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1. WORKS (15 minutes)
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MINISTRIES & EVENTS: Street Ministry – Drop-in-centre

There is a need for individuals or cell groups to cook simple meals on Fridays and Sundays for the Drop-in-centre. (cook at home & send the food to the drop-in-centre). 

Pray:

· DUMC members will rise up to volunteer their service and be a blessing to those who are in need, especially the homeless.

· Those who have been serving faithfully in this area will continue to serve with joy, knowing that what they have given will be multiplied many-folds by God.

· The people who receive the food each week will come to know the Lord and His unconditional love for them.

· God will bless the leaders of the Street Ministry with wisdom, joy and perseverance as they continue to serve in this ministry. God will bless the works of their hands and bring many to His kingdom.

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward them for what they have done. (Proverbs 19:17)
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 A TRANSFORMED WORLD: Christians in Muslim countries 

Islamic militants threatened revenge attacks after the killing of al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden by US special forces on 2 May. Christians in Muslim countries are particularly vulnerable to retaliatory attacks by anti-Western militants who see all Christians as linked to the “Christian” West. Christians in these countries continues to be considered as ‘soft target’ as the militants cannot attack America directly. 
Pray:

· All efforts by Islamic militants to avenge bin Laden’s death will be thwarted and they will convicted of their wrongdoings.

· God’s divine intervention to stop every work of the evil one to harm Christians in these countries. 

· God will provide for all the needs of these Christians and Christian organisations will continue to extend help and aid to them. 

· Christians in these nations will continue to stand strong even under such persecution and know that God will deliver them.

The righteous person may have many troubles, but the LORD delivers him from them all. (Psalm 34:19)
2. WORD (60 minutes)
Studies in John’s Gospel: Knowing the Master XVI –

Sat: The Master’s Resurrection (John 20:1-23)

By Pastor Chris Kam
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John 20:1-23 started in a sombre and gloomy tone as these verses stated that Jesus was dead and was going to be buried. 

Burial during those times did not involve a burial in the ground but in a tomb. Jesus was embalmed with 34 kilograms of spices and then wrapped in linen cloths. If the body was stolen, it is certain that the body will be taken away together with the linen. However, in the case of our Lord Jesus, the linen that was wrapped around Jesus remained on the floor.  Therefore, when John entered the tomb, he knew Jesus has resurrected. 
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Later on, we read that Jesus appeared to five hundred people and that He ate with them and spoke to them. Not only that, Thomas touched the wound of Jesus. Thus, he knows that Jesus has resurrected, because the man he touched was the Jesus that was hung on the cross. 

Jesus Christ rising from the dead is the most fantastic claim that Christians have made. Josh McDowell wrote a book entitled “Evidence that Demands a Verdict”. One of the things he said was, “I have come to the conclusion that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is either one of the most wicked, vicious, heartless hoaxes ever foisted upon the minds of men, OR it is the most fantastic fact of history.” 

If it is proved that Jesus has risen, how does His resurrection affect our life? 

What has the resurrection to do with me?

Why is the resurrection relevant to me? Jesus is not just a good teacher, a great man or a dead man with great teachings. The difference for us as a Christian is that we worship a risen God - Jesus was dead and has come alive again.
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Something happened during the six weeks after Jesus’ resurrection, when he appeared to the twelve disciples and then to the five hundred. Jesus appeared to Peter, all the disciples, the five hundred and finally to Apostle Paul. Even Apostle Paul was saying that Jesus is alive! The resurrection is at the very centre, at the very heart and core of Christian beliefs. 

Pastor Chris Kam explained that the resurrection of Jesus does not just mean that He is alive in our hearts. The resurrection of our Lord also does not mean resuscitation, where He was dead and then came back alive again and eventually, died again. In the case of Jesus’ resurrection God arrested the process of decay and decomposition. He gave Jesus a new body and this new body that God gave to Jesus will neither decay nor decompose.  With this new body, Jesus lives forever!
There are three reasons for us to be excited about the resurrection:

1. Past – The Resurrection assures us of God’s FORGIVENESS

The forgiveness of sin is one of God’s best gifts to us. All of us have skeletons in the cupboard. Whatever we have said and done before, we feel terrible and our conscience often torments and condemns us.  
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We cannot walk free until we know we are totally forgiven. However, instead of going to face God or go to someone else with a clear conscience, we run away. We run away from God, backslide or run away from loved ones because we cannot reconcile. We are not able to reconcile because we do not realise that we are totally forgiven by the Lord. 

