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1. WORKS (15 minutes)
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 SERMON: Faith in challenging times

Pray: 

· DUMC will rise in extraordinary faith and joy in the Lord.

· We will continue to rejoice and rest in confidence in the Lord that He is in control of all things.

· We will take up the cross, deny ourselves and follow Him daily, and commit ourselves to the faithful Creator.

· Godly maturity and character to be built up as we endure hardship both in our personal life and corporately as the body of Christ.

"All things are possible to him that believes." - Mark 9:23
MINISTRIES & EVENTS: Continuing To Do Good

We thank God for the availability of many who serve in the various ministries in church and in the community. We will continue to obey His commands to continue to do good, love our neighbours and seek to serve others and to seek justice.
Pray:

· We will boldly profess our faith and share our testimony of God’s faithfulness and blessing and continue to do good.

· A renewal of mind and spirit, strengthening of faith and unity as a church to make a greater difference in the world we live in.
· We will continue to walk the talk, serve the poor and needy and seek to be Jesus’ hands and feet to serve the community.

· We will continuously serve the community, regardless of creed, race, religion, social status.

Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy – Psalm 31:9 
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 A TRANSFORMED WORLD: UK riots: Looting
Between 6 and 10 August 2011, many London districts and some other cities and towns in England suffered widespread rioting, looting and arson. As of 15 August, about 3,100 people have been arrested. Five people died and at least 16 others were injured as a direct result of related violent acts. An estimated £200 million worth of property damage was incurred, and local economic activity was significantly compromised.

Pray:
· Against moral and ethical corruption, especially amongst the younger generation.
· The violence and unrest will be contained soon and the looters and offenders will be charged in court.
· Restoration and healing for those who are affected or traumatised by the riots.
· Wisdom for the authorities and the government to restore the confidence of the country.
· Many will reach out and find the Prince of Peace and God of hope during this time.
For God is not a God of disorder but of peace (1 Cor.14:33)
2. WORD (60 minutes)
Faith in challenging times I

By Senior Pastor Dr Daniel Ho
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With the challenges that DUMC is going through, Pastor Daniel felt led to introduce a series of sermons on ‘Faith in Challenging Times’ so that we will know how to respond as a church in such times. We should take courage that when we are involved in battling principalities and powers, and darkness and evil, we are doing the right thing. Therefore we may be subject to challenges and obstacles. We will learn from Peter this week on how to respond in such a time as this. 

Peter’s response (1 Peter 4:12-19)

During Peter’s time, God’s people were going through hardship and were persecuted. The Roman Emperor Nero was in power and wrongly accused Christians. They were blamed, persecuted, thrown into the lion’s den and the gladiators’ ring and even burnt alive. 
In the midst of such persecution, Peter’s responses were as follows:-

· Do not be surprised (v.12) - Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 
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We should not be shocked and surprised at what we are going through. Challenges and hardship are part and parcel of Christian discipleship. As much as they persecuted the Lord Jesus Christ, you and I as followers of Christ may go through persecution as well. Luke 9:23 states: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me”. The cross represents suffering. When we are asked to follow after Him, we may have to suffer hardship, pain and sorrow.

Likewise in DUMC, in light of what we are going through, though there is anxiety and uncertainty, and we have no idea what is going to happen tomorrow, we should continue to carry the ‘cross’. Even Muslims who have experienced and seen what DUMC is contributing to the community are upset about the incident. The church of Jesus Christ is always a blessing to a country/nation. We always want to contribute to the good of our Nation and in the place where God has put us.

Out of uncertainty and anxiety, God is growing us in the area of TRUST and FAITH. We must learn to trust God amidst the uncertainty. Out of faith, all anxiety will go away. Jesus Christ said in Matthew 6: ‘Do not be anxious about tomorrow, you of little faith’. Anxiety sets in because of lack of faith. We need to learn to trust Him and know that He is in control. 

When Operation Lallang ISA took place in 1987, six Christian leaders and two Malay Christians were arrested. The church was shocked and people were fearful. Twenty years later, the church has learnt not to be shocked or surprised, but God is teaching us to trust Him and have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

· To rejoice (v.13) - But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 
I. Apostle Peter urged us that in the midst of suffering and hardship, we need to rejoice. Christian faith looks at suffering totally different from the world. The world views suffering as bad, wrong, evil and something to get out from. Buddhist thinking says that life is full of suffering and all must get out of it and arrive at Nirvana. Christians look at suffering positively, but only if we suffer correctly. When we suffer, it should not be because of our own sin, crime, busybody, foolishness and wrongdoing (v.15), but because of the name of Jesus Christ, in seeking to honour Him, in remaining faithful to Jesus, and in preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

II. Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 5:3-5 that suffering produces perseverance, perseverance, character and character, hope. He urged us to rejoice amidst the suffering as suffering will build us up to be strong in character, and develop perseverance to be able to stand against pressure and problems in life. We will also have hope because we know that life is beyond the here and now. Our hope is that the suffering will end one day. All that we are going through will end soon.

A prophet of God came to town last week and prophesied that the next 3 years will be a new season for Malaysia. The next 16 months will however be full of problems, pressure and persecution, and will be difficult. We shall press on.

III. Apostles James wrote in James 1:2-4 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” Those who suffer more in life are more patient, thoughtful, gracious and compassionate. Pastor Daniel testified that he had an experience of encountering a 11 year old boy who was faced with a mother dying of illness, displaying an unusual maturity, kindness, compassion, sensibility and thoughtfulness. He helped out at home and did not take things for granted. Therefore, suffering if taken rightly will be good for us.

