toward the state: 1 Peter 2:13-17
Many ancient household codes were set in the context of discussions of city management and included instructions on how to behave toward the state (as well as toward parents, elders, friends, members of one's household, etc.). According to contemporary aristocratic ideals, the household mirrored the government of a city-state, so public obligations and obligations within the household (2:18-3:7) were commonly treated together.

Stoic and other philosophers commonly used these ethical codes to delineate proper relationships with others. Jewish people and members of other slandered religious groups sometimes adopted these codes to demonstrate that their groups actually supported the values of Roman society; this demonstration was important in combating persecution.  
2:13. Vassal kings in the East ruled their people with Rome's permission but were required to act in Rome's interests. Because most of Peter's readers (1:1) would instead be directly under governors (2:14), by "king" Peter may refer specifically to the Roman emperor. Although the emperor's title was technically princeps, i.e., "the leading citizen" or the first among equals (to preserve the myth of the republic in the early years of the Empire), everyone knew that he was the supreme earthly king in the Mediterranean world. 

2:14. The term translated "governors" covers both legates (who governed imperial provinces as representatives of the emperor - 2:13) and proconsuls (who governed senatorial provinces). Such representatives of Rome ruled most of the empire. Governors of imperial provinces were "sent by" the emperor and were expected to administer justice. "Praise" may refer to legal acquittal or may apply to inscriptions of praise dedicated to benefactors who provided wealth or services for municipalities. 
2:15. "Ignorance" includes the false understanding of Christianity spread among outsiders (more than in 1:14); Roman aristocrats were much quicker to malign minority religions, whose worship did not assimilate to Roman values, than to seek to understand them. The *Old Testament taught God's sovereignty over rulers (Prov 16:10; 21:1). 
2:16. Here Peter modifies a common exhortation of ancient philosophers: for them, freedom from the world's values meant not only authority to do as one pleased but also freedom to pursue virtue, freedom from desire and freedom to do without. Most philosophers (such as contemporary Stoics) regarded the wise man as the ideal ruler but still advocated obedience to the state. For Christians, freedom meant freedom to be God's slaves rather than slaves of sin; it meant freedom from the tyranny of the state but also freedom to uphold the laws of the state as God's servants (v. 15). 
2:17. Such brief lists of these kinds of duties appear in other ancient moralists (e.g., Isocrates, Marcus Aurelius, Syriac Menander). The Old Testament also associated honoring God with honoring those in authority (Ex 22:28; 1 Kings 21:10; Prov 24:21). 

2. Public prayers for all: 1 timothy 2:1-7
2:1-4. The Romans permitted subject peoples to worship their own gods, but they had to show their loyalty to Rome by also worshiping the goddess Roma and the spirit of the emperor. Because Jewish people worshiped one God to the exclusion of all others, Rome allowed them to pray and sacrifice for the emperor's health without praying and sacrificing to him. Prayers were offered for him regularly in the *synagogues, showing the loyalty of these Jewish institutions to the Roman state. When the *Zealots decided to throw off the Roman yoke "for God," however, they abolished the sacrifices in the temple. This act in A.D. 66 A.D. constituted a virtual declaration of war against Rome, several years after Paul wrote this letter. Christian public prayers for the emperor and provincial and local officials showed Christians as good citizens of the society in which they lived (Jer 29:7). Paul's motive is more than keeping peace (1 Tim 2:2); it is also to proclaim the *gospel (2:3-4). 

2:5-7. Both *Christ's mission and Paul's mission testified to God's purpose, his wish to save all. In Judaism, wisdom, the *law or, in a lesser sense, Moses was thought to have mediated divine revelation, but it was ultimately effective only for Israel, not for the *Gentiles. Most Gentiles believed in many mediators of revelation, just as they believed in many gods. 
Exegesis
1. Responsibility toward the state: 1 Peter 2:13-17
Of course, everything we do should be for the glory of the Lord and the good of His kingdom! But Peter was careful to point out that Christians in society are representatives of Jesus Christ. It is our responsibility to "advertise God's virtues" (1 Peter 2:9, author's translation). This is especially true when it comes to our relationship to government and people in authority.

As Christian citizens, we should submit to the authority vested in human government. The word translated "ordinance" in our Authorized Version simply means "creation or institution." It does not refer to each individual law, but to the institutions that make and enforce the laws. It is possible to submit to the institutions and still disobey the laws.

For example, when Daniel and his three friends refused to obey the king's dietary regulations, they disobeyed the law; but the way that they did it proved that they honored the king and respected the authorities (Dan 1). They were not rebels; they were careful not to embarrass the official in charge or get him into trouble; and yet they stood their ground. They glorified God and, at the same time, honored the authority of the king.
Peter and the other Apostles faced a similar challenge shortly after Pentecost (Acts 4-5). The Jewish council commanded them to stop preaching in the name of Jesus, but Peter and his associates refused to obey (see Acts 4:19; 5:29). They did not cause a rebellion or in any way question or deny the authority of the council. They submitted to the institution but they refused to stop preaching. They showed respect to their leaders even though these men were opposed to the Gospel.
It is important that we respect the office even though we cannot respect the man or woman in the office. As much as possible, we should seek to cooperate with the government and obey the law; but we must never allow the law to make us violate our conscience or disobey God's Word. Unfortunately, some zealous but ignorant Christians use these differences as opportunities for conflict and loud sermons about "freedom" and "separation of church and state."