Our sins are forgiven, but does it translate to our heart? The Holy Communion reminds us of Jesus’ death, where our guilt and past have been forgiven. Jesus has paid for our sins on the cross.  Baptism also symbolises that we have died to our old selves. When we go into the water, we have died and thus, we cannot go back to become the former ‘old’ person. Instead, we are now a new person because we cannot reflect the old self who is already dead in Christ. When we are in Christ, we are His new creation, the old is gone and the new has come. (2 Corinthians 5:12) 

This reminds us of last weekend’s celebration, when Pastor Kee shared that Jesus said, “It is finished”. Jesus did not say, “I am finished.” Jesus has died on the cross as a sacrifice for us and by His one sacrifice He made the perfect sacrifice forever (cf. Hebrew 10:11-14). We can be sure that our sins are forgiven because Jesus has risen. When God raised up Jesus from the dead God validates the forgiveness of sin in our life. (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:17-20)

2. Present – The Resurrection assures us of God’s POWER

We need more than forgiveness; we need the POWER of Resurrection in the present. Although our sins have been forgiven, we still struggle. Can God change us? Yes, God can change us. He can turn a selfish person to be unselfish, turn immoral people to possess self-control and turn cruel people to kind ones.  He can do infinitely much more!
The victory over ourselves is not by own willpower but by the POWER of Resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is possible for us to change because He has the power to transform us in His likeness. Jesus can change us: from not being interested in the things of God to become alive in the things of God.
Pastor Chris shared that, after serving 18 years in the ministry as a Pastor, he has seen how Jesus changes lives over and over again. Christians know that it is not willpower that changes them but it is the power of Jesus Christ. Testimonies have been shared about how Jesus transformed Christian lives over and over again with His power. 

We may follow the word of God; but if we do not have the power of God, it does not mean that we can change. Perhaps we may change a little, but our change cannot last with our own willpower. Change does not mean just a change of lifestyle, but it is about life transformation. 

3. Future – The Resurrection assures us of God’s ULTIMATE TRIUMPH
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God assures us that His ultimate triumph for us is His resurrection. We are not people who live in fear and in hopelessness.  Despite what has happened in our church, we are not people who have given up on hope because of the power of the resurrection. 
It is humbling to know that we are not in control of our life. Sometimes, when we plan so well, do we need God to be in the picture? Often when we plan, our plans fail. It is important for us to recognise that God is in control. But is He, really?

Bertrand Russell said, “When I die, I believe that I shall rot, and that is the end.” Then he went on to say, “All the labours of the ages – the inspiration, the noonday brightness of human genius –are destined to extinction. The whole temple of man’s achievement must inevitably be buried in the debris of a universe in ruins.” This summarises that in life, there is no hope?

Surely not! For us, as Christians, we do not look at life’s hopelessness. We have hope because, as Christians, we do not cling on to life as this is only all there is. Rather than putting life in a linear line where life moves towards death or going in circles, we are certain of one path – towards God. We, as Christians, can be confident because Jesus is alive.  

Pastor Chris Kam shared a testimony of Joni Eareckson, an athlete who broke her neck at the age of seventeen. She is a quadriplegic as she is paralysed from the neck down. As a quadriplegic, she has an inspiring testimony. She married, wrote 48 books, recorded 6 music albums and made a movie as well as some television shows. She was diagnosed with stage three breast cancer in 2010. Although still undergoing chemotherapy today, she remains committed to invest her energy and efforts in Kingdom building. 
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“I have hope in the future. The Bible speaks about body being glorified... I know the meaning of that now. It is the time after my death here, when I, the quadriplegic, will be on my feet dancing. We are going to have a new body…” Joni Eareckson

In Christ, we have hope not only for the present but also for the future, even after we die (cf. John 11:25). We can once again have a new body and meet our loved ones again. 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ, has given us not only forgiveness, but also His power and the resurrection hope. 
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Sun: Restoring God’s Kingdom

By Pr Peter Tsukahira 
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A time of unrest, crisis and change is happening here in Malaysia and around the world. How can the people of God ride on these changes? 

Pastor Tsukahira said it was the Lord’s will to focus on one aspect of the coming of the kingdom of God, which is the aspect of new beginnings and changes. What does it take to be prepared for the changes that God wants to bring? 

