[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]




Table of Contents

Error! Bookmark not defined.TABLE OF CONTENTS


2Sermon Summary


6Conclusion


6Exegesis of Nehemiah 4:1-23


61. Ridicule (Nehemiah 4:1-6)


82. Intimidating plots (Neh 4:7-9)


83. Discouragement (Neh 4:10)


94. Fear (Neh 4:11-23)


11Background |nehemiah 4:1-23


111. SANBALLAT'S PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE (4:1-3)


122. NEHEMIAH'S SPIRITUAL RESPONSE (4:4-6)


133. SANBALLAT'S CONSPIRACY (4:7-12)


134. NEHEMIAH'S STRATEGY (4:13-15)


14Application questions


14Prayer


14MINISTRIES & EVENTS: FUELLED YA CAMP


14MALAYSIA MY NATION: Malaysia Day 16 Sep 2011




[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.png]


[image: image1.png]Unde
rstan
ding

Disco
very

Appli
cation




Sermon Summary
Faith in Challenging Times Series V

Nehemiah’s Response (Nehemiah 4:1-23)

By Pastor Datuk Kee Sue Sing
You will face strong and fierce opposition when you want to accomplish anything significant for God.
We are reminded by Aristotle that: You can avoid conflict by saying nothing, doing nothing and thus impact nothing.
When you start to commit yourself to the obedience of the Lord, you will encounter spiritual opposition. Satan is happy when the church is of no threat to his domains. Therefore, when half-hearted Christians begin to commit themselves fully to the Lord, they will likely experience oppositions and hardships. New Christians, in particular, face such persecution. So too, will those who reach out to unreached people groups and those who are serious in impacting and transforming the nation. 

Looking at Nehemiah helps us to know how to respond to the kind of opposition from the enemy and in return, we knowing how we can respond rightly. 

A. What different kinds of oppositions did they face?

i. The anger of others against you (Nehemiah 4: 1a,7)
Sanballat was the Governor of Samaria and he was seething within and hopping mad. Why? Most likely his anger was due to the fact that Nehemiah was treading into his territory and he felt threatened, both economically and geographically. He responded in violence. 


ii. 
Ridicule and sarcasm (Nehemiah 4:2)
It was an insult to their national identity to be mocked in such a fashion! The nation of Israel was just coming back together after exile as a nation. The wall was vital from a military strategy viewpoint as well as for the protection of the people from their enemies.

Look at some of the ridicule at them.

· What are those feeble Jews doing? 
· Will they restore their wall?

· Will they offer sacrifices? 
· Will they finish in a day?

· Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble – burned as they are? 
Tobiah’s mockery (v3) “What they are building—even a fox climbing up on it would break down their wall of stones!”
In reality, a fox wouldn’t be able to run down a wall. The mockery is a mind game for such that whenever a fox is sighted, it would remind the Israelites of the taunt that Tobiah had made. Likewise, David was ridiculed by Goliath and the soldiers who crucified Jesus, did the same. Why? Because our faith threatens their godless lifestyle and values. 
iii. 
Threats and intimidation (Nehemiah 4:8, 11-12)

If we stand for what is true and right in a place where there is a blur line between right and wrong, be sure to expect stronger threats and possible intimidation. Satan uses these at our workplace to cow us into wrongdoing and compromises. 

iv. 
Discouragement and fatigue (Nehemiah 4:10)
Beware o f the half-way mark as it is often the burn-out point. The gung-ho spirit may wane at the midpoint and there is a need for another surge of enthusiasm. This is also often true about our walk with God. 

As a young Christian, we feel as if we could win the world for God. It seems like we just can’t get enough of attending bible studies, prayer meetings and fellowships. When we discover the rubbish that is in our life and the never-ending problems that one might encounter, that’s the time to watch out for temptation to give up. 