When a local church constructs and furnishes a building, there is a local code that must be obeyed. (I have been through several building programs and I know!) The government has no right to control the pulpit or the business meeting, but it has every right to control matters that relate to safety and operation. If the law requires a certain number of exits, or fire extinguishers, or emergency lights, the church must comply. The state is not persecuting when it sets up the code, nor is the church compromising when it obeys the code. But I know some overly zealous saints who have disgraced the name of the Lord by their attitudes and actions relating to these matters.

Peter named the offices we are to respect. "The king" meant "the emperor." In democratic nations, we have a president or premier. Peter did not criticize the Roman government or suggest that it be overthrown. God's church has been able to live and grow in all kinds of political systems. The "governors" are those under the supreme authority who administer the laws and execute justice. Ideally, they should punish those who do evil and praise those who do good. This ideal was not always reached in Peter's day (see Acts 24:24-27), nor is it reached in our own. Again, we must remind ourselves to respect the office even if we cannot respect the officer.
Two phrases are important: "the will of God" (1 Peter 2:15) and "the servants of God" (1 Peter 2:16). When we do something in the will of God and as the servants of God, then we are doing it "for the Lord's sake." God has willed that we silence the critics by doing good, not by opposing the authority. The word "silence" in 1 Peter 2:15 is literally "muzzle," as though the pagan critics were like a pack of yelping, snapping dogs!
Someone may argue, "But, as Christians, are we not free?" Yes, we are free in Christ; but we must never use our freedom for ourselves. We must always use it for others. Sad to say, there are "religious, racketeers" who prey on ignorant people and use "religion" to veil their evil actions. A true Christian submits himself to authority because he is first of all submitted to Christ. He uses his freedom as a tool to build with and not as a weapon to fight with. A good example of this attitude is Nehemiah, who willingly gave up his own rights that he might help his people and restore the walls of Jerusalem.

If we are sincerely submitted to authority "for the Lord's sake," then we will show honor to all who deserve it. We may not agree with their politics or their practices, but we must respect their position (see Rom 13). We will also "love the brotherhood," meaning, of course, the people of God in the church. This is a recurring theme in this letter (1 Peter 1:22; 3:8; 4:8; 5:14). One way we show love to the brethren is by submitting to the authority of the "powers that be," for we are bound together with one another in our Christian witness.
"Fear God" and "honor the king" go together, since "the powers that be are ordained of God" (Rom 13:1). Solomon had the same counsel: "My son, fear thou the Lord and the king" (Prov 24:21). We honor the king because we do fear the Lord. It is worth noting that the tenses of these verbs indicate that we should constantly maintain these attitudes. "Keep loving the brotherhood! Keel) fearing God! Keep honoring the king!"
As Christians, we must exercise discernment in our relationship to human government There are times when the right thing is to set aside our own privileges, and there are other times when using our citizenship is the right thing. Paul was willing to suffer personally in Philippi (Acts 16:16-24), but he was unwilling to "sneak out of town" Like a criminal (Acts 16:35-40). When he was arrested on false charges, Paul used his citizenship to protect himself (Acts 22:22-29) and to insist on a fair trial before Caesar (Acts 25:1-12). 

2. Praying 1 Timothy 2:1-7
The priority of prayer (v. 1 a), "First of all" indicates that prayer is most important in the public worship of the church. It is sad to see how prayer has lost importance in many churches. "If I announce a banquet," a pastor said, "people will come to attend. But if I announce a prayer meeting, I'm lucky if the ushers show up!" Not only have the special meetings for prayer lost stature in most local churches, but even prayer in the public services is greatly minimized. 
The variety of prayer (v. 1 b). There are at least seven different Greek nouns for "prayer," and four of them are used here. Supplications carries the idea of "offering a request for a felt need."

Prayers is the commonest term for this activity, and it emphasizes the sacredness of prayer. We are praying to God; prayer is an act of worship, not just an expression of our wants and needs. There should be reverence in our hearts as we pray to God.

Intercessions is best translated "petitions." This same word is translated "prayer" in 1 Tim 4:5, where it refers to blessing the food we eat. (It is rather obvious that we do not intercede for our food in the usual sense of that word.) The basic meaning is "to draw near to a person and converse confidently with him." It suggests that we enjoy fellowship with God so that we have confidence in Him as we pray.

Giving of thanks is definitely a part of worship and prayer. We not only give thanks for answers to prayer, but for who God is and what He does for us in His grace. We should not simply add our thanksgiving to the end of a selfish prayer! Thanksgiving should be an important ingredient in all of our prayers. In fact, sometimes we need to imitate David and present to God only thanksgiving with no petitions at all! (see Ps 103)

"Prayer and supplication [petition] with thanksgiving" are a part of Paul's formula for God's peace in our hearts (Phil 4:6). It is worth noting that Daniel, the great prayer warrior, practiced this kind of praying (Dan 6:10-11). 

