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Making Our Lives Count (Psalm 90:1-12, Matthew 25:14-30) 
By Pastor Datuk Kee Sue Sing
Introduction
In life, we have to go through many examinations. Some of us are fearful of the experience of going through such trials even up until today. However, at the end of the day, all of us will still need to go through one more final examination… with God as the examiner (Romans 14:10-12)! 
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1. WORKS 

“Better” days to come
a)  Moving in the gifts of the spirit (27 Feb 2011: 8.30am-1.00pm)
b) Bible Study Principles 1 (27 Feb 2011: 8.30am-1.00pm)
c) Christian Leadership 2 ( 12 & 19 Feb 2011: 8.30am-1.00pm)
d) Finding your Fit (6 March 2011: 8.30am-1.00pm)
MINISTRIES & EVENTS: Father’s Club
· Thank God for all the preparations done for the coming 2011 sessions and programs.

· Pray that more men, both married and single, will sign up and attend the first meeting on 29th January. 

· Pray that all those who signed up will remain committed to the regular meetings as well as the book studies.

· Pray that the Father’s Club will transform the men in DUMC and raise them to be authentic fathers, husbands and men.
Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. (Ephesians 6:4)
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  A TRANSFORMED WORLD: Inter-Korean Relations
South Korea has agreed to a North Korean offer for high-level military talks, easing tensions on the peninsula and opening a way for a possible resumption of aid-for-disarmament negotiations with the North.
· Pray that this round of inter-Korean dialogue will not stumble and break down like the previous ones but will lead to eventual reunification between the two nations.
· Pray for the spirit of forgiveness, reconciliation and cooperation to take place between both parties after recent tensions that have escalated lately. 
· Pray that God will put a restraint on those who are out there that aim to do further evil and who seek to harm the reunification of these two nations.
· Pray for the Lord’s divine intervention in breaking the iron curtain in North Korea that is preventing the North Koreans from being free from dictatorship rule.
Do not plot harm against your neighbour, who lives trustfully near you. (Proverbs 3:28)

2. WORD
The Two Crucial Questions:

i. “What did you do with my son Jesus Christ?”

Did you receive Him into your life?

ii. “What did you do with your life?”

Are you living for what really matters? Or are we merely wasting our lives away in useless pursuits.

How many times have we actually paused to reflect and think about what really counts in life?
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Is it one of those mentioned in the diagram? How we answer these questions will have a huge impact on how we live our lives. Apostle Peter reminds us that it is a waste to invest ourselves in things that just won’t last. (2 Peter 3:10-12)

Set Your Sights on Winning the Right Race
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Apostle Paul likewise is effectively saying to us not to get caught up in our own race but set our eyes on the right race, the race that counts for eternity (1 Corinthians 9:25), that is the race to serve God and people. 

Thank God that we are not in the dark on what we ought to do with our lives. We have the word of God to instruct us on how to live our lives. It doesn’t just tell us to do our best but it tells us precisely what we can do. It tells us how to live right in the dark world of uncertainties and be the kind of people that God intends us to be. 

What Must We Do To Make Our Lives Count?
i. Live with a sense of eternity 

· This life is not all there is (Ecclesiastes 3:11)

He has planted eternity in all our hearts. God has designed us in His image to live for eternity. Our current life is just a dress rehearsal for the real show in eternity. 

· Remember, life is short. (Psalm 90: 5-6, 10; Ephesians 5:15-16)
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Our lifespan on earth these days is probably 70-80, at most 100 years old, if we are strong.

A little ‘dash’ is all that we have. On the tombstone, this ‘dash’ lies between the date of birth and the date of death (e.g. 1953 – 2011). While we cannot control these two dates, we have control over how we live the ‘dash’, here on earth.

If we don’t live this short life with eternity in view, we will make miscalculations in life. We will tend to treat God casually and miss out on bringing Him glory. We will tend to take God’s commandments and sin less serious, simply because we do not think that God’s judgement will come. We will seek to live a life for personal gratification and if it is all done at the expense of our marriages, relationships and our spiritual life, we may end up coming up short in this life and also the life in eternity. How tragic will that be!

· Only things that touch the clock of eternity matter. (Philippians 3:7; Psalm 90:12)
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Begin to look through the eyes of the One who created life and realise that only things that touch the clock of eternity matters. When we see it this way, we will begin to see our choices in life differently. 

Sadly, the only time we think of eternity is during funerals. Inevitably, friends and relatives will sing hymns and some brave ones will come forward to share about the deceased. Amidst all these, one thought lingers in the mind: What counts towards the end? 

All that we hear during funerals are about what the person has shared in his/her life (with others) rather than what the person possessed (cars, houses, titles, etc.). It is the quality of our relationship, purpose we pursued, generosity of our giving, lives we have shared and the values that we have added to the lives we have touched that matters.

Regardless of what people say about us at the end of the life, whether good or bad, the most important thing that matters is what God says about us. 

ii. Maximise Our Gifts and Talents (Matthew 25: 14-30)
God has given all of us talents. We can choose to squander our time away or make use of our talents so that it will outlast our lives and leave a legacy behind. There are 3 principles that we can learn from the parable of the talents:

i. Principle I: God has given every one some talents (Matthew 25:15)

God does not give everyone the same talents but there is no one without talents. We need to be okay with that. Everyone is gifted in some things although the amount of talents may differ (Romans 12:6). 
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· God expects us to use our talents (Matthew 25:19)
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Skills, knowledge, abilities, talents and gifts are only useful when they are used in the right place. Where are you now? Are you caged like the animals in the zoo whilst animals have all the abilities to survive in the wild? What are you doing with your abilities? One day, God will take an account and audit our lives based on what we have done with the talents that He has entrusted to you and me.