Let us not be discouraged. Nothing else can be built for God’s glory unless the rubbish has been gotten rid of from our lives. Remember, we are in it for the long haul.  
v. 
Negativism (Nehemiah 4:12)

Then the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten times over, "Wherever you turn, they will attack us." 
It is significant to note that these people lived near the enemies but they were not involved in the work of the re-building. The words “ten times over” meant “over-and-over again”. Imagine constant negative words from their fellow men! 
Negativism and pessimism is the enemy of the church, unfortunately they often come from professing Christians who are not at work in the things of God.
In Numbers 13:28-29, 31-33, we see a similar encounter where negativism took over realism and rationale. 

“There are giants in the land. They are stronger than we are. We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them. There’s no way that we can take the land” (see Numbers 13:28-29, 31-33). 

Nehemiah wasn’t ignorant of the reality of the task at hand but he knew the purpose of God in this, thus, he pressed on towards the goal of completion of the rebuilding of the wall.  
vi. 
Fear (Nehemiah 4:14)
After I looked things over, I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, "Don't be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes." 
Nehemiah knew that the enemy went all out to put fear among the people so that they would quit the work. Likewise, in our recent incident, Senior Pastor sensed the initial fear in our midst. So, instead of allowing fear to fester, he encouraged us to have FAITH in God instead.

In Acts 4, Peter and James were also threatened by the JAIS (stands for Jabatan Agama Israel) but they didn’t back down.  
 Acts 4:18-20

Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God. For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard." 
B) The response to opposition 

The options: run from it ; dodge it ; work out a compromise; work through it
Interestingly, there is a need to stress on the importance of they (the people). It is important that the response is not merely by Nehemiah alone, but by the people of God together. 
i. They  lifted their voices in prayer (Nehemiah 4:4-5, 9)

Our usual first response is to get angry. 
Nehemiah went to Jerusalem for this rebuilding project in the authority of the king (Artaxerxes). He could have flaunt the king’s power and position to get the results he wanted but instead, he chose to call on the name of God. 


Hear us, O our God, for we are despised. Turn their insults back on their own heads. Give them over as plunder in a land of captivity. Do not cover up their guilt or blot out their sins from your sight, for they have thrown insults in the face of the builders. (v.4-5) 
Some of us might be uncomfortable with this prayer. Shouldn’t we respond in love to our enemies? 

a. This is not a prayer for personal vengeance 

b. There is a place here for righteous anger
When God is mocked, it ought to make us angry. There should be things that make us hot and bothered! (C.S. Lewis)

c. A prayer for all competing kingdoms to be destroyed
You can do more than pray after you have prayed, but you cannot do more than pray until you have prayed. (John Bunyan) 
Prayer should, therefore, be our first response to opposition and if our hearts are right, we can pray for God’s justice and conviction to come upon our enemies. 

ii. They put their hearts into the work (Nehemiah 4:6)

Despite a pause, the people did not abandon the work. Therefore, we too need to:

· Refuse to be distracted. Stayed focus on the task. Learn to prioritise. 
· Don’t spend time with critics. E.g. the building of the Panama canal. 
iii. They kept their eyes on the enemy in vigilance (Nehemiah 4:13)
When there is a particular part of our Christian walk that we struggle with, which needs attention and discipline, it is not enough just to pray but also to set watch to guard it. The work of re-building went on but Nehemiah stationed people behind the lowest points of the wall and at the exposed places. He posted them by families, with their swords, spears and bows. To be oblivious to the enemy is simply inviting trouble.  He practiced ‘sanctified common sense’.
When our problems seem big and troublesome, remember that our God is great and awesome, bigger than any enemy and opposition in our lives. What we see as impossible tasks in our lives, God sees as possible in His sight. 
iv.  They kept their minds focused on the Lord (v.14b)

The work of the Lord was evident when the wall was completed in a record time of 52 days. It silenced the critics and instilled the fear of God to the nations around them. God was glorified for He is worthy to be praised (Psalm 145:3).
Conclusion

Winston Churchill, when he was in school, one of his teachers wrote in his report book “inconspicuous results”. He was, by far, one of the most influential people in history. 
Let us focus on the Lord Himself.  In the midst of opposition, we can either respond in fear or in faith. Like Nehemiah, let us press on to the call that God has given us and finish His work. 

