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1. WORKS (15 minutes)
MINISTRIES & EVENTS: SEEDS (25 September, 8 p.m.)
Pray:
· Protection for Ann Choo, Colin Kirkton, Linora Low, Sean Low and Jonathan Tan who will be featured in the production “SEEDS against the plans of the evil one.

· Good marketing so that many would hear about this show and would come.

· Covering for all others within the production team, and for all equipment (i.e. AV, lighting, etc.) to be fully functioning during the rehearsal session and for the actual production day as well. 

· Meaningful attendance so that those coming would truly be touched by this performance and have a new or renewed passion towards seeking God and doing the Lord’s will.
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. (Acts 2:46-47)
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 MALAYSIA MY NATION: Rising Living Cost & Budget 2012

The rising living cost in Malaysia that consists of food, lodging and transport has been recognised by the government and decisions have been made to include this as part of the national agenda and the national key results area (NKRA).

Pray:
· The Malaysian government would practice wisdom in utilising tax payer’s money to provide better living infrastructure for the greater community.

· Malaysian citizens would do our part in practicing wisdom and restraint in our spending as consumers to have the ability to influence market prices. 

· Cohesiveness and team work between the government and the citizens to ensure that Malaysia becomes a highly desired country to live in. 

· The recent abolition of ISA would be the precursor to better things ahead in the upcoming Budget 2012 announcement.  

· God’s blessing to be upon our country so that we would be able to produce enough for our consumption and also to help other needy countries.
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.” (Philippians 2:3-4)
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  A TRANSFORMED WORLD: Egypt’s Emergency Law

Press Release by Amnesty International. Restricted in 2010 to terrorism and drug crimes, the emergency law has now reverted to its original scope, covering offences that include disturbing traffic, blocking roads, broadcasting rumours, possessing and trading in weapons, and “assault on freedom to work” according to official statements. More details in: http://oneworldgroup.org/2011/09/15/egypts-emergency-law-slammed-as-biggest-threat-to-rights/
Pray:
· Protection for those who are brave enough to stand up and represent the citizens in demonstrating for their basic rights.

· The armed forces to be given wisdom on how they can ensure safety for all people without impeding the people’s freedom and basic human rights.

· For the Christian faith to become the key towards country unity, peace and progress. Right now, the majority of Egyptians are Muslims.

You will be protected from the lash of the tongue, and need not fear when destruction comes. (Job 5:21)
2. WORD (60 minutes)
The Christian Citizen & Nation Building I

Sat: Lessons from Jesus and Caesar (Luke 20: 20–26)
By: Datuk Dr. Denison Jayasooria

Jesus lived in a historical time. Many historians and even archaeological findings have historical validity of the evidences of Jesus that we are referring to today. The Christian faith was in a specific time in history where we can recollect back the social, political and economic dynamics of that time. 

The Political Setting of Jesus’ times
The world super power of that time was the Roman Empire. It was a dominant, powerful and dictatorial empire. Despite that, they instituted certain systems that carry on until today.

Jesus grew as a young man in Palestine - in a social, political context of His time. There were no elections, no democracy, and no will of the people. It was a presence of a dominant force that occupied that land.

Even though the Romans occupied the land, they gave a sizeable portion of power to the religious leaders to handle religious matters. 
The Political Parties and People

During that time there were King Herod, Pontius Pilate, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the Zealots who were different groups who play a part in the political realm then. They were politicians, collaborators or people who felt that they were very religious and protectors of their religion, their land. They had great pride in their history and their Jewish ancestry, despite having to serve under the Roman Empire, i.e. under Caesar.  

Jesus and Caesar
Political strategies, distortions, orchestrations took place then. Similar incidences also take place today. The dynamics are the same. It happens because there is a conflict of power because somebody wants to take control.

Political intrigue abounds. In Luke 20:20 we read that, “Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, who pretended to be honest. They hoped to catch Jesus in something he said so that they might hand him over to the power and authority of the governor.” This account can also be found in Matthew 22:15-22 and Mark 12:13-17. 

The religious leaders were keeping a close watch on Jesus. They even sent spies (Pharisees and Herodias) who pretended to be honest. This was the setting for Luke 20: 20-26. 
Jesus in His open ministry had people who were following Him to try to catch Him. They knew that they couldn’t catch Him on spiritual matters so they tried to catch Him on political matters that have an impact on the government of the day. They plotted so that they could report Him to the Romans as trying to start a rebellion. At that time, Rome was very concerned in trying to suppress rebellions. 

The Trap: “Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” (Luke 20:22)
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The Roman tax was exorbitant. The people hated the tax collectors because they collected more than they should. 

If Jesus said “Yes,” then, the people will dislike Jesus. If He was to say, “Don’t pay the tax”, then they would report to Rome that there was a rebellious starting.