Sometimes, when it is the time for change, these things come in ways that we are not totally prepared to respond to. Sometimes, it will take a certain kind of thinking that takes us beyond our normal ways of understanding the world around us.  

The world of business has seen many changes. There was a time when the Swiss was the time keeper maestros of the world. For generations, they were unchallenged as the master of time keeping and controlled nearly 90% of the world market share. Eventually they were overtaken by the Japanese using a ‘crystal mechanism’ of time keeping invented by the Swiss themselves. Competitors from Taiwan and China also jumped on the bandwagon. The Swiss market share dropped from 90% to less than 10% in one generation. 

[image: image13.jpg]


When change comes, we need to be ready for it. We, as the people of God, can be prepared for it because we have the Holy Spirit and God wants us to flow with the Holy Spirit through the renewing of our minds. 

God loves new things. He usually does not do the same thing twice. Just like there are no two snowflakes that look alike even though there are millions and millions of them. God is a God of new things and new beginnings. 

The Potter and the Clay (Jeremiah 18:1-6)

God spoke prophetically to the nation of Israel about new things and how He wanted to mould and change that nation. In Jeremiah 18:1-6, God spoke to the nation of Israel through the prophet Jeremiah. God told Jeremiah to go to a potter’s house to receive a message from God. Jeremiah went to the potter’s house and saw the potter working at the wheel. The potter put some clay in the middle and moulded the clay into something useful, beautiful and with commercial value. 
As Jeremiah was watching the potter, he took a piece of clay which was not quite right and slammed it on the table. The potter began to pound on that clay and turned it into an unrecognisable lump of wet mud. Sometimes, we too may have that kind of experience with God. It would seem like God is doing something beautiful in us and suddenly we are taken out of the wheel and are pounded by God instead. Why did the potter do that? He was trying to get every bubble and pocket of air out of the clay so that it will not crack or explode when he moulds it again and puts it into the fire.  
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Then, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah about his mission. God told Jeremiah that Israel is just like that clay in His hand. He will be doing the same thing as what the potter is doing to the clay. As the King and Creator of that nation, He would also take it down from the wheel if He found something not right with them. He would also pound it before putting it back on the wheel and start to mould the nation again into something beautiful, powerful and a vessel of honour. 

Israel had come to a time of change and God, the Creator of the universe, has taken such a personal interest in this nation that He wanted to be part of the process and to mould Israel into a beautiful and powerful vessel for His plans and purpose. Jeremiah, in obedience, delivered this message to the people of Israel. 

New and Old Wineskins (Luke 5:36-39)

[image: image15.jpg]


This kind of change was important for Jesus. When Jesus came, He represented a great change for the individuals that encountered Him. He came at a time of great change for His nation and He Himself was the transforming agent for His nation. Jesus spoke directly to His people about the opportunities and dangers of change.
In Luke 5:36-39, Jesus spoke on the parable of the new and old garment and the new and old wineskins. Jesus spoke about the Holy Spirit and the new life of faith He came to inaugurate and the new covenant that He came to make. He came as a messenger of faith in order to bring a new life of faith and a new wine that is to be poured out for those with eyes to see and ears to hear. He has come to bring a new kingdom and a time of great change.  It is a time of righteousness and justice for His nation and the world! 

Pastor Tsukahira explained that a wineskin is a leather bag made of tanned goat skin sewn together to hold wine. A new wineskin is soft and can be stretched. It feels like a pillow. An old wineskin is stiff and hard as a brick. New wine cannot be poured into an old wineskin because new wine will continue to ferment in the wineskin for another two to four months. The gas pressure from the fermentation would be so great that it would stretch the wineskin to its limit. An old wineskin, which has lost its ability to contract and stretch, may rupture under such pressure. 

When God pours out His new life upon us, we need to change from the inside and outside too. Transformation must take place inside of us but it must also bring changes to our culture, society and community. The Dream Centre is like a new wineskin because God wants to bring new wine. As individuals, church or nation we must change when God brings something new. Jesus is bringing a new wine and looking for new wineskins. We cannot stick to the old wineskin because it will break and we will lose the wine.

Born Again (John 3:1-21)

How much change is really required when God does something new, when God send His spirit and when the wind of change blows? 
This passage in John 3 tells us the story of Nicodemus, a leading rabbi and a ruler of the Jews in Israel during the time of Jesus. Religious leaders were very powerful politically at that time. Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrin. The Sanhedrin was a ruling council that ordered the lives of all people in Israel. 