Presented by the Writing Team:

Adeline Chia and Abbey Thangiah

Exegesis of Nehemiah 4:1-23
1. Ridicule (Nehemiah 4:1-6)

British critic and author Thomas Carlyle called ridicule "the language of the devil." Some people who can stand bravely when they are shot at will collapse when they are laughed at.

Shakespeare called ridicule "paper bullets of the brain," but those bullets have slain many a warrior.
It is not unusual for the enemy to insult the servants of God. Goliath ridiculed David when the shepherd boy met the giant with only a sling in his hand (1 Sam 17:41-47). Jesus was mocked by the soldiers during His trial (Luke 22:63-65) and by the rabble while He was hanging on the cross (23:35-37); and some of the heroes of the faith had to endure mocking (Heb 11:36). When the enemy laughs at what God's people are doing, it is usually a sign that God is going to bless His people in a wonderful way. When the enemy rages on earth, God laughs in heaven (Ps 2:4).

Sanballat and his friends had begun to ridicule the Jews even before the work on the wall had begun. "They laughed us to scorn," wrote Nehemiah, "and despised us" (Neh 2:19). What special relationship Sanballat had with the army of Samaria is not explained to us. Perhaps he had the army assembled as a show of strength to frighten the Jews. By making his initial speech before the army, Sanballat intensified the power of his ridicule as he made some important people laugh at the Jews.

First, Sanballat ridiculed the workers by calling them "feeble Jews" (4:2). The word feeble means "withered, miserable." The people were like cut flowers that were fading away. They had no human resources that people could see, but the enemy could not see their great spiritual resources. The people of the world don't understand that God delights in using feeble instruments to get His work accomplished (1 Cor 1:18-31). The world glories in its wealth and power, but God's people glory in their poverty and weakness. When we are weak, then we are strong (2 Cor 12:1-10).

Then Sanballat ridiculed the work itself by asking three taunting questions. "Will they fortify themselves?" must have evoked gales of laughter from the Samaritan army. How could a remnant of feeble Jews hope to build a wall strong enough to protect the city from the army? "Will they sacrifice?" implies, "It will take more than prayer and worship to rebuild the city!" This question was blasphemy against Jehovah God, for Sanballat was denying that God would help His people. "Will they finish in a day?" suggests that the Jews didn't know how difficult the task was and would soon call it quits.

In his final question, Sanballat ridiculed the materials they were using. The stones were taken out of the rubbish heaps and probably were so old and damaged that they would never last when set into the wall. While it is true that lime-stone is softened by fire, it is also true that the walls were "broken down," while the gates were "consumed with fire" (Neh 2:13). In spite of what Sanballat said, there was still plenty of good material for the builders to use.

Tobiah the Ammonite was one of the visiting dignitaries at the Samaritan army inspection; and when it was his turn to make a speech, he ridiculed the finished product (4:3). You wouldn't need an army to knock down the wall; a solitary fox could do it! Of course, much that Sanballat and Tobiah said was true from a human point of view; for the Jewish remnant was weak and poor, and the work was too great for them. But they had great faith in a great God, and that's what made the difference.

How did Nehemiah respond to this ridicule? He prayed and asked God to fight the enemy for him. This is the third time you find Nehemiah praying (1:4-11; 2:4), and it will not be the last time. Nehemiah didn't allow himself to get detoured from his work by taking time to reply to their words. The Lord had heard the sneering taunts of Sanballat and Tobiah, and He would deal with them in His own way and His own time.

Nehemiah's prayer resembles the "imprecatory psalms," such as Ps 69; 79; and 139:19-22. We must remember that Nehemiah was praying as a servant of God concerned for the glory of God. He was not requesting personal vengeance but official vindication for God's people. The enemy had blasphemously provoked God before the builders, and this was a terrible sin. The opposition of Sanballat and Tobiah against the Jews was in reality opposition against God.