Jesus’ answer:  “Then give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” (Luke 20:25b)
We are to follow the authority and law of the land. It is not to say that we then separate Sundays for God and the rest of the week to the ruling government. Christians’ overriding loyalty is to the living God. In the realm that belongs to Caesar, give to Caesar. But God is ultimately in control of all things.

Jesus and Herod 
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Jesus was told that Herod wanted to kill Him. His response to the people was, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’” (Luke 13:32)
He called Herod as a fox, which is a degrading term. A fox is known to bring destruction of all things. 

Jesus was sent to Herod by Pilate. Herod asked Jesus many questions but Jesus kept quiet (Luke 23:8, 9).

Jesus knew that Herod didn’t have power over Him and thus He didn’t respond to Herod. Who has overriding authority then? God Himself. 
Jesus and Pontius Pilate

Two things were very evident in this event of Jesus’ encounter with Pontius Pilate. 
1. There must be trial, there must be justice
The Roman system, despite being brutal and a dominant military force, it still instituted certain law and order. There must be a trial where the Roman governor would sit as the head, to hear the case.  People could not be put to death unless they faced a fair trial. (Luke 18:21)
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My Kingdom is not of this world

By saying that, Jesus was categorically dismissing a militant takeover of Roman. His way was a way of non-violence. He was not bringing His kingdom through a military uprising.  
Jesus also refused to answers Pilate’s questions despite these four charges brought against Jesus (Luke 23:14) 

1. Inciting the people to rebellion

2. Subverting the nation

3. Opposes payment of taxes

4. Calling himself the Christ (a political king)
In the realm of Biblical teaching, we evidently see that ultimately it is God who is in Control, and who rules in sovereign power. The once great Roman Empire is gone today, but God’s Kingdom marches on, through the ages, from strength to strength.

In the realm of practical application:
1. We need to be very wise. Jesus’ open ministry had infiltrators who came. Likewise, we will experience it today as well. We need to be wise in our prayer meetings, and Facebook writings. The bible tells us that in the End Days, even family members will turn against each other.

2. We need to be able to see the foxes from the wood. To tell the good from the bad. We need to be wise and yet bold to distinguish the right and the wrongs in society. 

3. We are people of peace and non-violence. We are people of light and salt. We need to bring change by positive influence.

4. We need to be pro–people. We need to be proactive to help the poor regardless of race or religion. We need to be ‘colour blind’ when it comes to serving people. 
5. We need to be pro-justice and truth. We cannot sit quietly and watch injustice being meted out against any person, race or creed.  

6. We need to be prepared for the cost. There is a price to pay for being wise, bold and to fight for truth and justice. Are we willing to pay it? 
Jesus Christ is in control and we need to exercise our rights as Jesus did. The price for doing so may be costly, but the failure to do so, may be costlier to our future generations.   

Sun: Lessons from Paul and Governing Authorities (Romans 13:1-7)
By: Datuk Dr. Denison Jayasooria

Christian presence needs to be strengthened in every area in this nation, including politics, health care, etc. God has placed us here and now for a purpose. We are all citizens of this nation, a nation formed on 16th September. 

Romans 13, is a passage which is difficult because it can be taken literally but in actual fact, it needs to be taken in parallel with other scriptures. The passage on Sunday can be divided into 3 parts: (1) God and governing authorities, (2) Role and responsibilities of the state/authority and (3) Paul’s claim to citizenship.
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God and Governing Authorities

Here, Paul was talking about submitting to the authority of the day (i.e. the Roman Government). Some commentaries believe that he could also be talking about the authorities of the spiritual realm (i.e. principalities), which we need to break apart from. Our God is a God of history because all throughout history, powers rise and fall, but our God is in control of history. 

People might ask then, “Where is God? Is God truly in control?” There seems to be so many bad things happening in the world around us and not every government is seen to be righteous. 

Bear in mind that God has established and instituted the governing authorities. In history in the Old Testament, God used empires such as the Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian and Mede, and Roman empires to bring His judgment when His people strayed from Him. These were servants instituted by God to “do good” and be an “agent of wrath” (punishing evil). 

Referring to the book of Daniel (Daniel 4:17, 25, 32), it clearly states that God is sovereign over the kingdoms of the world. It is He who sets them in power. We see this as well in Proverbs 8:15. The “State” is a delegated authority from God. 

Role and Responsibilities of the State

Submission to authorities is not a matter of blind submission. Firstly, we must be clear that their role is to govern the land (v. 6) and to do what is right (v. 3) by doing good to humanity and the people in the land. 

Even during the imperial rule of the Roman Empire during the New Testament times, the Romans instituted law and order into civilization by introducing proper judiciary systems (e.g. trials, charges, right to defense). 

