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1. WORKS (15 minutes)
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 MINISTRIES & EVENTS: "FUELLED" HIYA Getaway 2011

DUMC Young Adult Camp is happening this month from 23rd – 25th September.

Pray:
· More young adults in DUMC will sign up for this getaway event.
· Journey mercies to all participants and speakers. All preparations and programmes will work out smoothly as planned.
· God’s anointing upon all the speakers to really ‘fuel up’ all participants spiritually.

· A great time of fellowship, new friendships and bonding among all present.

· Pray for the Speakers 

· Hannah Yeoh 

· Eric Lau

· Pr Chris Kam

· Ho J-Son 

Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. (1 Timothy 4:12)
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  A TRANSFORMED WORLD: Reformation of Libya
Forces opposed to Libya's leader Col. Muammar Gaddafi have taken over his compound in the capital, Tripoli, after a six-month uprising. This seems to bring Col Gaddafi's rule to an end after almost 42 years.

Pray:
· An end to all fighting and order will be restored in this nation.
· The National Transitional Council will work towards forming an interim government that will restore democracy to this country.
· God to raise up God-fearing leaders that will restore and develop this nation and improve the lives of its people.
· The chain of events that is happening will bring greater progress to the expansion of God’s kingdom in Libya and other Arab nations.
Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. (Psalm 34:14)
2. WORD (60 minutes)
Faith in Challenging Times Series III and IV

Sat: Daniel’s Response in Government Service (Daniel 6:1-28)
By Senior Pastor Dr Daniel Ho
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People who work in government offices should be called public servants rather than government servants. Reason being: they ultimately serve the public! 
From the scriptures, we know that Daniel and his three friends were enrolled to serve the public. Amazingly, Daniel served under four different kings (Nebuchadnezzar, Belteshazzar, Darius, Cyrus) in two distinct empires! He served right up to the age of 80 years old. During this tenure, Daniel had his fair share of challenges. But his track record remained an example for us to emulate. 

Daniel’s Track Record:

1. He is a highly responsible person (v.2). He was accountable in practices and leadership. 
“with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer loss.”

2. There is a spirit of excellence in him (v. 3). Whatever he does, he wants to do it well. 

“Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.”

Personal Reflection: How about ourselves? Do we deliver excellent or just mediocre work? 
3. He is corruption-free (v. 4). “At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent.” 

We must walk clean and walk pure. Always operate in the white zone and not the black zone or even the grey zone. Grey zones are “unsure” acts where there is no clear boundary to it. If we operate often enough in the grey zone, slowly we would move towards the black zone. 
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4. He is hardworking (v. 4). Daniel was not negligent. Regardless of our work, even as students, we must work hard. He must ACE our work.

· A: Attitude that looks forward to work

· C: Character, one which is consistent and full of integrity

· E: Excellence in the quality and stands out from the rest

Daniel’s Challenge:

1. Now, despite Daniel being good at what he does, people still bother him! Why is that? They were jealous because the king placed him in a position of power. There are some who are power hungry and envious of Daniel.
Daniel’s righteous acts reveal three things about these people who are jealous. 

· Their character (envious and power-hungry people).
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Their quality of work (or lack of it).

· Exposes their unrighteousness. 

2. People also try to trap Daniel (v. 5 – 9; cf. Jeremiah. 17:9). The people against Daniel concocted a plan together to trap him. Their actions reveal the status of their heart. Indeed, the heart of the human problem is the human heart. If the heart does not change for the better, nothing good would come of it. Only the Gospel of Jesus Christ can change lives.
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Daniel’s Response:

1. He is courageous (v. 10). 
Daniel prays 3 times a day habitually. Like how DUMC continues doing all good works despite being raided and maligned. Prophet Daniel pressed on and so shall DUMC because whatever we do in DUMC is consistent with the word of God.

2. He is unwavering (v. 10). 

Daniel refuses to buckle because he knows he walks by his trust towards God. 

3. He trusts in God’s intervention (v. 11; cf. Daniel 3:16 – 18). 

In the life of Daniel, there is a steadiness because of his trust in God. His 3 other friends who were called into public service also displayed the same characteristics, as depicted in Daniel chapter 3. When the going gets tough, the tough gets going.  

4. He believes in God’s vindication (v. 21 – 22; cf. Jeremiah 17:10). 

Daniel trusted in God. Having said this, do bear in mind that sometimes, our vindication comes only when Jesus returns. When that happens, no one can run away from their sins and all acts will be judged by Him. Personal Reflection: Is our belief and trust in God the same, even if vindication does not come in our lifetime?

William Wilberforce, a man who sought to abolish slavery, was called into the arena of politics. He had a wonderful encounter with God and together with a group of like-minded people, they fought for many years. Finally, the British Empire abolished slavery. William Wilberforce died 3 days after hearing that the passage of the Act through Parliament was assured.

That was William Wilberforce’s calling. What is your calling? Regardless of what God has called you to do, always strive to ACE it!

Sun: Joseph’s Response in the Marketplace (Genesis 39:1-23)
By Senior Pastor Dr Daniel Ho
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Introduction

Whether we are working, studying or a homemaker, wherever God places us, this is our marketplace. It is estimated that 60% of the Christian population around the world is in the marketplace. What amazing statistics! Imagine the influence one can be if we are a faithful believer in our Lord Jesus Christ. Throughout the Bible, we read about people who made an amazing impact in the marketplace, transforming it to the glory and praise to our God. 

Today’s sermon topic takes us to examine the life of Joseph, who worked in Potiphar’s household. He found favour with God and men simply because he had a real fear of God in his life. 