The things people say may hurt us, but they can never harm us, unless we let them get into our system and poison us. If we spend time pondering the enemy's words, we will give Satan a foothold from which he can launch another attack closer to home. The best thing to do is to pray and commit the whole thing to the Lord; and then get back to your work! Anything that keeps you from doing what God has called you to do will only help the enemy. 
2. Intimidating plots (Neh 4:7-9)

A common enemy and a common cause brought four different groups together to stop the work on the walls of Jerusalem. The city was now completely surrounded by enemies! To the north were Sanballat and the Samaritans; to the east, Tobiah and the Ammonites; to the south, Geshem and the Arabs; and to the west, the Ashdodites. Ashdod was perhaps the most important city in Philistia at that time, and the Philistines did not want to see a strong community in Jerusalem.

God's people sometimes have difficulty working together, but the people of the world have no problem uniting in opposition to the work of the Lord (Ps 2:1-2; Acts 4:23-30; Luke 23:12). As the enemy saw the work progressing, they became angry and decided to plan a secret attack against Jerusalem. Satan hates the Jews and has used one nation after another to try to destroy them (see Ps 85 and Rev 12). God chose the Jews to be His vehicle for giving the world the knowledge of the true God, the Scriptures, and the Savior (Rom 9:1-5). "Salvation is of the Jews" (John 4:22), and Satan wanted to prevent the Savior from coming into the world. If he could destroy the nation, he would frustrate God's plan.

Nehemiah suspected that his enemies would launch an attack, so he posted a guard and encouraged the people to pray. The workers held both tools and weapons (Neh 4:17) and were prepared to fight when the signal was given. "Watch and pray" combines faith and works and is a good example for us to follow in our work and our warfare (see Mark 13:33; 14:38; Eph 6:18; Col 4:2-4).

The Christian's battle is not against flesh and blood, but against Satan and his demonic forces that use flesh and blood to oppose the Lord's work. If we hope to win the war and finish the work, we must use the spiritual equipment God has provided (Eph 6:10-18; 2 Cor 10:1-6). If we focus on the visible enemy alone and for-get the invisible enemy, we are sure to start trusting our own resources; and this will lead to defeat. 
3. Discouragement (Neh 4:10)

Pressures from without often create problems from within. It isn't easy to carry on your work when you are surrounded by danger and daily face the demands of a task that seems impossible. If the Jews became discouraged, they would defeat themselves; and Sanballat and his allies would never have to wage war.

Discouragement is a key weapon in Satan's arsenal. It was discouragement that kept Israel from entering the Promised Land at Kadesh-Barnea (Num 13). "We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we" (v. 31). The ten unbelieving spies "discouraged the heart of the children of Israel" (32:9); and as a result, the nation wandered in the wilderness forty years until the new generation was ready to conquer the land.

"We are not able!" is the rallying cry of all who take their eyes off the Lord and start looking at themselves and their problems.

"We are not able!" is the rallying cry of all who take their eyes off the Lord and start looking at themselves and their problems. These discouraged Jewish workers were actually agreeing with the enemy who said they were feeble! (Neh 2:19; 4:1-3) Sanballat had openly declared that the work would stop, and it almost did.

Why did this discouragement arise from the royal tribe of Judah? (See Gen 49:8-12.) They had David's blood in their veins, and you would think they would be men and women of great faith and courage. The answer is found in Neh 6:17-19: Some people in the tribe of Judah were secretly cooperating with the enemy. The ties of marriage were stronger than the bonds of commitment to the Lord. According to 13:15-22, some of the leaders of Judah were not wholly devoted to the Lord, but were more interested in making money. The combination of marriage and money divided their loyalties, and they became the cause of discouragement.