· Do not be ashamed but praise God (v.16) - However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 
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When Operation Lalang took place and some Christian leaders were arrested and thrown into prison because they preached the gospel of Jesus Christ, some Christians and churches were ashamed. The harsh reality is that some may walk away and disassociate themselves. But we should not be ashamed if we suffer for the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no shame because we stood up in the midst of lies and evil and faced attacks of all forms. In fact, we should hold our head high up and be proud of it. We should applaud those who continue to stand for justice, truth and righteousness.

God will have His way of working things out. Thank God we are able to walk through it, in spite of pain, heartache and sorrow. We must come to a place of restedness and trust in the Living God. Pastor Daniel shared that he was closely monitored for many years, but he has learnt to walk in confidence and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

· Commit yourselves to your FAITHFUL Creator (v.19) - So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. 
Sometimes we suffer out of God’s permissive will, even though we speak and walk truthfully, because men’s hearts are evil. When God allows us to go through sufferings and hardship, we are to commit ourselves to our faithful Creator. 
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Peter was not faithful when Jesus really needed him at a crucial point. When Peter was asked if he was one of Jesus’ disciples, he denied Jesus though his accent gave him away as a Galilean from the North. Peter then admitted his failure and unfaithfulness but urged us to commit ourselves to Him who is faithful. For God is faithful and He is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow. We know that we will walk through it because He will never fail us, leave us nor forsake us.

In today’s journalling time, God in His words in Psalm 66:12 says You let men ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but you brought us to a place of abundance. It encouraged Pastor Daniel and though we go through fire (heat, pain) and water (uncertainty), we pray that the Lord will shorten the fire and water and let the abundance come quickly. God is bringing about great growth in DUMC because of what we are going through during this time. God is using DUMC as the platform or flagship to break forth as the power and grace of God released.

· Continue to do good (v.19) 
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We have been involved in doing wonderful good to the community, in Malaysia and beyond. Many people are amazed at what we are contributing towards the good of the nation. Although we are accused of having the ulterior motive of trying to coerce others, the command of Scripture urges us to continue to do good regardless. 

Peter’s conclusion to challenging times

We shall continue to do good and walk in His ways because:
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Know that there is joy (v.13) - But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 
Our posture of life and heart should be full of joy, not of grumbling and to fight back or retaliate. The worldly response is to retaliate, give up and do the bare minimum when going through challenges, but as Christians, we should always have joy, which is independent of circumstances. Happiness is dependent on circumstances, but joy comes from the Lord because of the confidence that God will see us through. If we are demoted, mistreated or misunderstood because we are walking faithfully, we should still have a deep sense of joy and restedness in the Lord because we know God is in control. Pastor Daniel also assured us that he has faith and joy knowing that God is sovereign and will see us through.

God is developing in us:-

· Faith – Faith is best grown through challenges and problems in life. 

· Courage – Are we prepared to stand up and say ‘NO’ especially to those who trespass a place of worship in spite of the might of the state? A church is a place of worship and ought to be a safe haven, a place of peace, security, help and hope, for anyone.

· Trust – We should continue to trust God because He is in control.

· Fearlessness – We should not be fearful. To overcome it, we must have faith and love. Perfect love casts out all fear (1 Peter 4). 

· In the movie “The Mission”, a group of Catholic priests lived amongst the natives in the South American jungle to build a mission to convert a Guarani community to Christianity where they were faced with bows and arrows. They walked into certain death because they were consumed by the love for Jesus and for the lost, and willing to lay down their lives for them. 

· James Elliot and four other missionaries, Ed McCully, Roger Youderian, Pete Fleming, and their pilot, Nate Saint, were speared to death while attempting to evangelize the Waodani Indians through efforts known as Operation Auca.  Their widows continued their efforts and transformation occurred over years. In 2000 at a Global conference, a great reconciliation, healing and restoration took place between Nate Saint’s son and the Indians. 
· Know that one is blessed (v.14) - If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 
Those who suffer for Christ are counted worthy (Acts 5:41). We must know that we are blessed because we are counted worthy to go through the present challenges. Even though we encountered a ‘small problem’ by just providing the venue for the community dinner,  we will continue to be a blessing to the community.

· Know that there is judgment and therefore vindication (v.17 and v.18) For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?  And, "If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?"
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This is the assurance and peace we have as Christians. Judgement begins with the house of God. We must therefore live a holy, righteous life, life of integrity, transparency and accountability so that we can walk tall, strong, fearless and not be afraid of ‘bullets/fiery darts of the enemy’. We do not need to answer all the allegations or accusations but must take courage that God will lift up the righteous and put down the liars and distorters. With judgment, there will be vindication. God will show what is right and wrong, so that God’s name will be glorified. 

Today, will you and I commit ourselves to live lives which are honest, transparent, accountable and holy that will honour God so that we will be filled with joy, fearlessness and faith?

Presented by the Writing Team:

Amy Wong (PJN4)


1. What have you learned from Apostle Peter about how to respond in challenging times? How has that helped you?

2. In the challenging time that we are going through together as a church, what have you learnt and how has that affected your faith and your prayers? Share one lesson that is being brought into focus for you.

Discuss how to listen to God by resting in Him. [image: image4.jpg]
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� MALAYSIA MY NATION: Merdeka and Malaysia Day


Merdeka Day (31st Aug) and Malaysia Day (16th Sept) is approaching. Pray that Malaysians will display the 1 Malaysia Spirit as we celebrate the independence of our Nation.





Pray:


New love and patriotism towards Malaysia amongst Malaysians of all races, religions and background.


All Malaysians will contribute genuinely to the development and progress of our nation.


Unity, racial harmony, righteousness and prosperity to be the hallmark of Malaysia.


Local churches to rise up strongly to be an agent of change and transformation in society.


Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people (Proverbs 14:34)





Questions for Application 35 - 40 minutes
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