According to Scripture, the State also rewards good people. In turn, the people would also need to pay taxes (v. 6) and respect those in authority. Give unto Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to Him. 

However, what if the State rewards the bad people or usurps into the realm of God (e.g. removes worship)? 

If the State usurps into the realm of God by taking what belongs to God, what should we do? The best thing is to refer to how Daniel responded towards such unjust laws in Daniel 3:6,12. There were people then trying to find fault with Daniel but they could only attack him from the religious standpoint. They tried to put Daniel into a trap but in the end, these evil schemers were persecuted by King Darius instead. 
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In Acts 4, Peter and John were arrested by the Sanhedrin. In v. 19, Peter replied to the authorities that they need to obey God instead of the authority that demands they do something contrary to God’s will. This was echoed again in Acts 5:29. 

Moving even further forward, during Hitler’s reign, thousands upon thousands of Jews were killed in gas chambers. What then should be our response? Do we remain silent in such oppression? 

John Stott, in his commentary, wrote this: submission and defiance are two different things. If policies are unjust and dehumanising, God’s people have to rise up in submission to God by standing up for truth, righteousness and justice. 
Paul’s Claim on Citizenship

Even during New Testament times, the powers that be tried to instigate that Jesus and the early church were anti-Roman and against the pagan establishment. This was a clear distortion and Luke, who wrote both the Gospel according to Luke and the book of Acts, wrote clearly to remove such misconceptions. 

In the area of citizenship, we read in Acts 16:37 that Paul was imprisoned and beaten without trial. According to the Roman laws, that particular act violates the rights of a Roman citizen. When Paul was released, he refused to leave the prison. Instead, he demanded that the officer that imprisoned him come to set him free instead. Why could he do so? Because he claimed his rights as a Roman citizen and exercised them!

Time and time again, Paul would ask the officials if it was legal to punish him without trial. Whenever this happens, officials backed off because of the letter of the law. When the Jewish authorities tried to kill him (Acts 22:22-29), it was the Roman Empire that protected him as a Roman citizen carries certain privileges and protection during those times. He could even appeal to Caesar! 

Now, as for us, many times we take our citizenship as Malaysians for granted. We feel that our citizenship as a Malaysian gives us little or no protection. In actual fact, citizenship is very important because it is both a right and a privilege. However, are we aware of our rights? For instance, we have rights to all sorts of freedom as guaranteed by our Federal Constitution.
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Our citizenship offers us rights but also responsibilities. We are people waiting to go to heaven and at the same time, here and now, we are citizens of this land. As citizens, we have the right to elect our government through voting and it is our responsibility to choose our leaders wisely. 

Therefore, we have a role to play to ensure that the State does what is good according to the authority delegated to them by God. 

Five application points to play a role nation-building

1. KNOW OUR RIGHTS: We must know our rights. Do we have any rights? Paul made a claim that he cannot be thrown in prison without a fair trial. Our rights are to vote and whatever is enshrined by the Federal Constitution in terms of religion, language, etc. 

2. ENSURE THE STATE PLAYS ITS ROLE IN DOING “GOOD” (Proverbs 31:8-9): ‘Good’ is at times, relative and therefore, it is our Christian duty to make sure the state plays its role in good governance. There needs to be transparency and openness in delivering services, like health care and education and in eliminating poverty. 

3. EMPLOYMENT IN PUBLIC SERVICE: Be employed in the public sector. How can we be a form of restraint against evil if we are not on the inside to bring transformation? Let’s release some of our young people into areas like history and education so that we could retain the truth in our culture. 

4. OFFER FOR PUBLIC OFFICE: More Christians should offer themselves to serve in the political arena and to stand for election. We should also support these persons as well and the church can be an encouragement to those who are willing to step forward to serve God in this arena.  

5. PARTICIPATE IN CIVIL SOCIETIES: Many Christians don’t want to fund civil society activities but it is important because these societies keep the state in check. Join and contribute voluntary assistance and especially serve the indigenous communities.  

If we are to transform our nation, we cannot allow the bad to be rewarded and the good to be punished. We are the salt and light who takes action. Let us move forward from mere talk. If good men don’t take action, evil men will reign.

Contributed by the Writing Team:

Kenny Lum & Prudence Tay


1. How can we do our part in Nation Building?
2. How can we exercise our citizenship like Paul?
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� SERMON: The Christian Citizen & Nation Building


Pray: 


We would exercise our rights and responsibilities as Malaysian citizens to vote and keep our nation in check through independent parties.


More Christians to enroll in the public service arena and make changes from the inside out.


More to be called into public offices, serving as politicians for the good of all Malaysian society.


Greater participation in community services, especially to assist the under-developed areas. 





For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?"(Esther 4:14)








Questions for Application 35 - 40 minutes








Page 7 of 7