There were two parties in the Sanhedrin: namely the Sadducees who were materialists and secular and the Pharisees who were the ultra-religious and legalistic Jews. The Sadducees were appointed by the Romans and led the Sanhedrin. The Pharisees and Nicodemus were like the opposition. Theologically, the Pharisees were closer to Jesus. 

Nicodemus came to Jesus one night because he wanted to have a conversation with Him. At the door, he called Jesus ‘rabbi’ and honoured Jesus. He came as a representative of the Pharisees. He expected Jesus to welcome him inside and perhaps offer him a drink. He did not expect Jesus to tell him in verse 3, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”

Nicodemus truly did not expect such a reply. He probably expected to be recognised and had hoped that Jesus would invite him in. He probably did not understand what Jesus was trying to say as he replied in verse 4, “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”

Jesus replied in verse 5-8, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”

Jesus told Nicodemus that a time of great change was coming and he must be ready to start all over again. It is not a time for making deals or discuss about different theories. He must start all over again in order to understand what was going to happen. Jesus knew who Nicodemus was and the real reason for his visit which was probably to form a political alliance with Jesus. Out of his love and compassion for him, Jesus told him to be ‘born again’ and to unlearn all that he had learned so that he could see the kingdom of God. He also shared with him about the gospel as stated in John 3:16. 

Nicodemus may not have understood fully what Jesus told him that night but he must have been deeply touched because he appeared at Jesus’ crucifixion. He assisted Joseph of Arimathea in the identification and the burial of Jesus. He identified himself with the disciples and risked all that he had. He really understood what it meant to be born again as he laid it all down (risked his reputation, position, etc.) and became an example for us all. 


It is a wonderful time for us now in this nation of Malaysia even in the midst of uncertainty. For us, at DUMC, we may be like the lump of clay that is being pounded by God but it will only be for a little while. God is going to put us back on the wheel and turn us into something useful, beautiful and powerful. It will impact not only this nation, but the world. 

God is turning us into a vessel of honour and it starts in the house of God and in the hearts of God’s people. Justice, righteousness and truth comes from the Holy Spirit through us. New life starts with each one of us. We are all like new wineskins. It starts when the people of God are unafraid of changes and eager for change. We need new wineskins to contain the new wine that God is going to pour forth into our lives. 

As DUMC members, let us be those who will hoist the sail and catch the wind of God. Let us join God as He brings changes and new beginnings to our nation! 

Contributed by the Writing Team:

Karin Soh and Melissa Chua


How would you respond when faced with difficult challenges in llife?
What does Born again mean to you? Do you have old wineskin or new?
Do we know our master well? What are the practical step we can take to know our master?[image: image3.jpg]
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� SERMON: Restoring God’s Kingdom


Pray:


DUMC members will be prepared for the new beginnings and changes that God is going to bring to our nation.


We will stand firm and be courageous even as we are being pounded and moulded by God like clay in the Potter’s hand.


We will be willing to lay down all that we have at the cross of Christ and trust that God will use it to turn us into vessels of honour for Him.


The transformation in each of us and as a church, we will bring transformation to both our community and the nation.


Yet you, LORD, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand. (Isaiah 64:8)





� MALAYSIA MY NATION: JAIS Raid on DUMC


On 3rd Aug 2011, some 20 to 30 JAIS and police officers entered DUMC’s premises and did a search on a private property without a warrant and based on an unverified complaint. A Thanksgiving Dinner was being held at that time to commemorate the efforts of Harapan Komuniti, a NGO working on community projects. The act by JAIS is a breach of the Freedom of Assembly and Association as provided by Article 10 of the Federal Constitution of Malaysia.  


Pray:


DUMC members and Christians in this nation will stand united, be courageous and continue to be salt and light to the community at large.


God’s protection upon DUMC and upon those directly affected by this incident and that God will vindicate the righteous.


God’s wisdom and guidance for Senior Pastor, church leadership and Christian leaders in this nation so that they will move in tandem with what God is doing in our nation.


Justice and righteousness will prevail in our nation and Malaysians will rise up to protect their basic rights as provided under the constitution.


JAIS will be held accountable for its actions as it is not above the law and constitution.








Sunday Sermon 





Questions for Application 35 - 40 minutes
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