The objects of prayer (vv. 1 c-2). "All men" makes it clear that no person on earth is outside the influence of believing prayer. (We have no examples of exhortations that say we should pray for the dead. If we should pray for the dead, Paul certainly had a good opportunity to tell us in this section of his letter.) This means we should pray for the unsaved and the saved, for people near us and people far away, for enemies as well as friends. Unfortunately, the Pharisees did not have this universal outlook in their prayers, for they centered their attention primarily on Israel.

Paul urged the church to especially pray for those in authority. Godless Emperor Nero was on the throne at that time, and yet the believers were supposed to pray for him! Even when we cannot respect men or women in authority, we must respect their offices and pray for them. In fact, it is for our own good that we do so: "that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness" (1 Tim 2:2 b, NIV). The early church was always subject to opposition and persecution, so it was wise to pray for those in authority. "Quiet" refers to circumstances around us, while "Peaceful" refers to a calm attitude within us. The results should be lives that are godly and honorable.

To be sure, Paul has not named all the persons we can and should pray for, since "all men" covers the matter fully. We can't pray for everybody in the world by name, but we certainly ought to pray for those we know and know about. Why? Because it's a good thing to do and because it pleases God. 

The reasons for prayer (vv. 3-4). The word "good" is a key word in Paul's pastoral epistles (1 Tim 1:8,18; 2:3; 3:1,7,13; 4:4,6; 5:4,10,25; 6:12-13,18-19; 2 Tim 1:14; 2:3; 4:7; Titus 2:7,14; 3:8,14). The Greek word emphasizes the idea of something being intrinsically good, not just good in its effects. "Fair" and "beautiful" are synonyms. Certainly prayer of itself is a goodly practice, and brings with it many good benefits.

But prayer is also pleasing to the Lord. It pleases the Father when His children pray as He has commanded them to. The Pharisees prayed in order to be praised by men (Matt 6:5) or to impress other worshipers (Luke 18:9-14). True Christians pray in order to please God. This suggests that we must pray in the will of God, because it certainly does not please the Father when we pray selfishly (James 4:1-10; 1 John 5:14-15). It's often said that the purpose of prayer is not to get man's will done in heaven, but to get God's will done on earth.

What is God's will? The salvation of lost souls, for one thing. We can pray for "all men" because it is God's will that "all men" come to the knowledge of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. God loved the world (John 3:16) and Christ died for the whole world (1 John 2:2; 4:14). Jesus died on the cross that He might draw "all men" to salvation (John 12:32). This does not mean all people without exception, for certainly the whole world is not going to be saved. It means all people without distinction - Jews and Gentiles, rich and poor, religious and pagan.

If God doesn't want anyone to perish, then why are so many lost? God is long-suffering with lost sinners, even delaying His judgment that they might come to Christ (2 Peter 3:9). But salvation depends on a "knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim 2:4). Not everyone has heard the truth of the Gospel, and many who have heard have rejected it. We cannot explain the mystery of God's sovereignty and man's responsibility (see John 6:37), but realize that both are taught in the Bible and are harmonized in God's great plan of salvation. We do know that prayer is an important part of God's program for reaching a lost world. We have the responsibility of praying for lost souls (Rom 10:1) and making ourselves available to share the Gospel with others. 

Application questions 
1. What have you learnt from the Bible about the role of a Christian in the nation and in nation-building? In what areas have you been corrected and/or encouraged and challenged? Share your experience or situation.
2. Christians must be people of action. What part are you playing today in contributing towards building a better Malaysia? In what areas are you or can you rally Christians and others to play their role too? Share a specific action.

Prayer 
MINISTRIES & EVENTS: social club 1 October 2011
Pray: 

· God will bless the youths and young adults who are coming for this monthly gathering.

· Everyone will have a meaningful and enjoyable time together.

· For a strong presence of the Holy Spirit, and God’s love will truly touch their hearts.

· The program will go on smoothly as scheduled, and the volunteers will show much love, patience, and gentleness.
· More long term volunteers will step forward to serve in this ministry. 
· Many will come to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour.

 I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with loving-kindness. (Jeremiah 31:3b)
MALAYSIA MY NATION: Security laws
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak recently announced democratic changes to several existing security and emergency laws. 
Pray:
· Thank our Almighty God for these forward steps towards greater civil liberty.

· Full support from everyone for the Prime Minister’s proposals to repeal these Iaws e.g. the Internal Security Act (ISA) 1960 and the Banishment Act 1959.

· Wisdom, true concern and full cooperation in designing effective laws that would replace these laws, as well as reviewing other security laws for curbing crimes and terrorism.

· Malaysians should not take these freedoms for granted but should help preserve the nation’s peace, harmony and security.
Righteousness exalts a nation. (Proverbs 14:34a)

by





Ho J-Son�DUMC Leaders Resource�24 &25 Sept 2011





D.U.A