In over forty years of ministry, I have learned that, in the Lord's work, discouragers are often doubters and compromisers. There is usually something wrong in their spiritual walk. They frequently lack faith in God's Word, for one thing; and they are primarily interested in their own plans and pursuits. A double-minded person is unbelieving and unstable (James 1:5-8) and hinders the work of the Lord.

Nehemiah didn't pay much attention to these complainers but went right on with the work. That's the best thing to do. If you take time away from your work to listen to everybody who wants your attention, you will never get anything done. Nehemiah got his encouragement from prayer and the promises of God, and the occasional complaints of some of the people didn't upset him. 

4. Fear (Neh 4:11-23)

The Jews who lived in the outlying villages (3:2,5,7,13) kept bringing a report to the city that the enemy was planning another surprise attack. Whether these Jews were merely spreading rumors or helping to promote a conspiracy we don't know; but they told the story repeatedly. ("Ten times" is a Hebrew phrase meaning "many times." See Gen 31:41 and Num 14:22.) Nehemiah didn't respond immediately and probably was praying for God's guidance. He himself was not afraid of the enemy; but when he saw that his people were starting to become afraid, he began to act.

In his First Inaugural Address, on March 4, 1933, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt said to a nation in the grip of an economic depression, "The only thing we have to fear is fear itself." He may have borrowed the thought from Henry David Thoreau, American naturalist, who wrote in his journal on September 7, 1851, "Nothing is so much to be feared as fear." Why? Because fear paralyzes you, and fear is contagious and paralyzes others. Fear and faith cannot live together in the same heart. "Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?" (Matt 8:26) Frightened people discourage others and help bring defeat (Deut 20:8).

Nehemiah's first step was to post guards at the most conspicuous and vulnerable places on the wall. The enemy could then see that the Jews were pre-pared to fight. He armed entire families, knowing that they would stand together and encourage one another. The Jews not only repaired the walls near their own houses (Neh 3:28-30), but they stood with their families to protect their homes and their city.

After looking the situation over, Nehemiah then encouraged the people not to be afraid but to look to the Lord for help. If we fear the Lord, we need not fear the enemy. Nehemiah's heart was captivated by the "great and terrible" God of Israel (4:14; see 1:5), and he knew that God was strong enough to meet the challenge. He also reminded the people that they were fighting for their nation, their city, and their families. If the nation was destroyed, what would become of God's great promises to Israel and His plan of redemption?

When we face a situation that creates fear in our hearts, we must remind ourselves of the greatness of God. If we walk by sight and view God through the problems, we will fail, as did the Jews at Kadesh-Barnea (Num 13:26-33). But if we look at the problem through the greatness of God, we will have confidence and succeed. That was the approach David took when he faced Goliath (1 Sam 17:45-47).

When the enemy learned that Jerusalem was armed and ready, they backed off (Neh 4:15). God had frustrated their plot. "The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; He makes the plans of the peoples of no effect. The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of His heart to all generations" (Ps 33:10-11, NKJV). It is good to remind ourselves that the will of God comes from the heart of God and that we need not be afraid.

Nehemiah knew that he couldn't interrupt the work every time he heard a new rumor, so he set up a defense plan that solved the problem: Half of the men worked on the wall while the other half stood guard. He saw to it that the people carrying materials also carried weapons and that the workers on the walls carried swords. In this way, the work would not be interrupted, and the workers would be ready in case of an alarm. The man with the trumpet stayed close to Nehemiah so the alarm could be given immediately. The people were prepared to fight (Neh 4:14), but they realized that it was God who fought with them and He alone could give the victory.

When Charles Spurgeon started his church magazine in 1865, he borrowed the title from Nehemiah and called the publication The Sword and Trowel. He said it was "a record of combat with sin and labor for the Lord." It is not enough to build the wall; we must also be on guard lest the enemy take it from us. Building and battling are both a normal part of the Christian life if we are faithful disciples (Luke 14:28-33).