· It is wrong to do nothing (Matthew 25:18)

The master was angry to learn that the third servant did not do anything with the talent given to him. That is the sin of inactivity. Doing nothing is a sin that is inexcusable. God expects us to do something even though it may ‘fail’, rather than do nothing at all. 

Rick Warren shared with the church that he would like the following to be etched on his tombstone when he dies: “At least he tried”.

What matters is the effort put in. Try to make your life count and leave a legacy. Doing nothing is inexcusable. 

· Fears keep us from developing our talents (Matthew 25:25)
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We often use the term ‘play safe’ to hold us back from developing our talents. One of Satan’s tactics to make us sit on our talents is fear. There are three kinds of fears that could entrap us:

· Self-doubt

“I don’t think I can do it.”

“I’m not qualified.”

· Self-pity

“I have failed in the past before. I am never going to try again.”

· Self-consciousness
 “What will others think or say about what I am doing.”

“He/she can do it better than me.”

ii. Principle II: Use it or lose it (Matthew 25:28)

God has the right to take anything that we don’t use for Him. It is He who gave us those talents in the first place. We forfeit it if we don’t use it. It is a universal law. 

Little becomes much when you put it in the Master’s hand. Therefore start using what you have been given by God. 

iii. Principle III: The promise of God’s reward (Matthew 25:21)

If we put into good use what God has entrusted us, He promises us these rewards:
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· Affirmation – “Well done”

· Promotion – given greater responsibility

· Celebration – honoured (by God)

When God comes and do an audit in our lives, what will He find? Will it be one that will reap the rewards mentioned above? 

iii. Develop Christ-like Character
· Christ-likeness is what God wants to see in us.

God’s purpose for all of us is to become more like Jesus. All the efforts that we put in to develop a Christ-like character is an investment into eternity. (Romans 8:29, 2 Corinthians 3:18)
By God’s grace, we are all called to be ambassadors of Christ and we must not take this lightly. We should not live careless lives that are unworthy of God’s character.

· Christ-likeness is what the world wants to see in us.

Whenever Christ’s name is invoked, people in the world expect to see Christ in us. Our non-Christian friends want to see Jesus through our lives. God has entrusted us with the responsibility to be the ‘Jesus’ to them, one whom they can touch, know and feel. 

If we do not use the privilege to be Christ-like, people around us will be critical of us when we come up short of God’s standard. Are we living out the fruit of the spirit (Galatians 5:22-23)? Time to do a spiritual inventory. 

iv. Doing good, loving people (Galatians 5:6)
There are a lot of people out there who are seeking for someone to care for them. They want someone to encourage and believe in them, and that they are valued and loved. Often, we don’t see them and even if we do, we ignore them. But little do we realise that Jesus may be dwelling in the midst of these people (those in prison, the orphans, the street people, the widow, etc.) and we miss the opportunity to serve Jesus, by serving them. 

We serve Christ by serving needy people and that counts for eternity. Therefore, let us get out from our comfort zone and do something meaningful in our lives. Let the love of Christ reach outwards so that His love will touch someone. 

Closing
In Joshua 13, God told Joshua that there is still so much more to be. 
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“… There are still very large areas of land to be taken over.” Joshua 13:1 

Joshua who was likely to be 100 years old at that time still pressed on, recognising that there was still so much to be done for the glory of God. If God can use Joshua at such an old age, He will surely be able to use us. So, whatever circumstances and age that we are in, there is still so much to life that we can live out for Christ.

Therefore, let us also make our lives count for His glory!
Questions 
1. What talents and ability do you have? How can you use the unique combination of talents abilities and opportunities that God has given you to honour Him and to help others? 
2. If you knew you would stand before God and give an account of how you spent your life, what God honouring goals would you like to accomplishes in 2011?
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Thank the Lord for the many gifts and talents that He has uniquely blessed each and every one of us with. 


Pray that we will make full use of the gifts and talents to impact the people around us and leave a legacy for the generations to follow our example.


Pray that God will remove any hindrances or obstacles that are holding us back from taking the step of faith to achieve greater heights that God has in store for us.


Pray that all of us will plan our 2011 well and work towards the goals set for the glory of God.


Pray that we will play an active part in the life of the church and in society by serving in ministries and community services. 


Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in the grave, where you are going, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom. (Ecclesiastes 9:10)
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The Klang Valley MRT project has been a hot discussion topic lately and will continue to be one, as the plan is being finalised and construction expected to begin in July.


Pray that this infrastructure project will indeed be executed well to address the current and future public transportation needs in the Klang Valley. 


Pray for wisdom and guidance to be upon the Land Public Transport Commission (LPTC) in planning the MRT routes by taking into consideration the views from all parties.


Pray that all parties will see beyond their personal gains and interests by working together to create a better and integrated public transportation system for Kuala Lumpur and the greater area around it. 


Pray for God fearing men and women to manage the budget and funds for this project and that none of the money spent will end up in the hands of the corrupt.





Now let the fear of the LORD be upon you. Judge carefully, for with the LORD our God there is no injustice or partiality or bribery. (2 Chronicles 19:7)





You are the only person on earth who can use your ability. 


- Zig Ziglar -


























Life is short


Do it right