Joseph’s Track Record

Joseph was highly successful during Potiphar’s time. The Lord was with him and the Lord gave Joseph success in everything he did. Potiphar put Joseph in charge of his entire household and entrusted everything he had to Joseph. Joseph prospered much, simply because God’s grace was with him wherever he went and whatever he put his hands on was successful. 
The secret of Joseph success was that God’s presence was with him. God is a good God, He wants to bless and fulfil His promises in our lives. God’s presence means:

[image: image11.png]e

WARNING

CHALLENGES
AHEAD





a) Pleasure (Exodus. 33:15-16)

Moses found God’s pleasure wherever he went. In Exodus 33:15-16, Moses told God that if His presence is not with him, do not sent him to the Promised Land. Moses wanted to know if God was pleased with him and His people and needed God to be with them. 
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b) Distinctiveness (Exodus 33:16b)

When God is with us, we are distinct from the rest of the peoples. In this passage, Moses wanted to know if the Israelites found favour with God and the assurance of being distinct from the rest of all the other peoples on the face of the earth. 

We also see from the life of Joseph that he was singled out from the rest of the Egyptians and was put in charge of Potiphar’s household. 

c) Power (Exodus 33:3)
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God’s presence also means His power. When He is with us, He will give us the power and authority to do things. Joseph was the second ranked man with the highest power and authority after Potiphar in his household because God gave him the power to handle such a huge task. 

With God’s Presence (pleasure, distinctiveness and power) that went with Joseph, he enjoyed the trust from Potiphar. Potiphar trusted Joseph so much that he put Joseph in charge of everything he had and entrusted to his care everything that he owned. Similarly, when we are in the marketplace, if God is with us, we will earn the trust from men and they will put us in charge of many things. 

Joseph’s Challenge

Despite being successful in the marketplace, Joseph was faced with many challenges too. Temptation was stalking him every day from Mrs Potiphar (v. 7, cf. 1 Corinthians 10:13). Mrs Potiphar was tempting Joseph to come to bed with him almost daily. Joseph refused and stood firm on his choice. It was so easy for Joseph to compromise sexually with Mrs Potiphar simply because no one was with him at that time and he was the second most powerful man in the household. But he did not sin against God. 
We learn from Joseph’s life of three things to guard against:

a) Sex (Proverbs 6:25-29) 

We need to guard against lust and sex outside marriage. We should not lust for sex, even if we may not get caught. Joseph was tempted with having sex with Mrs Potiphar, but he did not succumb towards that temptation. It was so easy for him to do so, since he was not the one who initiated it but Mrs Potiphar herself!

b) Money (1 Timothy 6:10) 

The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. Despite being put in charge of Potiphar’s entire household, Joseph was not greedy. He could have used all the money that was entrusted to him and spent it according to his pleasures but he did not. He safeguarded and stewarded it properly because he knows that he was given a position of trust from his master and he does not want to violate that trust. 

c) Power (2 Chronicles 26:16a) 

We know that Joseph was the second most powerful man after Potiphar, in Potiphar’s house. He could do anything he liked and wanted. But he did not misuse that power because he knows that his power came from God and not from men. When we are powerful, we sometimes easily forget who gave us that power and if we are not careful, we can misuse it. 

Joseph’s Response

Although Joseph was tempted in every way, let us take a look at how he responded. 
Joseph was very clear about his boundaries. He told Mrs Potiphar after he refused to accept her invitation, that although he was put in charge of everything in this household, his master has withheld one thing from Joseph, that is Mrs Potiphar, because she was his master wife. He drew the boundaries of what he can do and what he cannot. If we do not draw boundaries, problems will start. We will begin to fall into temptation easily and sin against God. 

Joseph had a real fear of God (v.9b, cf. Proverbs 9:10). He put God first in everything that he did and said. Though he was tempted to go to bed with Mrs Potiphar, he refused to and said “how can I do such a wicked thing and sin against God.”

Joseph paid the price of being righteous. Though he did not commit adultery, he was falsely accused of sleeping with Mrs Potiphar. In doing and choosing what was right to do, Joseph was put into prison. Have you ever faced such injustice at your workplace? How did you respond?

Thankfully, that is not the end of the story. Our God is a God of vindication as we read in verses 20b – 23. Even while Joseph was in prison, the LORD was with him. God showed him kindness and granted him favour in the eyes of the prison warden. So, the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.

Conclusion

Even if we need to suffer for doing what is right and good, God has promised us that He will have a way of vindicating us. Always remember to have a real fear of God in our lives and do not exchange temporal pleasures of sins (cash, convenience and comfort) with our inner character. If we do that, we have compromised something very valuable inside us -  our integrity and trust. 
1 Corinthians 10:13 has told us that “no temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you cannot bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” 
So call unto God in times of need, even if it is to flee from temptation. He will certainly provide a way out for you. Do not fall into temptation but rise up to overcome it!

By this can we be salt and light in our marketplace and be bearers of God’s standard!

Contributed by the Writing Team:

Kenny Lum, Khoo Li Li & Tan Lay Guan


1. How do respond when faced with challenges in our lives, discuss? 
2. Have I kept the faith in Christ by holding to the word of God? 

3. How can I help another in the same practice? 
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� MALAYSIA MY NATION: Electoral Reforms


There has been a recent announcement that there will be electoral reforms, namely the setting up of the parliamentary select committee (PSC) for electoral reforms, the Election Commission (EC) mulling allowing all Malaysians abroad to vote and the possibility of using indelible ink.


Pray:


The parliamentary select committee will indeed live up to its purpose as a catalyst in introducing electoral reforms.


The election commission will be non-partisan in its duty of bringing reforms to the electoral system and not bow down to any political pressure.


God’s divine intervention against any parties that set out to stop all reform plans for selfish gains.


All reforms that are planned will be executed quickly and take effect in the coming election.


When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people groan. (Proverbs 29:2) 





Questions for Application 35 - 40 minutes
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