Again, Nehemiah spoke words of encouragement to the people (Neh 4:19-20). He reminded them that they were involved in a great work. After all, they were serving a great God and rebuilding the walls of a great city. He also reminded them that they were not working alone, even though they couldn't see all of their fellow workers on the wall. God was with all of them and would come to their defense.

No matter what the workers were doing, or where they labored on the wall, they all kept an ear open for the sound of the trumpet. What an example for us to follow as we await the return of the Lord! "For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God" (1 Thess 4:16).

Nehemiah also instituted a "second shift" and required the workers from the other towns to stay in Jerusalem at night and help guard the city. It is often while we sleep that the enemy does his most insidious work (Matt 13:25), and we must be on guard.

Nehemiah not only organized the workers and guards and encouraged them to trust the Lord, but he also set the right kind of example before them (Neh 4:23). He was a leader who served and a servant who led. He staved on the job and was alert at all times. He inspected the city's defenses every night and made sure that the guards were on duty.

The late Dr. Alan Redpath explained why the Jews succeeded in getting their work done and keeping the enemy at bay: The people had a mind to work (v. 6), a heart to pray (v. 9), an eye to watch (v. 9), and an ear to hear (v. 20); and this gave them the victory (Victorious Christian Service, Revell, 1958; pp. 76-79).

They also had a godly leader with the faith to stand.

"Therefore ... be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord"
 (1 Cor 15:58, NKJV).

Background |nehemiah 4:1-23
1. SANBALLAT'S PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE (4:1-3)

4:1-3. As noted earlier (2:10) Sanballat was displeased when he heard that Nehemiah had returned to Jerusalem to help the Jews. Sanballat, however, did not know of God's interest in His people. Sanballat's displeasure turned to intense anger (4:1; cf. v. 7). So with his associates, including Tobiah (2:19; 4:3; also cf. v. 4:7; 6:1,12,14) and Geshem (2:19), and in the presence of Samaritan soldiers, Sanballat ridiculed the Jews. He accused them of rebelling against King Artaxerxes (2:19) and by a series of questions he suggested they were incapable of completing the project (4:2). Calling them feeble he asked if they would offer sacrifices. That is, could they possibly complete the walls so that they could then give sacrifices of thanksgiving? The question about finishing in a day suggests that the Jews did not know what they were undertaking. And how, Sanballat asked, could they use burned, weakened bricks from the heaps of debris? Tobiah the Ammonite (cf. 2:19), standing nearby, also tried to discourage the Jews. Ridiculing them, he said they were so inept in their work that a fox, weighing only a few pounds, would break it down by merely climbing up on it. 

2. NEHEMIAH'S SPIRITUAL RESPONSE (4:4-6)

4:4-5. Prayer was a distinct and consistent part of Nehemiah's approach to problem-solving. When faced with Sanballat's demoralizing attack, he immediately asked God for help: Hear us, O our God, for we are despised.

Like some of the imprecatory prayers in which the psalmists invoked God's condemnation on His enemies, Nehemiah's prayer in this instance was severe and condemning. He prayed that Sanballat and his cohorts would be taken captive and that they would be judged for their sins.

How should a Christian interpret this kind of praying, especially in view of what Jesus Christ said about praying for one's enemies? (Matt 5:44; cf. Rom 12:14,20) Several facts need to be noted. First, in opposing the Jews, Sanballat "and company" were actually opposing God. Second, God had already pronounced judgment on Israel's enemies. Nehemiah was praying according to God's will - that God would deliver Jerusalem from her enemies (Josh 1:5). Third, Nehemiah was praying that God would bring about what He had promised Abraham regarding those who curse His people (Gen 12:3). Fourth, vengeance belongs to God, not to Nehemiah or other believers (cf. Deut 32:35; Rom 12:19). Also see comments on the imprecatory psalms in the Introduction to the Book of Psalms. 

4:6. After praying, Nehemiah and the Jews continued with the work. Some Christians pray and then wait for things to happen, but not Nehemiah! As in all his efforts, he blended the divine perspective with the human. He faced Sanballat's opposition with both prayer and hard work. Once he committed the problem to the Lord, he trusted God to help them achieve their goal. And while praying and trusting, they rebuilt the wall to half its height. At this juncture their task was half completed. Sanballat and Tobiah's efforts at demoralizing the Jews failed. The Jews rose above their enemies' attempts at discouragement. Because the people worked so diligently and enthusiastically (with all their heart), they were able to complete half the job in a surprisingly short period of time. Nehemiah wrote later (6:15) that the entire task was completed in 52 days (about eight weeks of 6 days each), so possibly this halfway point took about four weeks.
3. SANBALLAT'S CONSPIRACY (4:7-12)

4:7-9. The Jewish workers' rapid progress naturally increased the threat to their enemies, who became very angry (cf. v. 1). So they decided to take more overt and corporate action. Joining Sanballat and the Samaritans from the north, Tobiah and the Ammonites from the east, Geshem (cf. 2:19) and the Arabs from the south, were men from Ashdod, a Philistine city, from the west. They all plotted together to attack Jerusalem, apparently from all sides.

The corporate strategy of Judah's enemies was met by a corporate response. Again the people (we) prayed for help, and then added action to their prayers by posting a guard round the clock to meet this threat. 

4:10-12. However, the problem was not automatically solved. In fact the builders faced some new problems. They were physically and psychologically exhausted and the work seemed endless (v. 10). Furthermore they faced the threat of a secret attack (v. 11) which Nehemiah knew was not idle talk (v. 12). 

4. NEHEMIAH'S STRATEGY (4:13-15)

4:13-15. Nehemiah established a new strategy to meet the threat of enemy infiltration. He positioned some of the people behind the lowest points of the wall with swords, spears, and bows.

This must have been a difficult decision for Nehemiah. To place whole families together including women and children - put tremendous pressure on fathers particularly. In case of outright attack, they would have no choice but to stay and fight for and with their family members. But Nehemiah knew it was the only decision he could make if they were to survive and succeed in rebuilding the walls.

Obviously fear gripped these people. So Nehemiah gathered them together and charged them to face the situation courageously (don't be afraid) and to remember the great and awesome Lord (cf. 1:5) who was on their side, and to fight to save their families. When their enemies heard that their plot had been discovered, they did not attack and the people resumed their construction work. 
Application questions 
1. Share one instance when you were discouraged, ridiculed and intimidated?
2. How did you overcome fear? 

3. What have you learnt tonight?
Prayer 
MINISTRIES & EVENTS: FUELLED YA CAMP
Pray:
· All the committee members to have peace and wisdom to handle their role and manage their tasks well. That everyone will be able to balance work and tasks well.

· Logistic team to have a smooth process and also for provision in resources.

· God’s anointing and to have team harmony for the worship team.

· Wisdom and charisma of Christ for the speakers. 

· Journey mercy to the resort and good weather and no mosquitoes during the camp. 

· Protection and victory against negative principalities and powers.
· All registered campers will manage their work or studies well during this time so it will not hinder the campers from going to the camp.
Unless the LORD builds the house, the builders labour in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the guards stand watch in vain. (Psalm 127:1)

MALAYSIA MY NATION: Malaysia Day 16 Sep 2011

Only in the past years, the Government has made 16th September a public holiday to celebrate the birth of Malaysia as a nation. This is very significant as Malaysia comprises the states in Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak. There is a need for national identity and to truly embrace the spirit of 1Malaysia. 

Pray:
· Malaysians would truly reflect and embrace the true spirit of 1Malaysia.

· The ruling government to be more sensitive and quick to respond to the needs of the citizens, regardless of which constituency they reside in.

· The celebration of Malaysia Day would instill stronger patriotism for the love of our motherland.

· Better integration between races and the gap between the poor and the rich to be narrower.

· The fear of God to be evident in the hearts of all Malaysians, which includes the citizens and the people in power.
 Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. (Psalm 34:14)
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